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Window, Locks, Mirrors * R7B Model 
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merits... if any. 
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Varley Portrait at the AGA, Dec 8 
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| SMOPPING | GUERILLA | | theatre | Jesus cHRIst MUSIC | SOPHIE 
BOUTIQUE You're nowhere SUPERSTAR His birthday is |  MILMAN The Russian-born 
lose to crossing those last coming up, you know. At the | jazz sweetheart croons some 
| names off your Christmas | Jubilee Auditorium, | | winter lullabies for frozen 
| shopping lst. And hey, the | | | E-town hearts. At the Myer 
ARTery is miles away from the | | Horowitz. 
WEM parking overflow. 
| 
| | | 4 
) | | | | 
DECEMBERIG DECEMBERIT DECEMBERIB 
| choral | APROCORO | | keeping toasty | HoT | NOCKEY | OILERS VS. 
| CHRISTMAS: E-town's | | TODDY:gamishamugwithcane | | DETROIT, ANDIT'S ACTUALLY 
| acclaimed choral troupe's most | | sugar, add2 oz. warmed dark | |  ONCBC Snuggleinandcheeronthe | 
| popularannual concert a the rumorbourbon.andtssina |_| boys, however futileitmay seem, 
Winspear. Gnnamon stick. Yum. | 
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MUSIC] YAN HALEN VS, BON JOVI ON PAGE 22 4 4 VAN HALEN REALLY COULD’VE CREATED 
THEIR OWN REALITY SHOW WITH ALL THEIR FLAKY LEAD SINGER DRAMA. 


see magazine’s two-week overview of hot to beat the cold 


Using news jw | city life.» | musicos.o | movies o: | arts :-.0 


: ( pecemaerO6 
rey | 
| she NDING | Cmon, 
| you know you've got do 
| your Christmas shopping 
sometime. Just get it done. 
| 
DECEMBERIZ | { DeceMBERIS 
ay{ | NEWFANGLED theatre | SINBAD THE 
Opening night for the U of A's | SAILOR; Two-for-one day at the 
Student Design Association | Walterdale. Double the pirates. 
exhibition, showing-off their | Double the debauchery. 
quitky-cool design concepts. | 
Until Dec 15 at Latitude 53. 
| 
DECEMBERIS DECEMBERZO 
| 
{UN | SKATING Strap on your | (MUSIC | PENNYWISE The 
skates and head to the ice at City | punk stalwarts headline at the 
Hall. Go extra early and heckle the | Shaw Conference Centre. 
councillors before their first coffee 
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46 Officials appear to be adhering to ceilings 


on long-term debt or commitments, while 
benefiting de facto from the same asset, although 
generally at greater cost. 








az 


EPORT INDICATES PUBLIC- 
RIVATE PARTNERSHIPS 
AY NOT BE THE PANACEA 
HAT MAYOR MANDEL 

HINKS THEY ARE 





dmonton's next public recreation 
ntre could be built and run by a 
ivate company. 

Although little evidence supports 
he claim that public-private part- 
erships save the public money, 
ity council faces pressure to adopt 
b-called “P3s” because of budget 
constraints, fueled by rising 
Snstruction costs and by Mayor 
ephen Mandel’s insistence that 
X increases be kept to a single 
leit. 2 

Ory governments in Alberta and 
‘awa, meanwhile, are also push- 
ig P3s. The federal government's 
Omprehensive plan for infra- 
mucture” includes a requirement 
nat cities at least consider P3 
sreements for all large building 
jects. The province is currently 
lilding 18 new schools with P3 
preements. 

On December 18, city council 
ill decide if Edmonton should 
uccumb to P3-mania. City staffer 
Cnique St. Louis says nothing 


5: PUBLIC-PRIVATE PRESSURE - BY ANGELA BRUNSCHOT | 656 words 


agical, Marvelous P3s? 


ithe in es 


Public skating at an Edmonton arena | The next rec centre could be a built by a private company . PHOTO BY IAN JACKSON 


has been decided yet. The supervi- 
sor of partner facility development 
is looking at three options for the 
Terwillegar recreation centre: a 
publicly owned centre, a privately 
built and run arena from which 
the city could rent ice time, and a 
full-fledged P3 recreation centre 
entirely built and run by a private 
company. 

Mandel says P3s are not the an- 
swer for everything, but he does 
defend the arrangements as more 
efficient and accountable than city- 
built and -run facilities 

“It's one piece of the puzzle,” he 
says. “P3s are a way of delaying 
the capital investment so niunici- 
palities can put in things that are a 
greater priority.” That means more 
projects can be started at the same 
time without the city having to bor- 
Fow money or raise taxes 

But a recent report commissioned 
by the Federation of Canadian Mu- 
nicipalities (FCM) says councils 
often use privatization as a way of 
appearing fiscally responsible, and 
that costs often increase in the long 
run. 

“Officials appear to be adhering 
to ceilings on long-term debt or 
commitments,” the report reads, 
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“while benefiting de facto from the 
same asset, although generally at 
greater cost.” In other words, the 
deal might look good on paper, but 
it ultimately costs more 

Public Interest Alberta points 
to Ottawa's experience with arena 
complexes as an example of the 
dangers of P3s. Ottawa contracted 
Bell Sensplex and Serco Facilities 
to build and operate two arenas and 
recreation centres, In April, the city 
ended up bailing out Bell Sensplex 
to the tune of $1.2 million. The city 
also ended its deal with Serco be- 
cause the company had underesti- 
mated costs by $2 million a year. 

Mandel insists that concern over 
increased costs resulting from pri- 
vate sector profits are a “red her- 
ring.” He says private companies 
can make a profit and still deliver 
the same services as a publicly run 
facility because the private sector 
is more efficient, although he’s not 
clear on how exactly that happens. 
He says it's just “the nature of the 
animal,” because private companies 
are driven to make a profit whereas 
governments are concerned about 
how the project gets done. 

“It's not a carte blanche,” says 
Mandel, who argues that city 













council would scrutinize a private 
company running a public centre 
even more closely than if it were 
run by the city. “You become far 
If we build it. 
we are running it for 30 years too 
Who's the city accountable to, other 


more accountable 


than taxpayers? Taxpayers don't re- 
ally pay that much attention to the 
operation of it, while we will scruti- 
nize whoever is operating it.” 

The FCM report disagrees with 
Mandel’s take: they found that be- 
sides costing more, the partner 
ships they looked at in Canada and 
abroad were less accountable to 
citizens. 

“P3s make the management 
of services less transparent,” the 
report says, “because it is ac- 
cepted practice in business to do 
that. In private enterprise, it is in 
nobody’s interest.” 

Costs, services, and public ac- 
countability are all factors St. Louis 
will weigh before presenting her 
recommendations to council on 
December 18. “What we are try- 
ing to get is the best value for the 
citizens,” she says, “the most ef- 
fective model possible, while sup- 
porting the public policy stuff that's 
so important.” 





—Federation of Canadian Municipalities report on P3s 
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CITY COUNCIL: PUBLIC HEARING 
GLENORA: NOT ON OUR CORNER 

The controversial four-tower development 
at 142 Street and Stony Plain Road will be 
debated in a public hearing on December 
10, and the Glenora Community League is 
gunning to fill city council chambers with 
disgruntled citizens. 

The Glenora neighbourhood has been fight- 
ing the 270-unit Humanities Development 
Inc. project for the last three years, with 
extensive consultations with the city. 

“First and foremost we are pro-develop- 
ment,” says community league president 
Pam Wojcicki. “That comer needed to be 
cleaned up. The issue that we are sticking 
with is the sheer size of it, the magnitude. 
That equals increased traffic... It’s already 
maxed-out.” 

The city has pushed residential infill de- 
velopments as a way of curbing Edmonton's 
urban sprawl, but this project and a second 
one at 87 Street and 92 Avenue have an- 
gered downtown residents. Woicicki says the 
city just isn't listening to residents. 

Ward 4 councillor Ben Henderson prom- 
ised to vote against the project before he 
was elected, and has repeated that pledge 


FEDERAL GOVERNMENT « SECURITY 
LEGISLATION 

SECRET TRIALS UNSTOPPABLE? 

Human rights groups are asking federal 
opposition parties to defeat changes toa 
Controversial piece of legislation allowing 
“security certificates” and reverse what they 
call “draconian” security measures on the 
part of immigration officials. 

Security certificates, which allow authorities 
to arrest non-citizens and detain them with- 
out charges or a trial, are a part of Canada's 
immigration legislation and were instituted 
after 9/1]. These detainees may then be 
deported to countries where, say critics like 
the Campaign to Stop Secret Trials, they 
face torture, All evidence against them is 
presented in secret, without the presence of 
the accused or their lawyer. New immigrants 
Still face secret trials and security certificate 
arrests in Canada, despite a Supreme Court 
ruling in February that found these mea- 
sures unconstitutional. 

In answer to the court ruling, Stephen 
Harper's Conservatives have proposed 
introducing a new system, modelled after 
the one in place in Great Britain in which 
lawyers dubbed “special advocates” would 
be allowed to see the evidence against their 
Clients but forbidden to tell anyone else 
what they've seen. 

Neither representatives from the five men 
who have been detained underthe Cana- - 
dian legislation nor the Campaign to Stop 
Secret Trials have been allowed to volce 
their concerns at a public hearing. After 
only a week of discussions on the proposed 
changes, the legislation is set topasson — 
December 6. te 
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.-.AND ALBERTA WILL SUFFER 
THE CONSEQUENCES, SAYS 
GREEN PARTY LEADER 
ELIZABETH MAY 
Green Party leader Elizabeth May 
visited Edmonton on November 27, 
and her itinerary consisted of visit- 
ing with local Greens, speaking at the 
University of Alberta... and sharply 
criticizing the Alberta government's 
handling of the Athabasca oil sands, 
which she says has caused devastat- 
ing environmental and political dam- 
age to Alberta and Canada 

“This massive development in the 
tar sands,” May said, “is the number 
one reason that Canada’s greenhouse 
gas emissions have risen.” She ques- 
tioned why the federal government 
has chosen not to meet the Kyoto 


agreements, but she said she was 
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CITY COUNCIL WILL SPEND 
FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS 
DREAMING OF LOWER TAXES 


Just when you thought the holiday 
season had been taken over by the 
evil forces of consumerism, Edmon 
ton city councillors tell us they can 
do more with less 

SEE asked city councillors to name 
the one budget item they'd like as a 
Hanukkah gift, the idea being that 
over eight days we could get a pretty 
good survey of the council's hopes 
and dreams for the New Year. 

While some councillors asked for 
better road clearing, a winter festi- 
val, and improved public transit, the 
most frequent wish was for lower 
taxes 

Mayor Stephen Mandel is push- 
ing to keep the property tax increase 
to a single digit. (City manager Al 
Maurer announced last month that 
to keep the current operating budget, 
Edmontonians would have to pay 
10.8 per cent more taxes next year. 
And that doesn’t include funds for 
the new road clearing policy.) 


OIL SANDS - ELIZABETH MAY - BY CARLIE POCHYNOK | 339 words 


The Oil Sands Killed Kyoto 


Very Warm For May [The Green Party leader at the University of Alberta on Novembe’ 





HOTO BY KRYSTINA SULATYCKI 


positive she knew the answer. The oil 
sands, after all, are a major driver of 
climate change. By 2010, the oil de 
velopment in the north will produce 
70 million tonnes of greenhouse gas- 
es a year, she said 

Not only that, but the energy proj- 
ects, which require four barrels of 
water to produce one barrel of oil, 
are drying out an already thirsty 
province. (May's words are seconded 
by the Western Canadian researcher 
David Schindler, whose studies pre- 
dict more frequent droughts for the 
prairie provinces in the future.) 

“Soil dryness now is more severe 
than it was in the 1930s during the 
drought,” May said. “The Athabasca 
River is currently being used as the 
main water source to manufacture 
oil up north. If the government 


doesn’t find an alternative to oil, the 








Hanukkah Budget Wish List 


Actually, the whole experience has 
been kind of depressing, like asking a 
kid what they'd like for the holidays 
and being told they'd like a new win- 
ter coat. There was little dreaming 
and no big ideas. Regardless, here 
are their answers, one for each day 
of Hanukkah 

Stephen Mandel, Mayor: “Lower 
taxes. I don’t want to add any more 
to it, I'd like to take away from it... If 
you look at what I’ve done over the 
past three years, I haven't cut any- 
thing, but rather looked at new ways 
to do things, more efficient ways of 
doing things. Most of what we do is 
look at things differently.” 

Karen Leibovici, Ward 1: “Any 
tax increase be targeted to services 
that will provide an improvement 
to the quality of life for Edmonto- 
nians,” 

Linda Sloan, Ward 1: Staffing for 
aerial fire trucks. 

Ron Hayter, Ward 2: “My holiday 
gift to Edmontonians is a realistic 
and effective snow policy for residen- 
tial streets, We live in a winter city 
and citizens should be able to drive 
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river will quickly dry up.” 

Guy Boutilier, MLA for Fort \M 
Murray-Wood Buffalo disagrees wit 
May. He points to land reclamatic 
projects as proof of the government 
commitment to the environment ay 
dismisses any suggestion of a loom 
ing water crisis. “This is where 
raise our families and make a living 
says Boutilier, who has lived in Fof 
McMurray for the past 30 yean 
“We're even more motivated in F 





McMurray to ensure sustainabilli 
not only for ourselves but for gener 
tions to come.” 

But with oil production slated j 
reach 1.5 million barrels a day | 
2015, and no hint of a slowdow 
€d Stelmach’s Tories, Mj 
isn't so sure there will be anytlur 
left in northern Alberta for the 


generation. 


from 


without the anxiety, frustration, 2 
inconvenience of maneuvering 
snow-clogged residential streets 





should be a priority despite the add 
cost. Merry Christmas!!” 

Ed Gibbons, Ward 3: Funding 
revitalization of 118th Avenue and! 
the land for the Clareview Library 

Ben Henderson, Ward 4 
would be funding for a winter fes 
















val, There are a couple of other thin 
that are part of my wish list but 
are waiting for reports on them 
they may happen mid-year. On 
better routing and scheduling for 4 
buses and the other is a commitm¢ 
to neighbourhood planning.” 
Bryan Anderson, Ward 5 
item would be the ability to prow 
2007 services in 2008, at a cost 
less than a double-digit property ' 


M 


increase.” 

Dave Thiele, Ward G: “My nv" 
ber-one wish for Budget 2008 's 
start offering 24-hour transit 
our citizens. As the city operates 
hours, so should our transit. ¢ 
transit system must be able to ' 
to and serve the public need.” 


WEEK IN REVIEW 





o0kback 


QUOTE OF THE WEEK 


£6 Half a million dollars was wasted 


on the lieutenant governor’s residence that was never built, but 
$20,000 to print a second report is too much? 


—Brian Mason, leader of the provincial NDP, commenting on the Tories refusal to give the Auditor General funds for an additional report each year. 








DECEMBER 3, 2007 | 7:02:47 PM | HOPE MISSION | PHOTO BY JOHN ULAN 


Volunteer Mabel Herring, right, greets guests during Hope Mission's annual Christmas Meal. 


BY THE NUMBERS 












ALBERTA - ENERGY 
BILL 46 


CANADA-ENVIRONMENT = (tsiCdi 
NUCLEAR ENERGY | 


PEDESTRIAN AND CYCLIST DEATHS IN CAR ACCIDENTS 
| * SOURCE: EDMONTON POLICE SERVICE 






















After six months on the job as an advocate 
lor Temporary Foreign Workers, local lawyer 
lessy Byl told Albertans just how badly the 
orkers are treated and how widespread 
heir problems are. 

With the support of the Alberta Federa- 

on of Labour, Byl has opened files for 123 

orkers, Of those, 89 said they'd struggled 

ith employment brokers, which extract il- 

egal fees. Once in the province, workers face 

dismal living conditions controlled by their , 
ployer and are without basic employ- 
lent protections. 

\t'sa dismal state of affairs, especially 
4 province founded on the idea that im- 
lrgrants can build a new life in the west. As 

®deration president Gil McGowan has said 

lany times in the past, if people come to 
nada for work, we must offer them 
ihe same benefits of citizenship that we 


®r other immigrants, the same benefits 
R enjoy. 










How Alberta Tories have held onto power for 
36 years in a democratic province without 
actually practicing democracy is a total 
mystery. Their handling of Bill 46 is a perfect 
example. 

On Bill 46, the controversial break up of 
the Energy Utility Board that landowners 
have been kicking up a stink about for the 
Past couple months, debate in the provincial 
legislature topped out at about five hours. 
Ed Stelmach used a controversial “closure” 
maneuver to shut down discussion. 

Opposition to the bill includes not just the 
Liberals and the NDP, but also the Alberta 
Alliance, the Green Party, environmentalists 
and landowners, so we're not just talking 
about lefties. And it seems Stelmach real- 
izes that. He spent $26000 on advertising 
promoting the bill in the Tory heartland, 
according to the Canadian Press. 


Enda | newsSopinion | city life | music | on screen arts | classifieds | sex | the back 








| steps to tackle climate change through the 


Gary Lunn, the federal minister of natural re-_ | 
sources, has spent the last couple days com- | 
bating criticisms that Canada’s membership 
in the Global Nuclear Energy Partnership 
means we will become a dumping ground | 
for nuclear waste. Opposition parties say the 
agreement will require exporting counties | 
like Canada to take back nuclear waste. 

Not so, says Lunn, who's touting nuclear 
as the new green. As “a country taking 


development of clean energy technology, 
Canada's responsibility is to help shape the 
safe and secure development of nuclear 
energy worldwide,” says Lunn on the 
ministry's website. 

Okay. Well, it’s fine with us if Canada’s 
not-so-new government never feels like 
cuddling anymore, but we still think it would 
be good if we could talk before we go signing 
things. Not all of us are as concerned about 








impressing the neighbours, 


ee 
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COMMENT « HUMAN RIGHTS | 566 words 


Dignity Is the Foundation of Peace 





CARDINAL RULES LEWIS CARDINAL 

SURE, I'VE EXPERIENCED 
RACISM FIRST-HAND, BUT I'VE 
ALSO WITNESSED ADMIRABLE 
LOCAL ATTEMPTS TO 
ELIMINATE IT 

"ve lived in Edmonton since 1968 
and have seen what it has to offer, 
oth good and bad, and believe me 
those extremes can be profound. We 
ive in a city of contradictions. On 
one hand we can be extremely kind 
and giving, but on the other we can 
e closed-minded and paranoid. If 
Edmonton were a person, we would 
have been prescribed Prozac a very 





long time ago 

As an aboriginal, | still experience 
direct acts of racism and discrimina- 
tion on a daily basis that are prac- 





TIX $39.95 PEs 


TICKETMASTER 451-8000 
| CENTURY CASINO 643-4000 


DEC cl 
TIX $20.00 


TICKETMASTER 451-8000 
CENTURY CASINO 643-4000 


DEC 31 
TIX $69.95 


TICKETMASTER 451-8000 
CENTURY CASINO 643-4000 — 


ZB 
ceniey 


CHECK OUT THESE UPCOMING SHOWS! 


ticed by pretty much all kinds of 
people in all kinds of professions. It 
is certainly not a whites-only issue 
In most cases these acts are perpe 
trated so unconsciously that they go 
unnoticed by the perpetrator and, 
when | point them out and challenge 
them, they are vehemently denied 
Suddenly, I'm a troublemaker. As a 
result, I've come to the painful rec- 
ognition that racist perceptions and 
acts of discrimination can come 
from every segment of society. 
Racism is a social disease, and 
most people don't even know where 
Which raises 
With this 


disorder being so pervasive and in- 


they contracted it 
a very important point 


grained into the very psyche of our 
society, do we haye any chance of 
recovery? 

December 10 will mark the 59th 
anniversary of the signing of the 
Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights (UDHR) 
has set the foundation for basic hu- 


This document 
man rights and dignity around the 


world. It is a document that has no 
legal ramifications within any coun- 


eS ee 


try that adopts its principles as so- 
cial guidelines. There should be no 
fear of blue-helmeted peacekeepers 
rolling into Edmonton to enforce 
UDHR 

It is a relationship document craft 
ed just after the Second World War, 
a declaration that foresaw the age of 
globalism and the industrial diaspo- 
ra. The creation of the UDHR was a 
visionary act at the time, and in some 
ways it remains ahead of its time. As 


with and support, that are bringing 
about change in the spirit of the 
UDHR. The John Humphrey Cen- 
tre for Human Rights, the Canadian 
Multicultural Education Foundation, 
Aboriginal Commission on Human 
Rights, and the Northern Alberta Al- 
liance on Race Relations all continue 
to work together and individually to 
provide education opportunities and 
programs to make this city a better 
place to live 


and Discrimination. As well, sev; 
years have gone into an effort | 
make Edmonton a Human Righ; 
City. 

Contradictions present us wit! 
choices. | believe that things 
be changed. Social patterns can 
just, new behaviours practiced, ar 
relationships strengthened. 
UDHR may demand “politic 
correct” behaviour, but practic 
political correctness doesn't |i 


nnn nnn ea EdEE EEE EEE 


IN MOST CASES THESE ACTS ARE PERPETRATED SO UNCONSCIOUSLY THAT THEY GO UNNOTICED 
BY THE PERPETRATOR AND, WHEN I POINT THEM OUT AND CHALLENGE THEM, THEY ARE 


VEHEMENTLY DENIED. 





with most big ideas, the document 
was not totally understood in its 
own time and people remained blind 
to its potential for decades. Most Ca- 
nadians don’t even know that John 
Humphrey, the document's principal 
author, was a Canadian 

In Edmonton, there are several or- 
ganizations, many of which I work 


Usually underfunded and un- 
derstaffed, they are nevertheless 
creative and innovative in their ap- 
proaches to human rights education 
and their efforts at eliminating rac- 
ism and discrimination, They have 
been successful in moving City Hall 
to sign on to the Coalition of Cana- 


dian Municipalities Against Racism 


your right to speak your mind. [ 
social norms simply ask for respect 
in a public places. As the UDHR 
preamble states, “Recognition of the 
inherent dignity and of the equal and 
unalienable rights of all members of 
the human family is the foundation 
of freedom, justice, and peace in the 
world,” 








RANT ACID 


YOU HELPFUL BASTARD 


Dear non-smoker, 





Next time you're about to lecture me on the harms of puffing away, please do consider that | never 
stopped you from clogging your arteries by eating greasy foods, destroying your liver by drinking alco- 
hol, or being at a risk of skin cancer by tanning. As for concerns about your own health: you should be 
more worried about car exhaust you breathe in everyday, than a tiny cloud of smoke | exhale into the 
open air when you pass by. Just because our government couldn't think of better cancer preventative 
measures than anti-smoking campaigns, you don't have to blindly back them up. Smoking is not a 
pleasurable habit, it is a disease. If you want to help a fellow quit. try helping them cure their addic- 
tion, instead of pointlessly scolding them for it 


Puff the Magic Drag 








School of Business 


think January 


Now is the time. ae 
Alberta's hot economy is providing incredible jab opportun| 


Take advantage of the boom and advance your education 


the jobs, and a great career await you. 


Start this January 


* 


awd 


At MacEwan School of Business we understand different students 
have different learning needs. That's why we concentrate on being 
flexible and offer options like January start dates for many 
programs including: : 


DOORS AT 7PM __ TICKET PRICE INCLUDES BUFFET DINNER, PARTY FAVORS AND PRIZES 


Bachelor of Commerce degree 780.497.5162 
Management Studies diploma 780.497.5241 
Accounting & Strategic Measurement 780.497.5221 


Century Casino would like to wish everyone 
a Happy Holidays and Wonderful New Year! 


Not ready for full-time? All part-time credit courses 
have January start dates. 


Think Career. Think January. Think MacEwan. 








www.MacEwan.ca/business 
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COMMENTARY - REDEEMED BY TYKES |s73 words 


Whoss Grinchy Now? 


SHIDDENNINJA FISH GRIWKOWSKY 
THANKS, KIDS: EVEN SANTA'S 
HEART CAN GROW TWO SIZES 


After being told rudely someone's 
daughter “hated” me—and not the 
shitty Santa costume I was wear- 
ing—I deflated. 

Ma-a-an, what kind of fucking 
idea was this anyway? The scenester 
craft fair bustled in every direction 
around me with electric and envi- 
able life. Pretty people making pretty 





things pretty much completely out 





of nowhere—cowboy comics and 3D 

posters, intricate little marionettes, 
and magnetic frontiersman adven- 
ture sets. This town! 

All these folks putting so much 
effort and love into their hawkable 
art and here I was, flopped into a 
crushed velvet chair covered in cat 
hair in possibly the shittiest St. Nick 
costume of all time: $12 hat, beard, 
wig combo from lame San Francisco. 
The rest, some kind of construction 
worker motif, plaid yellow fleece 
shirt, tight jeans, drunken-uncle 
stomach pillow and greenhorn boots 

that the girl at Work Wearhouse for- 
got to de-security-tag. Skid-row San- 
ta in every way, funny for almost the 
entire first of 12 hours. 

No apologies here, just no urge at 
all to make art in these post-Asia 
white-out blues. So when my friend 
drunkenly came up with a way to 
pirate my booth, I bit quickly. We'd 
be Santa and a twig-horned reindeer, 
and in the meantime she'd hopefully 
sell her dust-collecting dirty playing 
card nudes, done in haste once to 
barely satisfy profs who appear to 
make an outside living selling giant 
wall Hortas. (That's the lasagna crea- 
ture from Star Trek, as you know.) 

But our sadness passed quickly. Or, 
More accurately, it became ferocious- 
ly entertaining, Why's that? Because 
being a crappy Santa puts you in di- 
Tect telepathic communication with 
dozens of insane, noisy kids who, for 
the first time in my life, I just loved in 
general thanks to our co-conspiracy. 
They knew damn well I wasn’t the 
teal thing, but got excited about it 
anyway, This was especially fun for 
the kids just a little too old for Santa 
who stared with their little smiles. 





“You're not really Santa,” one 
older sister chides into my face, her 
small sibling all excited. I hand the 
younger one a caramel. The older 
girl frowns. 

“Am I really Santa now?” I grin 

She nods. Slightly. 

“Say it,” I cackle. 

“You're really Santa,” she sighs 

That this kid lied to me to just get 
a candy... well, isn't that what Christ- 
mas is really about? Ho ho ho 

Another little girl in pink made 
my day, running around the booths 
in moon boots, sneaking up and 
screaming whenever I lurched at her 
with a loud “HOHO!” 

“Are those your dress pants?” 
she yells and | almost cry laughing 
which doesn’t stop when a couple of 
little boys look through my reindeer's 


nudes yelling “GROSS!” Man, I just 
love hearing the unconcerned truth, 
you know? 

Don't think I've gone soft—it's just 
that, compared to the predictable 
yearly wave of college dullards who 
justify being total assholes from then 
on by quoting Nietzsche in bars, chil- 
dren just don’t need philosophy to tell 
them to grab life by the appendage. 
They just blast ahead with energy 
and passion none of us should ever 
distance ourselves from. | learned 
a lot in two days that | suppose you 
certified breeders already count as a 
given. 

But then, none of you lived 
through the thrill of having up to five 
hot women on your lap at once, have 
you? That's right. So shut the fuck 
up. And Merry Christmas. 








REEN PROFIT MOTIVE 
In tesponse to “Our Comments" in issue 730 
Concerning recycling, consider another side 
f the issue towards increased or added de- 
sits on plastics. | clean apartments for a 
ecent living, and still pick up a lot of those 
Ontainers and other beverage packaging 
hat does not make it into the bins around 
\ buildings. | also see alot of guys dumpster 
ving who donot use a car to transport their 
Wag to the depot. Like anything in our boom 


economy: pay enough for someone to help 
clean up the environment, and it might make 
the system you allude to more efficient. Are 
we talking about 20 cents out of someone's 
milk budget or keeping recyclables out of the 
landfill? Please and thank-you. 

MARK ARNOLD NEIMAN 


HOME |S WHERE THE HOUSE IS 
People are dying on the streets of Alberta 
from homelessness. They have been de- 
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housed. Is this a province Albertans are proud 
to live In? The federal government's respon- 
sibility to the Canadian people is to reinstate 
a fully funded National Housing Program. 
Human life is sacred, regardless of a person's 
station in life. 
JUNE LETKI, DIANE WALDNER, 
CATHY BISSONNETTE 


Send your letters to 
letters@see greatwest.ca 


11320 104 Ave - Oliver Square 
getchromed.com , 428 - 5888 


Voted #1 Salon 


Voted #1 Stylist 


- Top 3 places 
to be pampered 


NICK'S PICKS 


THE SAINT HAS A FEW COLOURUFL GIFTS UP HIS SLEEVE. 














$1 0 BUD VASE CENTREPIECE 
Lay low with this unique glass bud vase. 
Wrapped for giving. 






TABLE ART 4 
Sets of four placemats and napkinsto = 
bring out your Vangogh. é = 


$20 









$30 TASTES LIKE MAMA MAKES IT 
To do the recipe right, you'll need to serve it in 
Mama's favourite pasta server and four bowls, 


$4() SENSUAL ORCHID 


For the potential lover,oryour 4° 


true love, an orchid. J 








COLOURFUL SQUARE DEAL 


Handpainted talavera plant pot 
18x 18x 25 cm. 


$50 









FRESH IDEA Pang =e 
A bright bouquet of fresh florals vase- 2 

arranged by our artisans. To send them 
once a month, ask about the Bouquet Club. | 


MAJOLICA PLATTERS & PITCHERS 

eke handpainted mains from Deruta, 
Italy in Little Italy. These collectors' pieces . 
were selected for their colour, shape and quality, 


$60 






$70 














IN LITTLE ITALY AT 10826 - 95 STREET, EDMONTON, AB CALL US AT 780-428-0754 
OPEN: MON-WED SAM-6PM; THUR 9AM-9PM; FRI-SAT 9AM-6PM; SUN 11AM-SPM 
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latacom sn ance)(om(e) Life, Love & Lies 
than just Money Honey 
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you'll find on 4 


On sale now for just $999 at all HMV stores. 


the hifsong of 2( ust one of the qr 


IF SHOCK breakout album ‘Lite, L 


music « DVD * videogames 





ACTIVISM 


ACTIVIST AGENDA — An online newsletter resource for 
activism related events in Edmonton, with up-to-date 
information on sustainable practices, networking, and 
active organizations in the city. Supplied and maintained by 
Earth's General Store (10832-82 Ave. upstairs, 439-8725). 6o 
to www.egs.ca., info also available in-store. 

AMENSTY INTERNATIONAL WRITE FOR RIGHTS 
—DEC9, VARIOUS LOCATIONS Part of the events 
commemorating Global Human Rights 
Day, AlEdmonton hosts a multi-site, 
mass letter writing campaign. 
Info: 462-1871 or email ericab@ 


9 AM-5 PM. FACULTE SAINT-JEAN, 8406-91 ST,, RM3-18 

An organization for the emancipation and autonomy of 
African women through programs on economy, community 
radio and community health. Offers training on HIV-AIDS 
prevention, treatment and harm reduction in French, 
English and African languages. Admission free for members, 
membership: $10. Call 490-7322 to register. 

PEACE AMBASSADORS INITIATIVE — MONDAYS, 5-7 
PM, EDUCATION NORTH 4-104, UOF A CAMPUS. A youth 


| group that promotes anti-racist & diversity workshops. Info: 








HOT PICK 


ACTIVISM | DOC FILM SERIES 


425-4644 or www.naarrorg. 

SIERRA CLUB OF CANADA — Prairie 
Chapter works with, and is always 
seeking, ecologically and socially 
conscious individuals to build a 


LECTURES 


ACCOUNTING AND FINANCE FOR NON-PROFIT 
ORGANIZATIONS — DEC/!, 1-5 PM, EDMONTON PUBL 
LIBRARY, WHITEMUD CROSSING, 4211106 ST. An afternoon 
tutorial for organizers of non-profit groups, offers tips on 
accounting, business planning, budgeting, payroll and mo 
for non-profit organizations. Free, email info@casstrase 
ato register. 

LUNCH BY THE BOOKS — STANLEY A MILNER LIBRARY 
75SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL SQUARE. DEC 6 “Children anc 


| READINGS & 





shaw.a. | the World Wide Web”. Discussions offered by the U of 4 
ANARCHIST READING a Tr eitce hfe ww, Facto Arts andthe Edmonton Pubic Library Fe 
Parana te fa PRESENTS HOT DOCS BEWEEKLY sierraclub.ca/praitie pie aaa www.vofaweb.valberta.ca/aris 
FAB, LOUNGE AT BOTTOM OF é SOCIALIUSTICEMOVIE, | OETRY OPEN STAGE THURSDAYS, BPM NAKED 
STAIRWAY, UOF A CAMPUS, THIS TUESDAY: eae a | WE, 425-9730. Oo 

i UNCHURCHOFEDMONTOR, | CAFE ESPRESSO BAR, 10354 JASPER AVE, 425-730 Os 
N14 ST, & 89 AVE. Meet for Blowin’ in the Wind. : 10804-119 ST. Screenings stage poetry readings and performances, All welcome 


tical discussion of assigned 
anarchist readings, theory and 
practice of anarchism, and current 
events. Current readings avallable at: 
www oxygensmith.com/-arc 

BIKE WORKS — Fix your own bike. Edmonton Bicycle 
Commuter’s BikeWorks is entirely run by volunteers. Hours 
vary by season, please call ahead: 433-2453, Full organiza- 
tion info at: www.edmontonbikes.ca. 

COUNCIL OF CANADIANS — 3RD WED. Anindependent, 
public interest organization promoting economic justice, 
democracy, and asserting Canadian sovereignty. Info: 
429-4500 

EDMONTON SMALL PRESS ASSOCIATION — 320 WED, 
7PM. ESPAis an activist arts organization. Always seeking 
socially conscious artists, and production volunteers. Info; 
434-9736 or contact@edmontonsmallpress.org. 

FRIENDS OF LUBICON ALBERTA — THURSDAYS, 4 PM. 
APIRG OFFICE, HUB MALL, U OF A CAMPUS. A grassroots 
solidarity organization demanding fair and just settlement 
for the Lubicon Cree of Northern Alberta. Info: www. 
lubicon.org. 

GETTING ACTIVE FOR 9/11 TRUTH — Visit www. 
edmonton91Itruth.com for more info. 

INDUSTRIAL WORKERS OF THE WORLD —2ND THU, 7 
PM, RM. 2-42, HUMANITIES BUILDING, U OF A CAMPUS. Meet- 
ings are open to the public. Info: edmonton.iww.ca. 
MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION — 3RD & 4TH SAT, 









DECI, 7PM. FREE 
~ STEEPSON WHYTE 


resume Jan 25. Co-sponsored by 

the Unity Church of Edmonton Social 

Justice Committee, CESC, and Not Just 
Tourists. $5 donations or PWYCat the door. 

Info: njtedmonton@gmall.com, 

THOUGHTFUL TUESDAY DOCUMENTARY SERIES 

— BIWEEKLY TUESDAYS, 7PM. STEPS TEA LOUNGE, 1116-82 

AVE. Decl “Blowin' in the Wind”, David Bradbury examines 

the US military's weapons testing on Australian soil. Screen- 

ings free. Info: 988-8105. 

UNESCO COALITION FOR PEACE —LAST FR, 3PM. BOYLE 

MCCAULEY HEALTH CENTRE, 2ND FL. BOARDROOM, 10628- 

96 ST. Info: Greenpeace Canada, 922-5566. 

WOMEN IN BLACK —IST & 3RD SAT, 10-11 AM. STRATHCONA 

FARMER'S MARKET, 83 AVE. & 103 ST. An international 

women's peace and anti-racism group formed by Jewish 

& Arab women, opposing violence in all forms. All women, 

men and children invited to attend the bi-weekly silent vigil. 

Info: 435-7051. 

WRITE FOR RIGHTS! — DEC 9, 11 AM-3 PM. VARIOUS 

LOCATIONS. Amnestry International Edmonton is holding 

a write-a-thon to make a difference for human rights. Call 

462-1871 for locations and info. 

YOUNG COMMUNIST LEAGUE —2ND FRI EVERY MONTH, 

5PM. REMEDY CAFE, 8631-109 ST. For discussion topics 

and suggested readings go to www.facebook.com/group. 

phpgid=3559215104. 


POET'S HAVEN READING SERIES — MONDAYS, 7 Ph 

UPPER CRUST CAFE, 10909-86 AVE. Presented by Stroll o{ 

Poets Society. Info: awillans@writersguild.ab.ca. 

POETS INK — THURSDAYS, 7-9 PM, ST. THOMAS CAFE, 57 

ALBERT. Weekly writing evenings, For Info on the 07/08 

season visit www.poetsink.org. 

THE RAVING POETS’ “SPACE MONKEY” READING 

| SERIES — WEDNESDAYS, UNTIL DEC 12. KASBAR LOUNGE 
10444-82 AVE, UNDER YIANNI'S TAVERNA. Open-stage 

poetry series, hosted by The Raving Poets. DEC 12, Holiday 

party. Signup at 7:30 pm, show at 8 pm. Info: www, 

ravingpoets.com. 

STORY SLAM — 3RD WED EVERY MONTH, 7 PM. BLUE 

CHAIR CAFE, 9624-76 AVE. Story Sign up at7 pm. First 

ten writers only, alloted five minutes each. Info: email 

thebunkerprojects@hotmail.com. 

TALES. STORY CAFE “PERFECT GIFTS" — DEC 6 

7-9 PM. ROSIE'S BAR & GRILL, 10475-80 AVE. Stories for the 

holidays, featuring TALES members Jennie Frost, David 

Haas, and Laura O'Connor. $5. Info: call TALES, 932-4409 

THE UPTOWN BROWNS — DEC 6, 7:30-8:30 PM. GREEN. 

WOODS" BOOKSHOPPE 7925 104 ST. Reading and book 

signing with author Mark Kazub. 





GET YOUR CAREER 
~ ROLLING WITH LIGHTS, 





CAMERA, ACTION. 


| WHERE CREATIVITY MEETS TECHNOLOGY. 


Script Supervisor 
RTA702 


Jan 4 to 6 | Jan 11 to 13, 2008 | $650 
Friday | 6:30 pm- 10:30 pm 
Saturday, Sunday | 9:00 am - 6:00 pm 


DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION IS DEC 21, 2007. 
ACCEPTANCE WILL BE DETERMINED FOLLOWING 
A PRE-REGISTRATION INTERVIEW. 


Producers Emergence Program (PEP) 
RIAZI? » sae 


Jan 15 to May 2, 2008 | $1,995 
Tuesday, Thursday | 6:30 pm - 10:30 pm 


DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION IS DEC 21, 2007. 
ACCEPTANCE WILL BE DETERMINED FOLLOWING 
A PRE-REGISTRATION INTERVIEW. 


For more information 
T: (780) 471.7675 
E: cheryld@nait.ca 





Nicola Simpson Khullar Touches Your Dial 
Teleprompter Every Week in SEE 


AN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY COMMITTE 


{Ole ys) om ong) 


O STUDENT SUCCESS 


ton a 


www.nait.ca/ContinuingEducation 
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inter in Edmonton is beautiful, 
but it's a sad time for greenery lov- 
ers. Apart from those unchanging 
evergreens, we're pretty much out 
of luck when it comes to leafy veg- 
ation outdoors. 

Indoors, it’s a different story. When 
you're cold and tired—and have spent 
extra hour in rush-hour traffic— 
Starting a modest indoor garden can 
be quite therapeutic. People tend to 
be calmer, more efficient, and more 
Satisfied with live plants around, 


















and in here in €-town, a few leafy 
miends can certainly brighten up 
he dark winter days. Not only do 
houseplants purify and renew stale 
door air by filtering out toxins, pol- 
utants, and carbon dioxide, but they 
Iso produce happy, head-clearing 
dxygen—a good alternative to prying 
Open the windows and letting in sub- 
ero winds. 

But how could any living thing sur- 
ve in a small, overpriced Edmonton 
apartment, where the only source of 
ht is a window that is slowly turn- 
ing into a sheet of impenetrable ice? 
Fear not: there are plenty of hardy 
pecies out there that don't need 

































Your Quest for 
a Career starts here. 


ATHOME: WINTER GARDENING - BY JESSICA MCGOVERN | 912 words 


reen on White 


much light, water, or—for the ab- 
sent-minded—much love either. The 
important thing is to pick the right 
plant for your level of commitment 


Finding the Perfect Match 
There are hundreds of plant species 
that will be perfectly happy in a win- 
try home. For instance, for a sexy 
bloom, go with the Peace Lily. It’s 
simple, elegant, and thrives in dim 
corners. 

Less flamboyant is the Dracae- 
na Spike Plant, which is plain but 
drought-resistant and happy in the 
shade. Similarly tough guys include 
the Arrowhead Vine, False Aralia, 
Snake Plant, and the 
Law's Tongue. (It’s a sharp one.) 


Mother-in- 


If the windows haven't quite frost- 
ed over, some of the more forgiving 
flowering plants, like the African 
Violet, Begonia, and the good ol’ Ge- 
ranium, will bloom for you. Poinset- 
tias are bountiful this time of year, as 
is the Holiday Cactus, which is very 
easy to care for and blooms hot pink 
buds for three to four weeks. 

If you're new to the indoor-green- 
thumb scene, consider starting off 
with some of the diehards. Look for 
a “ZZ” (that’s the Zamioculcas za- 
miifolia), or for a splash of colour, 


> 





go for an Anthurium. These bushy 
beauties have bright, heart-shaped 
flowers that come in red, pink, white, 
and orange 

The Jade Plant (Crassula argen- 
tea) is responsible for introducing 
many kids to the joys of gardening, 
thanks to its indestructible ways. It’s 
drought-tolerant, slow-growing, and 
hard to kill. Hey, if a kid can do it..... 

Finally, if you’ve had mass plant 
death on your hands in the past, get 
yourself an Aglaonema or a durable 
Chinese Evergreen. This tropical fo- 
liage plant tolerates poor light, dry 
air, air-conditioning, and drought— 
truly a Marine of houseplants 

If you want to sound smart at the 
garden centre, just ask the clerk 
for something from the Brome- 
liad family. There are over 3,000 
hardy 
withstand neglect. 


varieties, all and able to 


Taking Care of Your 

New Family 

The majority of houseplants are not 
difficult to tend to; if you can take 
care of yourself, you can take care 
of a plant. Here are some basic prin- 
ciples to keep in mind: 


Your Career is waiting - 


Health, Business, Indt 
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Light: Not all plants need direct 
sunlight. Some don't even need 
much natural light. A good rule of 
thumb is that if there’s enough light 
to read by, there's enough light for 
them to survive 


Temperature: Most varieties do 
well under average room tempera 
tures. Again, if you're comfortable, 
they probably are too. 
Water 

Tap water is fine for most house- 
plants. Go ahead: stick your finger 
in there. If it's dry, add water. If not, 
check again in a couple days. Once 
a month, plants should be watered 
thoroughly and drained in the sink 
to leach salts from the soil 
Nutrition 

Unless they’re marked “exotic,” 
most houseplants don’t need fertil- 
izer. Just stick with the soil it’s sold 


in 


Soil: If you want to sound like a 
pro, ask about the soil’s drainage 
abilities, aeration, and nutrient 
holding capacity. There’s no need to 
use specialty mixes for most types 
of houseplants 


Edibles 

On top of creating happy vibes in 
the depths of winter, there is a whole 
range of plants perfect for throwing 
in soups, stews and salads. Basil, dill 
and rosemary will all do well on a 









city life 


kitchen windowsill with a bit of sun 
and good drainage 

Fun tip: some kinds of herbs take 
over other kinds of herbs, resulting 
in a hybrid. If you have oregano and 
peppermint growing close to each 
other, they will merge into a minty- 
garnish. While edible herbs 
culinary genius, 


oregano g 
can inspire your 
medicinal plants like Aloe Vera are 
also handy when you suffer second- 
degree burns in pursuit of culinary 


perfection 


Shopping 
If you're new to growing plants, 


stay away from expensiv 
J J 





varieties, 
which are usually expensive for a 
reason and require advanced green- 
thumbery. The more you shell out, 
the more you have to lose. Start with 
a few cheap and cheerful varieties— 
after they do well, then go for the 
Venus Flytrap. 

Don't forget a nice pot too. Not 
only will your leafy friend feel ap- 
preciated, but a pot with a drainage 
hole will also keep the roots from 


sitting in too much water, prevent- 





ing the crushing defeat of root-rot 
Lastly, place the pot on a dish or tray 
to avoid water damage to your furni- 
ture or windowsill 

It's not rocket science, people. A 
little bit of love goes a long way, and 
a few blooming plants to welcome 
you home may just warm your heart, 
despite the Arctic chill 


8307-99" ST. 


“a BpRAU GH 








FRIDAY 7" 
DOORS 8:00 PM 
COVER $5 








SATURDAY 8" 
DOORS 8:00 PM 
COVER $5 







SATURDAY 15" 
DOORS 8:00 PM 
COVER $5 
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BIG RIVER W/ SUNSET STIX 
BERNARDS’ BLUES JAM 
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DIGITAL FUN - PRE-CHRISTMAS GRAB BAG - BY Z0Z |594 words 


aL 


am, re 





Mario: You'r 





I'mrubber, you're glue | Beautiful Katamari: so much fun, it's illogical 


BUT KATAMARI ONLY ROLLS 
SEMI-BEAUTIFULLY 





“I don't play videogames,” boasts the 
urinal graffiti. “I’m a grown man.” 

Grown up enough to vandalize a 
bar, certainly. 

But hey, don’t worry. You can scrib- 
ble all the time after seven Strong- 
bows and no “gettin’ any.” 

But for those of us not grown up 
enough to write hate mail on walls, 
with our genitals in the other hand, 
mid-November was a time of serious 
excitement. You've heard about “con- 


sole wars,” stretching back to the At- 
ari-Intellivion days, but only those 
with limitless recyclable income got 
to truly sunbake in this horizonflash 
of pre-Christmas software, includ- 
ing Guitar Hero [I and capped by 
the release of Edmonton's Mass &f- 
fect, drooled over even more in past 
weeks thanks to its deliberately You- 
Tubed softcore lesbian clambake. 
We'll get to Mass €ffect another 
time. For now, I'd like to pull you 
through three super-recent titles, 
Beautiful Katamari, Assassin's 
Creed, and the delightfully zero-G 
Super Mario Galaxy, which turned 


HOW TO BUY COWBOY BOOTS 


Alberta is beef country. And where there are cows, there are cowboys. Quintessential prairie style is durable and seasonless, so slip those calves into some 
cowboy boots and you'll fit in everywhere, from holiday hayrides to the summer Stampede. Buy the right pair and you'll still be tappin’ that hide in 10 
years’ time. Here’s SEF’s foolproof guide to buying your perfect pair of shitkickers. 


Step Away From The Mall 


xa S 





West Ed cannot 
help you. High 
Street 
just don't invest 
the kind of love 
specialty stores 


Get Fit 


shops 


e Pe 


rfect 
"ee 


out to be the most fun of the lot. Be- 
cause my X-Box 360 has yet to crap 
out on me, I'm still waving the Mi- 
crosoft flag hardest—so it's extra nice 
to see a Wii game like Mario move in 
with a little staying power. See you all 
around Valentine’s Day, basically. 
Let's start with the Katamari fran- 
chise: overall, it’s ok, with afternoon 
periods of disappointing. Katamari 
Damacy, if you don't already know, 
is the enticingly cartoony, non-se- 
quitur sticky-ball game, where your 
little hammerhead prince rolls up, 
in ascending-size order, everything 
from thumbtacks to cats to skyscrap- 


Trust The Rancher In You 





ers to Russia to constellations. 

With these games, it's all about the 
weird levels: schoolrooms, fishing 
holes, the shrinking Earth—all com- 
pletely zitty with millions of things to 
roll up, accompanied by an outrageous 
Japanese soundtrack. But in Katamari 
360, the levels were all on one train 
line—just split into sections—and we'd 
heard most of the music before. Add- 
ed to that: the thumbsticks are diago- 
nally skewed off the latitude marker 
and sadness all around. Which didn't 
stop me from playing for eight hours 
straight, mind you. But the PS2 ver- 
sions are king of this cosmos. 


bored with plain ol’ cowhide, boots can also be made 
in sea turtle, elephant, and ostrich skins. 


Assassins Creed out of Montre; 
meanwhile, is the first game I've 
heard refer to Christians, Jews, an; 
Muslims by name. Well, maybe )),, 
Left Behind shit, but... 

Especially breathtaking on HD 
Grand Theft Camel, where real-m)3) 
Jerusalem, Damascus, and fly-riddey 
British Acre are dangerous places |) 
be a Hashashin anti-Crusdader jy, 
1191. Like Crackdown, it’s both easy 
to get the big-smalls as you clim| 
up wailing towers to spot bullies 
It's also a keen Spider-Man simul, 
tor, but with throwing knives. Thy 
crowd reacts to your movements 
even when you're trying to catch ay 
upskirt in the garden harem. Though 
Altair is a bit of a bitchy doofus with 
woodcarved lines, the story is strong 
framed as a VR trip through ances. 
tral memory forced on a bartende 
named Desmond by a near-futury 
pharmaceutical company megaly 
maniac. 

Bottom line: it’s killer being a Per. 
sian terrorist mopping up uncivilized 
white injustice. Educational, too! Take 
that, “grown man.” 

The best for last: Super Mario Gal 
axy is the first true sequel to Mari 
64, just overweight with creative 
street-heroin levels, including run 
ning through a giant bee queen's fur 
as she coos. At first it's jarring scam 
pering around upside-down, but soon 
enough you don't even bother adjust 
ing the camera, and the Wii-mote 
works great as a jewel-gatherer in 
single and especially duet play. Other 
than that, it’s basically perfect Mario 
cleverly franchise-referential all the 
way, now having broken through the 
X and Y axes. Next stop: VR glasses, 
God help us all. 


will give to your babies, Head to a store that special- 
izes in boots, western wear, or leather. A good place 
to start is Diablo Boots on Gateway Blvd. “Dusty and 
Darlene” run this family business, which has been 
doin’ its thang for 50 years now. Obviously, the giant 
boot is another good place to stop for inspiration, but 
while you're there, call on Stallion Boot and Jean Co. 
(10007-167 St.), which specializes in handmade Ran- 
cho boots. Don't buy online—you can never be sure a 
boot will feel right until you try it on. Return policies 
on leather goods can be delicate, so be aware of any 
red flags. 
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Measuring your feet correctly is harder than you think. 
Feet tend to change size during the day—they'll be 
larger in the evening than in the moming. If you buy 
boots in the evening after a long day on your feet, 
you'll be swimming in them the morning after. It's 
best to buy in the middle of the day when your feet 
are at their in-between stage. Size can also differ 
from left to right, sometimes by one whole size, so be 
sure to try all pairs on both feet. If yours are wonky, go 
withthe bigger fit and get an insole. 





This rule applies to everything—listen to a salesper- 
son who knows what they're talking about, but don't 
be bullied. If there's any reasonable doubt, walk away. 
Don't, don't, don't spend $200 on boots you've been 
told you'll “break in.” Trust your instincts. When you 
slip on the right pair, you'll know. 


Think Of The Animals 
This one’s up to you. Animal hide stretches and soft- 
ens over time, while synthetic does not. For those 





This part may be hard to swallow, but the only way 
you're going to find a great, cheap pair of cowboy 
boots is if your wranglin’ grandfather hands them 
down to you, or Santa has you right at the top of his 
“nice” list. Good leather boots are an investment, 5° } 
be prepared to cough up. 





agenda | newsBiopinion | ity life | music| onscreen | arts classifieds | sex| the 












From sea to sea, 
bring my Fave 5 to me. 








Get unlimited nationwide talk & text. 
Any 5 friends. Any network? 


My Faves 


from $25/month* 





Samsung U410 Motorola W385 LG Chocolate Spin 


Samsung M620 
Gamera/Messaging/Games Camera/Messaging/Games Camera/Music/TV/Video Music Edition 


MOTORAZR2™ 


3amera/Music/TV/Video 
(Camera/Music/Radio/Video 


$0? $0° $79.99' $99.99' $249.99' 


(3 year term) (3 year term) (3 year term) (3 year term) (3 year term) 





Sign up"now and get a $50 gift on select phones 
including the Samsung U410 or the Motorola W385." 


TELUS 


the future is friendly* 
























TELUS AUTHORIZED 
DEALERS 


EDMONTON 


Abbotsfield Mall 





Londonderry Mall 
Town Centre 
Mall 
Southgate Mall 

West Edmonton Mall 








Downtown 


Alberta Mobllity 
109A Ave. 





Connect 

TELUS Plaza North 
10025 Jasper Ave 
Edmonton Wireless 
11315 104th Ave. 
Save On Telecom 
10603 107th Ave. 


WEST END 
Communications Group 
10620 178th St 
Johnson Wireless 

100 - 10429 178th St 


Save On Telecom 
17543 100th Ave. 


TAC Mobility 
9935 170th St 








0421 170th St 


Wireless Technology 
17508 Stony Plain Rd, 





13034 50th St. 
stom Cellular 
12714 137th Ave. 


ton Cellular 
118th Ave 


Johnson Wireless 


12604 126th St. 





Mobility Central 
5 - 14220 Yellowhead Trail 
Save On Telecom 

11150 149th St 


Visions 
13723 42nd St. NE 


SOUTH 
Alberta Mike 

3424 99th St 
Aita-Comm Wireless 
8710 51st Ave. 
Communications Group 
5926 99th St 


Custom Cellular 
South Edmonton Common, 
1916 98th St 


Edmonton Cellular 
10309 34th Ave. 
TAC Mobllity 

4515 Gateway Bid. 
Visions 

10133 34th Ave. 


Wireless City 
5912 104th St 


Xcell Communications 
4909 99th St. 
Fort Saskatchewan 


Associated Telecom 
9914 103rd St. 


‘Cambridge Electronics 
9542 - B6th Ave. 
Leduc 


Communications 2000 
6B - 5904 SOth St 


Complete Communications 
5205 50th Ave, 


Leduc Gommunications Inc. 
7 - 6109 45th St 
‘Sherwood Park 

Bernie's Cellular 

973 Ordze Rd. 


‘Complete Communications 
‘Sherwood Park Mall 
9 - 2020 Sherwood Dr. 


Telcel 

162 (Roadking) - 

26 Strathmoor Dr. 

Spruce Grove 

Maximurn Mobility 

30 - 96 Campsite Rd. 
Maximum Mobility 

116 Westland Market Mall 
St. Albert 

Edmonton Cellular 


.]30 - 200 St. Albert Rd. 


Global Cell Communications: 
204 Muir Dr, 

‘Save On Telecom 

229 St. Albert Centre 


Stony Plain 








For more details on these great offers, visit your TELUS authorized dealer or retailer, visit telusmobility.com or call 1-866-264-2966. 


|» 
FUTURE SHOP ; 





‘Starmiew Communications 
107 - 5101 48th St. 


4 "= available to new activations in British Columbia, Alberta. Ontario and Quebec until December 31, 2007, excent as otherwise indicated *Taxes, ong distance, additions! airtime, roaming, pay-per-use charges, monthly system access fee and monthly enkanced 911 emergency service access charges are extra, +Offer available for clients signing on a1, 2 or 3 year service agreement. Client's 
' * numbers must be Canadian domestic numbers and must not include the client's own TELUS mobile phone number, the voice mail retrieval number, tol-fee or $00 numbers. Nationwnde refers to local and long distance calls within Canada made ta or receive from clients mobile phone, Text messages can only be sent to and received lram other mobile phones and are subject to roaming and 
onal charges. This fers fo text messaging ony and des nat nude picture r video messaging. Clens may change the fe nurbers once peril cycle Ey isting wemyekeobilty com. CMe avalebl unl December 25, 2007, fine nt pce based on a3 ya sens agreement afer instore discount atime of actnation Phone salah and pica may any Pees 








°° cubject to change without notice ** Offer available to new activations on a 3 year service agreement on select phanes at participating locations only. The gift is an in-store credit on the purchase of select products Gift is not redeemable for cash and cannot be combined with any ather aftec © 2007 TELUS 
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NG : MacEwan 


pe. Bachelor of Child 
and Youth Care 


Prepare for a rewarding career helping at-risk youth and their 
families manage emotional and behavioural problems 


With diploma and degree options, full-time or part-time studies, 
you can choose your own path - and reach your full potential 


INFORMATION SESSION 


Wednesday, December 19", 6:30 pm 
Room 233, MacEwan's South Campus 
(7319 - 29 Avenue) 


Call 497-4646 or visit www.MacEwan.ca/cyc 


Make a difference. 
Build relationships that change lives. 


think MacEwan 


www.MacEwan.ca 


O07; 


a SpE S - 


handbags & acces ories| 
and receive ‘an extra Se 


10% Fevii SIF 


' sale product. 
oe mete mentee chnal Sama 


get Iwice the unilupope this chrintmas 
t a tPF 


with qrasitypons foatieur and qrarilupope tailored gooda! 
A 


ie 


gravitypope shoes ec nt #2 > Bond ave 
gravitypope tailored goods : e nton 822 


www.qravitypope.com 


2 gateway bivd 
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Thembekile Nyathi | Retail Sales 


BY FAWNDA MITHRUSH 


Where: Hiding from Christmas shoppers 
Hair: | do it myself. I've got extensions in 
right now. 

Wearing: The jeans are Parasuco. | got them 
at WEM. My sweater is from Urban Behav- 
jour, and the top is from garage. | got the 
shoes at Boardwalk Shoes, the belt at Urban 
Behaviour. The jewellery and accessories are 
from Claires. | bought the hat at LeChateau. 


Into: | love music, singing. I'm into fashion. 
| love shopping pretty much everywhere 
Urban Behaviour and Costa Blanca are my 
favourite stores, because the fashions ale 
always really now and they change over all 
the time. The Count of Monte Cristo is my a! 
time favourite movie. 

Icons: | like Beyoncé's style, and Mary J. Blige 
But | really love everything Versace. 
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Samsung m300 











We're celebrating the season 
with our best deal ever. 


Do we know how to party, or what? 


Text & Talk $35 Plan 


2500 Text messages Unlimited local evening Get unlimited: 

Unlimited local incoming calls? and weekend calling (5pm) Text/picture/video messages 
Windows Live® Messenger 
Mobile Browser™ 

For the first 3 months’ 


150 Local anytime minutes 25 Picture/video messages® 
150 Long distance minutes¢ Per second billin: 


Canada's Most Affordabl 


Keep talking’and texting... 
solomobile.ca 1877 999-SOLO 


Available at the following Available at the 10157 - 101 Street Londonderry Mall Southgate Shopping Centre * Available at: 
Solo Mobile kiosks: following Bell stores: 8770 170th Sveet Mill Woods Town Centre Se ae 

17th Northgate Centre West Edmonton Mall 
tomonton City Centre 6143 28th Avenue 3918 White Mud & 17th St hg 


lords Bonnie Doon St Albert Centre Westmount Centre : {booth © WAL*MART , 
Soutous Cate GS Creetsie contre St Abert Tals 137 Avenue Wyte Avene at 107 Steet ooth NIPAGE WALMART WIRELESSWAYE)> 
iets, y Sherwood Park Malt 
West & Edmonton City Centre a 
ay ennai Kingsway Garden Mall South Edmonton Common Ne 


the fr 
Moto 
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WHAT ARE KIDS ASKING FOR THESE DAYS? 
Anything and everything. | had one litt! 
come up and say that all she wante: 
Christmas was for everyone in the wor 
be happy. On the other hand we get childrey 
who want TVs, cars, limousines... 


HAD ANY MEMORABLE VISITORS? 

| just had an 87-year-old woman here tod 
She was thrilled. It was the first time she 
ever sat with Santa, All she wanted was a 
nice photo with Santa Claus. 


THINK ANYONE COULD BE A SANTA? 

No, { think you need to be really calm, and| 
think you need to really be able to listen to 
people. You need to be very observant—with 
the kids, with the moms and with the dads 


ANYTHING NOT SO GREAT ABOUT THE JOB? 
Sometimes, it's hard when moms totall 
insist that their child has to have his p 
taken with Santa, and the poor kid v 
nothing to do with it. If | have a little c 
boy on my lap, | just sit back and let hirr 
right off my leg, so he can run away a' 


i] 
Garry Beattie | SANTA CLAUS, WEST EDMONTON MALL | a are 
PHOTO BY JESSICA MCGOVERN 
Q&A WITH EDMONTONIANS BY JESSICA MCGOVERN THISIS YOUR FIRST YEAR AS SANTA; THINK 


YOU'LL DO IT AGAIN? 
ISTHAT YOUR REAL BEARD? | was an aeronautical engineer for 35 years,  adventure—| love adventures. HOW DO YOU ANSWER KIDS WHO ASK, “ARE | think so. But | don't know-where do you go 
Yes itis. In fact, |have never shaved in my life. and then | retired to the thriving metropolis YOU THE REAL SANTA CLAUS?” from here? West Edmonton Mall is the big 
I've had this beard now for 40 years. of Devon. This year, my son found an ad in DID YOU HAVETO DO SANTA CLAUS TRAINING? Absolutely. In fact, | say, “Think I'm not the- gest mall in the world. What next? North 
the paper looking for Santas. He took my pic- Not one bit. | just got the outfit, andthe rest. real Santa? Tug on my beard! Ask me any —_ Pole, maybe? 
HOW DID YOU END UP AS SANTA CLAUS? ture, emailed it off,and nowherelam.|t'san —_isall me. You have to be natural. question about Christmas!” 
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Photos by erystal. puim photography 


SOUTHSIDE 
SA04 1095S 1 
ooo 1 81 2 


BRUNCHL 


6 ~ December n 


news&opinion | city life | music | on screen | arts | classifieds sex the 












‘Agenda | news&opinion | city life | music | on screen | arts | classifieds | sex | the back 





10922 88th Avenue 


much warmer than here 


Soe SS 


ee 


RESTAURANTS - 


+ BY SCOTT LINGLEY | 966 words 


2 Good 2B4-Gotten 


HAPPY GARDEN’S B4 DUCK AND 
SHA CHA LAMB WILL PLEASE 
YOUR HOT-AND-SOUR-SEEKING 
SELF 

HAPPY GARDEN MANDARIN CUISINE 

6525-11 St, 435-7622 








A few years ago, the North China 





Restaurant, long my main supple 
of hot and sour soup, Szechuan beef 
Singapore noodies and other hang- 
over-alleviating take-out delicacies 


closed both its locations in town 





2aders 


Distraught, I appealed to S 
through this column to send in their 





suggestions for the best Chinese res 
taurant to tell my troubles to 

I guess no one knew of any place 
better than North China, because | 
received not a single response But 
that didn’t dissuade me from con- 
tinuing my search and, though I've 
found some decent purveyors of 
Chinese cuisine, none have ever re- 
placed North China in my heart, nor 
in the veins and arteries leading into 
and out of my heart 

Of course it would be ridiculous to 
suggest there aren't any good Chi 
nese restaurants in Edmonton, but 
sometimes you have to stray from 
the beaten path and look behind 
things to find them. Case in point 
the Happy Garden restaurant, Asian 
gem of the Parkallen:’hood, nestled 
in a row of boutiques 

As.a sign proudly announces just 
inside their door, the same head chef 
and management have been running 
this establishment for the better part 
of 20 years. It almost looks like the 
prices on the menu haven't changed 
under the current regime. The most 
expensive dishes on the menu go for 
$1150, most cost around $8, and 
even traditionally expensive import- 
ed beer can be had for a mere $3.75 
(eat-in only). 

On this night my co-diner and | 
wanted to depart from our perennial 
selections and try something unique. 
We requested the Sha Cha Lamb 
($8), an order of Assorted Chinese 
Greens ($7.50), the B4 Duck ($8) 
and some steamed rice ($1.25). We 
also ordered the Hot and Sour Soup 
for two ($3.50) for old time's sake— 
or perhaps because it was so cheap. 

The brief break between ordering 
and receiving food allowed us to note 
that the management might have 
kept prices low by refraining from 
redecorating, thus passing the sav- 
ings on to the consumer. Like the 
great North China before it, Happy 
Garden maintains a modest, utilitar- 
ian dining room, mirrored pillars 
notwithstanding. 

First out of the kitchen was the 
hot and sour soup, which was not at 
all like the hot and sour soup we've 
come to expect at other places. 
Rather than the usual thick, dark, 
intense broth, this one looked more 


like chicken soup—in fact, the only 
meat in it was chicken. The soup 
also contained lots of tofu and bam 
boo shoots, along with enough white 
pepper to make my lips tingle. I pre- 
fer an angrier, more varied hot and 


sour soup, but this was an interest- 


ing variant 
The lamb, duck, and vegetable 
dishes came within moments of 





other, along with the steamed 
rice, and our request for a side of hot 
sauce was quickly met. Each dish 
was more generous than its price tag 
boded and the meat dishes were well 
supplemented with their own veg- 
gies 

That said, | think any dish called 
Assorted Chinese Greens should 
consist mainly of bok and or suey 
choy, with possibly some gai lan, and 
then whatever else you want to add 
Happy Garden's Assorted Chinese 
Greens were mostly broccoli and 
celery with some pea pods, carrots 
white and green onions, and some 
fugitive morsels of choy 

The duck dish, likewise in a shiny 
sauce, was well appointed with thick 
slices of duck, but also with whole 
plump Chinese mushrooms and dia- 
oot that had ab- 
sorbed the meat’s flavour. The lamb. 





monds of bamboo 


stir fried in thin strips, was accomipa- 
nied by some of the same vegetables 
as in the other two dishes, but had 
been tossed in a lightly spiced sauce 
made with chilies and shallots 

In all, a satisfying, fresh-tasting, 
and carefully prepared array of dish- 
es. The total bill came to a mere $30 
with tax, Need I say more? 


Bonus: After you get home... 


Say folks, do your take-out leftovers 





lack zing and excitement? Let me 
tell you about a miracle cure for the 
lacklustre doggy bag that has 1,001 
other uses around the home. It's a 
Thai condiment called chili jam and 
it’s a snap to make 

First, go to an Asian grocery and 
buy a little mesh bag of shallots 
($0.99). Next, go home, peel, and 
finely chop them. After that, heat a 
quarter cup of vegetable oil in a fry- 





ing pan on medium. While the oil is 
heating, mince three cloves of garlic. 
Now add the minced shallots and 
garlic to the oil and cook until golden 
brown. Don't skimp on the golden or 
the brown. 

When ready, remove the mix- 
ture from the heat and stir in half a 
teaspoon of brown sugar, a dash of 
salt, and two to five tablespoons of 
crushed red chilis, according to your 
tolerance for spice. Let it cool, toss 
it in a jar or other airtight container, 
put it in your fridge and hey presto, 
you have a delicious all-purpose hot 
sauce that will perk up Chinese left- 
overs, rice, roasted potatoes, and 
many other dishes while kicking 
your ass a little bit. 
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LUNCH 

ARBOUR RESTAURANT (RUTHERFORD HOUSE, 11153 
SASK. DR. UOF A CAMPUS) The perfect place to take your 
wife's mother's second aunt twice-removed if you need to 
entertain her for an afternoon and listen to stories about 
how things used to be back in the day. Try the sandwiches 
or the afternoon tea. If this is your thing, this is your place. 
tee dear vy (Sept 2006) 

LATIN DELIGHTS (BOARDWALK MARKET, 10320-102 AVE.) 
Ifyou're on alunch break from an office tower or out poking 
around the farmer's market on 104 St. and suddenly find 
yourself all sort of peckish, why not pop into the Boardwalk 
Market for a churassco from Latin Delights. These little 
sandwiches are pure, simple, and tasty. Perfect street food, 
eke tro (Apr2006) 


JAPANESE 

I LOVE SUSHI (10108-105 ST.) If you're in the downtown 
area and in the mood for a raw deal, look no further than 
‘Love Sushi, Relatively good sushi, sashimi, Bento boxes 
and udon at justifiable prices, served in simple, but nice 
surroundings. % # + tr ex (May 2006) 


DELI 

COL MUSTARD'S CANTEEN AND CATERING CO. (10802- 
124 ST). Oh my God! Comfy and casual in great surroundings 
doesn't even begin to describe the feeling you get in Col. 
Mustard’s. It’s a little pricey for a sandwich and a bow! of 
soup, but given their dedication to quality, it's worth the 
extra cost to ensure superior products, 9 a sx (May 
2006) 


SPANISH 

UATAPA (10523-99 AVE.) A great little Spanish place fora 
warm summer evening. If you can, try to get a seat on the 
patio, drink sangria, spend some time putting a good selec- 
tion of tapas together, and then relax. If you follow these 
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directions, you should be in for a fun night. eave ert 
(July 2006) 


PIZZA 

DALLAS PIZZA & STEAKHOUSE (7834-106 AVE.)Dallas 
is really your prototypical pizza and steakhouse type 
restaurant from a bygone era. But, given that the food is 
well-prepared, the service is good, and the price is reason- 
able, it makes me wonder why we've moved on? Give the 
Dallas a try and you'll find yourself asking the same thing. 
ete te vr (Aug 2006) 

FAMOSO NEAPOLITAN PIZZERIA (11750 JASPER AVE) If 
you're interested in good food in fast-food like atmosphere, 
or are looking for franchise opportunities, look no further 
than Famoso, They serve authentic Neapolitan pizzas, as 
per the regulations set out by the Associazione Verace Pizza 
Napoletana (VPN), in a quick in and out fashion. 

eek eeve (July 2007) 

TONY'S PIZZA PALACE (9605-11 AVE.) Without a doubt, 
Tony's is one of the top places in Edmonton for a traditional 
Italian pizza. Watching the guys in the kitchen hand toss the 
dough and banter back and forth can be just about as good 
as the food. oe 4 ae vr (May 2006) 


KOSHER 

CAFE LEVI (EUROPA BOULEVARD, WEM) You've got to 
bemeshuggenah if you think there's any better place for 
falafels in Edmonton. The next time you're at the mall and 
needa bite, do yourself a favour and give this kosher food 
counter a try for an orthodox take on traditional mall fare. 
ek ek wy (May 2006) 


SOUTHEAST ASIAN 

BAN THAI (5726-100 AVE.)Fairly authentic tasting Thai 
food in... how would | describe the surroundings... maybe 
fairly authentic as well? At any rate, the dishes are what | 
imagine really good home cooked food is like in Thailand, A 


bit pricey though. a ao +r xr (July 2006) 

NINH KIEU (10708-98 ST.) If you're a fan of the venerable 
Vietnamese noodle soup pho, give the Ninh Kieu a try. 
Everything about the place is fairly standard and similar 
towhat you would normally expect from this type of 
restaurant, except for the pho, which is really quite good. 
Ok, | guess the green onion cake is pretty good too. 

ke & wry (Jan 2007) 

PURPLE DIAMOND RESTAURANT (9645 101A AVE.) The 
Purple Diamond Restaurant offers a large variety of rela- 
tively authentic Vietnamese and Chinese dishes, depending 
‘on what you choose from the 109 item menu. The food is 
relatively fresh and well-prepared, and the surroundings 
are comfortable and clean. All in all, it's a good gamble, 
dete 


CHINESE 

NEW TAN TAN (10/33-97 ST.) If you're an old dim sum 
veteran, you'll probably be happy enough with the New 

Tan Tan and its somewhat “rugged” style. But if you're 

new to this type of service and are looking for a dim sum, 

for dum-dums first time experience, you might want to try 
someplace alittle less... haggard? % #& a xxx (Oct 2006) 


FINE DINING 

HARDWARE GRILL (9698 JASPER AVE.) Arguably one 

the best restaurants in Edmonton. Be warned however, if 
you go, it's an undertaking. Definitely not the type of place 
you just pop into with friends on a whim for a light casual 
meal. Be prepared to fast for at least a week before going, 
and hibemate afterwards (portions are way too big and 
priced accordingly). Definitely a special occasion restaurant. 
ek kw te (Feb 2007) 

MADISON'S GRILL (10053 -/ASPER AVE.) Without a doubt, 
Madison's is one of the top restaurants in Edmonton. The 
warmand comfortable surroundings make this a perfect 
place for a romantic getaway, or for that special occasion. 


OccULT YOGA 





Love specialist, resolves all 


wa 


problems,Business s 


release from | 





IeCeSs. 


spell, protection against enemies, reunite 
lovers forever, even helpless cases. 


BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 


MEDITATION 


MEDITATION FOR EVERYONE! 

Amitabha Kadampa Buddhist Centre Drop-in 
Meditation Classes Thursdays 7-9pm. Ina 
casual setting. Classes include 2 guided medi- 
tations, discussion and break for tea & cookies. 
Fee $10 

Location: Gameau United Place 

11148 84th Avenue 

Ph: 438-2262 

www.meditationedmonton.org 


§225 - 112 street /Edmonton, AB, T6G 2C8 
780-413-1730 / organicroots@telusplanet.net 
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MEDITATION 


Beginners meditation Village Lifestyles. Thurs- 
days 5 - 7, 10429 - 79 Avenue. Call Debora 
887-3226. 





Dance Meditation at Village Lifestyles, 
10429-79 Ave, 887-3226 to register. No dance 
experience necessary. 


Channelled Angel Readings by Debora. Tues- 
days at The Village. Village Lifestyles 10429 - 
79 Ave, 887-3226. 


eke es (July 2006) 


VEGETARIAN 

PADMANADI (70626 - 97ST.) Padmanadi offers wonderful 
Malaysian style vegetarian food at more than reasonable 
prices. Everything one the menu is vegan friendly, and 
everyone in the place is friendly to vegans. Or non-vegans 
for that matter. They're just plain nice, & sx (Sept 
2006) 


MEXICAN 

ACAJUTLA RESTAURANT (11302-107 AVE.) Tacos, pastels, 
and tostadas, oh my! A variety of dishes—from typical meat 
and dough-based hand food to full-on meals with plenty of 
tice, refried beans and tortillas. Simple and delicious “home 
cooking”-style food. & #& %& %* xx (Sept 2006) 


CAFE 

MILL CREEK CAFE (9562-62 AVE.) If you're visiting 
Edmonton and staying downtown, walk south down the 
stairs at the MacDonald, cross the bridge, and head into Mill 
Greek ravine. Follow the path, go up the hill at the Mill Creek 
Pool parking lot and wander right to the Mill Creek Café for 
alight bite to eat. That way, you'll experience both the great 
geography and the small town hospitality we're so proud 
Of. ke exe (Oct 2006) 


KOREAN 

GAYA (11147-87 AVE.) ONE HOT little shikdang. Reasonably 
priced Korean food in hole-in-the-wall surroundings. Be 
prepared to wait for a table, and don't expect to linger after 
you've finished. Well worth it nonetheless, ek ae rs 
(Nov 2006) 


INDIAN 

HAWELI (10220-103 ST.) Tasty food and excellent nann 
bread, but be warned—they do a lunch buffet. If that’s your 
thing, this could well be your place. If it's not your thing, I'd 


Upcoming Workshops! All workshops 


say maybe try Haweli for dinner, + %& x x (Feb 2007) 
TANDOORI GRILL EXPRESS & MONTREAL DELI (6508. 
75ST, Despite the odd menu, these folks are really capable 
of some fine cuisine. If you go, spend some time chatting 
with the folks and see if they can prepare any of your favoy- 
Tites. If so, you just might find that you have a new favourit: 
tandoori restaurant in town, *& %& <r (Dec 2006) 


EUROPEAN 

CONTINENTAL TREAT (10560-82 AVE.) Definitely not 

the type of place that hopes to razzle-dazzle you with its 
creativity as the menu is largely standard (somewhat plain) 
Classic preparations of Eastern European favourites. It's 
the type of restaurant that used to set the standard for 
high-class dining, which can still bea nice treat if you're 
willing to buy into the type of experience they're offering 
+k kv (Dec 2006) 


HOTEL 

HOTEL MACDONALD - CONFEDERATION LOUNGE 
(10065-100 ST.) Wondering whatever happened to the 
grand old tradition of hotel dining? It’s at the Hotel 
Macdonald. But if you're not up to dropping some large 
coin on a meal just to have the experience, pop by the Mac's 
Confederation Room for a glass of wine and a bite to eat 
It’s guilty pleasure everyone should experience once ina 
while. a & a vr (Dec 2006) 


FAMILY 

VICKY’S FAMILY DINING (993 FIR ST, SHERWOOD PARK) 
This popular spot in Sherwood Park is great for those times 
when you don''t feel like vegetables or fresh foods prepared 
from scratch. The expensive cuts of meat they use are hard 
to screw up, so they'll likely be juicy and tender, but that's 
hardly setting the bar very high. %& <x x (Jan 2007) 


Your Corner Health Centre te Adres eos Cal 430.9003 


YOGA 





SOLSTICE CANDLELIGHT 


Friday, December 21. 6:00- 7:30pm. $10 drop-in 
Celebrate the Winter Solstice with a soothing candlelight 
Relax and recharge in a meditative class on the longest night 


year. Drop-in only. 


Yoga in CostaRica! 


February |- 8, 2008. Only 5 spaces left! 

Join us in a rejuvenating yoga retreat and tropical adventure in 
CostaRica. Situated amid lush rain forest and pristine beaches, 
enjoy daily yoga, meditation, jungle hikes, waterfalls and so much 
more, A retreat for all level of yogis with Breanna Johnson 


Price; $1500. Non-refundable deposit: $300. Register 

soon, space is filling up!Price includes: 8 days/7 nights 
accommodations,daily yoga classes,3 delicious meals a 
day, rain forest, beach and ocean adventures and more. 


Price does not include airfare. 


Please visit our website 
for more information. 


SHANTI 


YOGA STUDIO. 


create peace - be love - live joy Edmontot 


return to your roots 


We Specialize In Specialty Diets Such As Gluten Free 
Ask About Our Free In Store Educational Seminars 


#2, 10026-10 


Wwww.shantiyogastudio.ca 


780-421.9444 
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EVENTS 


ART FROM THE HEART DEC 15, 12-6 PM. 7359-104 ST. 
INDEPENDENT ARTISTS, PHOTOGRAPHERS, PRINTMAKERS, 
‘AND DESIGNERS DISPLAY WORKS FOR SALE. PRESENTED BY 
IN3STEES. $2 ADMISSION. 

BOAR’S HEAD FESTIVAL DEC78& 8, 7PM. BETHLEHEM 
(UTHERAN CHURCH, 4638-117 AVE. A re-creation of the 
medieval festival of Christ's birth. Free. Info: 477-2894. 
CANDORA SOCIETY OLDE FASHIONED CHRISTMAS 
COMMUNITY CELEBRATON DEC 6, 4-8:30 PM. ABBOTS- 
FIELD RECREATION CENTRE, 3010-119 AVE. Free community 
event for all ages, activities include holiday crafts, sleigh 
rides, carolling, snow-shoeing, bonfires, and homemade 
baking. Proceeds benefit the Christmas Bureau. 

THE CARROT ARTS MARKET SATURDAYS, 10 AM- 2PM. 
THE CARROT ARTS COFFEEHOUSE, 9351 118 AVE. Artists and 
artisans from the community and beyond share unique 
sifts, cafts, and artwork. Info: www.thecarrot.ca. 
THEFINE ART OF SCHMOOZY DEC 8, DOORS AT 8 PM. 
LATITUDE 53, 10248-106 ST,, 423-5353 Annual Christmas 
fundraiser and silent art auction, featuring entertainment 
by The Parkers and Louise Dawson. Tickets $20 advance, $25 | 
at thedoor. Info: www.latitude53.org. 

GUERILLA BOUTIQUE DEC 8-9, 22-23, 2-10 PM. THE 
ARTERY, 9535 JASPER AVE. A bi-weekly market showcasing 
\ocal fashion designers, crafters, and artists. Handmade 
clothing, oddities, and accessories that appeal to a hip and 
urban crowd, no imports or resold items. Info: guerillabou- 
ti 

HORSE DRAWN WAGON RIDES EVERY SAT, I-4 PM, UNTIL 
DEC 22, MARKETPLACE AT CALLINGWOOD Callingwood's 
holiday tradition, offering free sleigh rides for children and 
adults. 

KING'S GUILD CHRISTMAS CRAFT SALE DEC 8, 10 AM-3 
PM. KING'S UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, 9125-50 ST. Over 60 tables 
ofart, cafts, and giftware. $2 admission, children free. Free 
parking available. 

WINA'S DREAMS DEC 6. PALACE BANQUET FACILITY, 3223 
PARSONS RD. inaugural fundraiser in memory of Nina 
Courtepatte. Entertainment by Danny Hooper, Jared Sowan, 
Stephanie Harpe, Little Hawk, and Aboriginal fashion 
designer Pat Piche. Tickets $75, call 479-8195, Sponsored by 
the Institute for Advancement of Aboriginal Women. 


MEETINGS 


‘ACOA MONDAYS, INCLUDING HOLIDAYS, 7:30 PM. BSMT, 
BRAESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, #6 BERNARD DR., ST. 
ALBERT, CORNER OF BISHOP ST. & SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL 
AVE. USENORTH ENTRANCE. Twelve-step support program 
foradult children of alcoholic and dysfunctional families. 
ALBERTA ENTREPRENEURS ASSOCIATION EVERY 
JRD TUE, 5:30-9 PM. THE FACULTY CLUB, 11435 SASK DR. 


DUCAMPUS SAINT-JEAN, U OFA DEC'0, “Cruising Bar’. 
Oonations accepted at the door. 
EDMONTON NATURE CLUB DEC 14, 7:30 PM. ROYAL 
ALBERTA MUSEUM, 12845-102 AVE. “The Birds of Christmas” 
and “Hangin'Out with Hawk Owls”, presentations by 
photographer Gerald Romanchuk. ENC holds monthly meet- 
ings at RAB. Info: contact Mark 430-7134 or email mreine@ 
telusplanetinet. 
ENTERPRISERS' FORUM TOASTMASTERS CLUB 
MONDAYS (TUE AFTER LONG WEEKENDS), NOON. ROYAL 
GLENORA CLUB, RIVER VALLEY RO. Buffet lunch, supportive 
and fun-filled environment; learn communication and 
leadership skills, Info: Dan Rotzien 463-0565 or drotzien@ 
shaw.ca, 
FORWARD THINKERS TOASTMASTERS CLUB 
TUESDAYS, 7PM. STRATHCONA COUNTY BUILDING, 2001 
SHERWOOD DRIVE, SHERWOOD PARK. Build self-confidence 
‘and communications skills Info: 922-3835. 
FRENCH CONVERSATION THURSDAYS, ALLIANCE 
FRANCAISE, #202, 8627 RUE MARIE-ANNE GABOURY. Info: 
Godfrey, 469-0399, 
FRENCH MEETUP Informal conversation group, all levels 
of French speakers welcome. Info:french.meetup.com/236 
orcall 720-5169, 
GREAT EXPEDITIONS, HOSTEL TRAVEL 2ND MON EVERY 
MONTH, 7:30 PM, HOSTELLING INTERNATIONAL, 1064781 ~ 
AVE. Everyone welcome. For presentation schedule or more 
information call Sylvia at 454-6216 or 455-6741, 
HIP MAMAS MEET-UP GROUP Young mothers and their 
babies meet several times a week. Free to join, plenty of 
‘tends to be made. Info: hipmama.meetup.com/151/, 
'LLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB 2ND THU OF EACH MONTH, 8 
PM, THE ROOST, 10345-104 ST. Cross-dressers, transsexuals, 
frends, and supporters meet. Info: 3873343 ogo to groups 
yahoo com/group/edmonton illusions. 
WAGES ALBERTA CAMERA CLUB 2ND & 4TH THU OF 
THE MONTH, 8 PM ALLENDALE SCHOOL 6415 ~ 106 ST. 
'nformative presentations, speakers, workshops, outings, 
lus monthly and year-end competitions. Photographic 
enthusiasts ofall levels welcome. For further info see www, 
Imagesab.ca or call Sheila 469-9776. 

GROUP FOR WOMEN'S ISSUES Weekly 
‘op-in meetings, providing resources and information 
On self-esteem, mental health, employment, etc. Men are 
Pam ated 196 50. - 
wer 











-101ST, NORTH DOOR, Meeting for TS adults and parents of | 
TS kids. Info: 1-866-824-9764, 
UPWARD BOUND TOASTMASTERS CLUB WEDNESDAYS, 
7-8:30 PM. RM 601, NORQUEST COLLEGE, 10215-108 ST. mn- 
prove listening, speaking, and overall communication skills, 
Info; email adamstk@telus.net, or call Roger at 454-3720, or | 
Theresa at 488-4098. 
WEST-END TOASTMASTER CLUB “COMMUNICATION | 
AND LEADERSHIP” TUESDAYS, 6:45-9 PM. JASPER PLACE 
LIBRARY, 9010-156 ST. Friendly environment of personal 
progress and mutual support. Info: 495-5424, 
WOW-WILD ON WORDS DEC 9, 1] AM-1:30 PM. THREE 
BANANAS CAFE, CHURCHILL SQUARE An eclectic creative 
writing group welcoming both professional and amateur 
writers, Suggested donation $10. For info on monthly meet- 
ings email feelgoodbewellin2007@gmail.com. 


| YOUNG COMMUNIST LEAGUE 2ND FRI, 5 PM. REMEDY 


CAFE, 8631-109 ST. For discussion topics and suggested read- 
ings go to www. facebook com/group.phpgid=3559215104. 


HEALTH & 


WELLNESS 


CANADIAN NATIVE FRIENDSHIP CENTRE!!205-101 ST., 
479-1999 A range of services for members of the Native 
community, including a free community lunch Fridays at 
Noon, employment & Public Health information, counseling 
feferrals & one-on-one support, AADAC & Legal Aid referrals, 
low cost or free beds, housing & clothing referrals. info: 
479-1999, 

CLUB LULU LULULEMON 10544 - 82 AVE. Weekly activities | 
toget you moving. Visit www.lululemon.com, call 435-9363 
or email: whyte-commwunity@lululemon.com to register. 
CONSTELLATIONIST & 3RD WED, 7 PM, 10431-37 AVE. A 
unique healing process, transforming past burdens into 
Positive affirmations. Info: 967-5162 or constellationcur- 
fents.a. 

GENTLE YOGA RADHA YOGA 9946-87 AVE. Weekly classes 
insmall group settings and Sunday Satsang (by donation). 
Call for schedule and fees. Info: 432-3363 or www.radha.org. 
LIVING POSITIVE TUESDAYS 7-9 PM. SUITE 50, 9912-106 

ST. Aconfidential space where POZ people can discuss & 
share common issues of concer. A peer-driven, AIDS service 
organization, providing direct support to people living with 
HIV in Alberta. Info: 488-5768 or edmlivingpositive.ca. 
LOTUS SOUL GYM YOGA STUDIO 10518 82 AVE. 
Multidisciplinary yoga studio offering drop-in & registered 
classes in hatha, vinyasa flow, Pilates, yoga for runners, pre- | 
natal, post-natal, mommy & me, and partner workshops. | 
Alllevels welcome. Info: For schedules and pricing, visit 
www.lotussoulgym.com, call 434-9642 or email info@ | 
lotussoulgym.com. 

MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION EVERY THIRD & 
FOURTH SAT, 9 AM-5 PM. FACULTE SAINT-JEAN, 8406-91 
ST. ROOM 3-18. An organization for the emancipationand =| 
autonomy of African women through programs on economy, | 
community radio and community health. Offers training 
OnHIV-AIDS prevention, treatment and harm reduction in 
French, English and African languages. Admission free for 
members, membership: $10, Call 490-7332 to register. 

MS ACTIVE NOW #150, 9405-50 ST. Recreation and Physi- 
cal Wellness programs. Info: 471-3034. 

OPEN YOUR MIND! 1/403-101 ST. Gaden Samten Ling 
Tibetan Buddhist Meditation Society. Meditation and 
Buddhist teachings by resident teacher, Tibetan Buddhist 
monk, Kushok Lobsang Dhamchoe. Beginners Tue 7 pm. 
Intermediate Wed 7 pm. Advanced practices Sun Tl am. Info: 
479-0014 www.gadensamtenling.org. 

PRESCHOOL INDOOR SOCCER SATURDAYS (NOV-JUN), 
9:30 AM-NOON. SACRED HEART SCHOOL GYM, 96 ST. & 108 
AVE. Ages 2-12, girls and boys. Basic soccer skills, taught by 
FIFA certified coach. Info: call Tony, 420-0760. 

RAJA YOGA MEDITATION #208, 10132-105 ST. Inassocia~ 
tion with the Brahma Kumaris World Spiritual Organization. 
For info on introductory classes or events go to www.bkwsu. 
org or call 425-1050, 

RIVER VALLEY RUNNERS TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS 
5:15-6:45 PM. RIVERDALE COMMUNITY HALL, 9231-100 AVE. 
Coached training for running on Edmonton's extensive river 
valley trails, including warm up and cooldown. Info: www. 
rivervalleyrunners.net or call 447-1909, 

TOPS: TAKE OFF POUNDS SENSIBLY THURSDAYS, 6:30- 
7:30 PM. ALLENDALE COMMUNITY LEAGUE, 6330-1054 ST. 
Weight loss support and information. First meeting is free. 
Info: TOPS4990@hotmail.com. 

TRANQUILITY MEDITATION WEDNESDAYS 7 PM. 10502-70 
AVE. Tibetan tradition. Free, beginners welcome, instruction 
available. Call Lama Ani Kunsang 633-6157 or go to www. 
karmatashiling.org. 

VEGETARIANS OF ALBERTA Monthly events, potluck 
dinners, and dine-out nights for vegetarians and vegans. 
Monthly newsletter includes articles on health, environ- 
‘ment, and compassion. Info: events@vofa.ca or go to www. 
VofA.ca. 


LEARNING 


AFRICAN DANCE CLASSES/0275 JASPER AVE Movements: 
The Afro-Caribbean Dance Ensemble, offers a variety of 
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| DROP-IN ART FOR THE ARTIST AT HEART PROFILES 


| portunites for students and families at Edmonton Chess 


QUEER | 


| Email andre grace@ualberta.ca for Agape events schedule. 


| offering well organized and fun sporting events and other 


| Aan dance classes atall levels. info; 415-521 or www. 


Movementsdance.com. 


PUBLICART GALLERY, 19 PERRON ST. ST. ALBERT. Info | 
‘On upcoming classes, call Glenda at 460-4310 or email 
ahfglendaittelus net 

EDMONTON CHESS CLUB Learning and playing op- 


Club and other locations in the city. Info: 474-2318 or email 
rovingchessnuts@shaw.ca. 

EDMONTON WEAVERS’ GUILD Offering classes on 
weaving and spinning. Info: Sonja 4255-1152 or email ewg@ 
interbaun.com. 

EDMONTON WRITERS’ CENTRE STANLEY A. MILNER 
LIBRARY, #7 CHURCHILL SQUARE. A creative space for writers 
of all genres and levels. Hours: Mon-Fri 9 am-9 pm. Sat 9 
am-6 pm. Sun 1-5 pm. Info: 496-7070. 

FAVA WORKSHOPS The Film and Video Arts Society offers 


| one-night workshops twice a month in a variety of media 


activities. Details at www.fava.ca or 429-1671 

FLAMENCO LESSONS SUNDAYS, 2:30-3:30 PM. Judith and 
Oscar Jose Garcia teach both Flamenco dance & guitar. Info: 
1-780-349-4843 or email ojgarcia@telusplanet.net. 
HARCOURT HOUSE ART CLASSES A variety of low-cost 
classes specializing in drawing, pastels, painting & other me- 
diums, taught by professional artists & educators. Schedules 
and info at www.harcourthouse.ab.ca or call 426-4180. 
LEARNING CENTRE LITERACY ASSOCIATION #200, 
1016-105 AVE, Recruiting volunteers to help adults develop 


| literacy and math skills on an ongoing basis. Info: Mary at 
| 429-0675. 


KARATE INSTRUCTION Classes for kids over 10, teens, and 
adults. Info: www.manatisowin.com or call 975-6910. 

KITA NO TAIKO JAPANESE DRUMMING WORKSHOPS 
Schedules, info, and registration at www.kitanotaiko.ca or 
call 431-0300. 

MARS HILL CENTRE 88318-104 ST,, 435-0202. Classes and 
workshops on the recovery process, incorporating emotional, | 
telational and spiritual dynamics. Registration is onasliding | 
Scale, based on participant's income. Full details at www. 
marshillcentre.com. 


| MEDIA MAG WORKSHOPS EDMONTON CHAMBER OF 


COMMERCE DEC 7 Blogging for Business and Pleasure (10-4 
pm), cost $225; DEC 12 Electrifying Electronic Newsletters 
(10-4 pm), cost $225; DEC 14 Social Media Relations (10-4 
pm), cost $175. Info or to register: www.mediamag ca, or 
call 695-5675. 

MINERVA MOSAICS ART CLASSES CITY ARTS CENTRE, 
10943-84 AVE. Arange of mosaic art classes for beginners 
and intermediates. Info: www.minervamosaics.com, or call 
439-1957. 

MOMMY & ME BELLY DANCING CLASSES Belly dance 
lasses and parties for adults and children. Info: 428-5571, or 
email belladanza@telus.net. 


‘AGAPE EDUCATION FACULTY, U OF A CAMPUS Focus group | 
on sex and gender differences in education & culture. Pre- 
service & practicing teachers, community members welcome. 


Info: 492-0772. 

EPS/LGBTQ LIASION COMMITTEE The EPS/LGBTO 
Liaison Committee is composed of a variety of concerned 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-identified, two-spirited, queer, 
allied community members, and police officers. Email 

with any questions or concems at epslgbtq@yahoo.ca. All 
inquiries treated with confidentiality and respect. To report 
ahate or bias motivated crime, contact the EPS Hate & Bias 
Grime Unit (780) 421-3489. 

INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus-based organization for LGBTQ 
faculty, graduates, academic & staff. Straight allies are also | 
welcome. Monthly meetings. Contact kwells@ualberta.ca or | 
mwonham@ualberta.ca 

PRIDE CENTRE 9540-111 AVE, 488-2234. GLBT & Support- 
ers Community & Resource Centre. Join a group or take part 
in special programming. Hours: Mon-Fri] pm-10 pm. info: 
www.pridecentreofedmonton.org. 

TEAM EDMONTON A volunteer operated, not-for-profit 
society for members and friends of the GLBT community, 





recreational activities within a pasitive social framework. 
Info: www.teamedmonton.ca. 
WOMONSPACE Non-profit lesbian organization for 
Edmonton and surrounding area. Organized monthly 
activities include licensed non-smoking dances, coffee 
houses, family events, games nights, golf tournaments, 
and more. Meribershigsavelabl, icing montity 


THURSDAY 

BI-SEXUAL WOMEN’S COFFEE GROUP2ND THU, 7:30PM. 
A social group for bi-curious and bi-sexual women. More 
info: groups.yahoo.com/group/bwedmonton. 

COCAINE ANONYMOUS MEETING 7PM. PRIDE CENTRE, 
9540-IT! AVE, CA Hotline: 425-2715. 

FREE TO BE INTERMEDIATE VOLLEYBALLS-10 PM. 101 
AMISKIWACY ACADEMY Info: 

GAYWIRE CISR 88.5 6 PM Edmonton's only radio show 
concerning gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgendered lives, 
Featuring news, local and international features and 
community events. 





HIV POSITIVE GLBT SUPPORT GROUP 2ND THU, 7PM 


-9PM, PRIDE CENTRE 9540-1 NAVE Drop-in support group 


| faclitated by Mark from HIV Edmonton. 
| LGBT SENIORS DROP IN 2-4 PM, PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-117 


AVE. Info: Jeff, 488-3234, 

ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB 2ND THU, 6 PM. THE ROOST, 
10345-104 ST. Goss-dressers, transsexuals, friends, and 
supporters meet. Info: 387-3343 or go to groups. yahoo. 


| com/group/edmonton illusions. 


| FRIDAY 


TRANS SUPPORT GROUP LAST FRI, 7PM. PRIDE CENTRE, 
9540-111 AVE. TTIQ Alliance, dinner & social evening for 
trans-identified & questioning people, family & friends. info: 
716-1412 or ttigalliance@ishaw.a. 


SATURDAY 

NORTHERN CHAPS IST & 3RD SAT, 9 PM. BOOTS, 10242-106 
ST. Edmonton's original leather-fetish-uniform club. Info: 
Mmainginorthemchaps.com or www.northemchaps.com 
NORTHERN TITANS GLBT BOWLING LEAGUE GATEWAY 
LANES & RECREATION CENTRE, #100, 3414 GATEWAY BLVD. N 
$15 per person. Info: bowling@iteamedmonton.ca. 

SINGLE LESBIANS OVER 40 Women's social group, 


| monthly gatherings for conversation over tea & coffee. Info: 


email singlewomen4Oplus@hotmail.com. 
SUIT UP & SHOW UP PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-11! AVE. Big 
Book study 12 noon-3 pm. 


| YOUTH UNDERSTANDING YOUTH 7-9 PM. PRIDE CENTRE, 


9540-111 AVE. Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered, 
Straight, and questioning youth under 25 gather to have fun 
and leam about themselves and others in a safe, supportive 


| environment. info; members.shaw.ca/yuy. 


SUNDAY 


ARCTIC FRONTRUNNERS 10 AM Runners of all levels of 


| ability are welcome. Runs are typically 6-8 km long and 
| usually take 44-60 minutes. Coffee afterwards. Info on 


venues and other runs during the week email running@ 
teamedmonton.ca, or call 436-7892. 


| BALLROOM DANCING 7:30-8:30 PM All gender combina- 


tions welcome. Salsa, rhumba, waltz, jive. Begins Dec 2. Info: 
469-3281 or ballroom@teamedmonton.c_ 

BEARS MOVIE NIGHT LAST SUN, 1-6 PM. PRIDE CENTRE, 
9540-111 AVE. Movies in the TV. room. Info: 488-3234. 


| EDMONTON PRIME TIMERS (EPT) 2ND SUN, MOST 


MONTHS, 2:30 PM, UNITARIAN CHURCH OF EDMONTON 
10804-119 ST, Older gay men and admirers from diverse 
backgrounds meet for a social period, short business 
meeting, followed by guest speaker, discussion panel, or 
potluck supper. Special interest groups meet for other social 
activities throughout the month. EPT is affiliated with 
Prime Timers World Wide. Info: email edmontonpt(@yahoo. 
@, visit www.primetimersww.org/edmonton or attend a 
monthly meeting. 

EDMONTON TRANSEXUAL PEER SUPPORT GROUP 
2ND & 4TH SUN, 2PM. PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-111 AVE. Info: 
488-3234. 

HATHA YOGA 2-3:30 PM, LION'S BREATH YOGA. introduc- 
tory level class, free. No previous experience required. Bring 
yoga mat or towel and water. Info: yoga@teamedmonton. 
a 

LAMBDA CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY CHURCH GARNEAU 
UNITED CHURCH, 11148 84 AVE. Lambda provides a safe 
and healing space for Edmonton's gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
transgender, and heterosexual Christians and their friends, 
All denominations and faiths welcome. Worship at 7 pm, 
Sun. Info: 887-8611 or lambdachurch@shaw.ca 

MEN'S DISCUSSION GROUP 7 PM. PRIDE CENTRE 9540-111 


| AVE Men's social & discussion group. Call: 488-3234. 
SOUTHMINSTER-STEINHAUER UNITED CHURCH 10 AM. 


10740-19 AVE. Welcomes people of all sexual orientations. 


city life listings 


| nfo: 987-4974 


SPIRITUAL LIVING CENTRE Embracing the spiritual 
magnificence in all people. www.spirituallivingcentre.com, 
989-3752 

ST.PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH /1526-76 AVE. Sunday 
worship 10 am. People of all orientations welcome. Info: 
436-1555 or www.affirmunited.ca. 


MONDAY 

BOOTCAMP 7 PM, ST. ALPHONSUS 11624-B) ST. Until Dec 10. 
$30 fee for the season. Info-bootcampi@teamedmonton.c. 
CURLING WITH PRIDE EVERY MON (UNTIL MAR 17), 7:15 
PM. GRANITE CURLING CLUB, 8620-107 ST. Info: curling 
teamedmonton.@ 


TUESDAY 

FREEDOM METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY CHURCH OF 
EDMONTON 7:15 PM, 10086 MACDONALD DR. A church for 
all people. Info: 429-2371. 

MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB NAIT POOL, 11762106 
ST. Recreational and competitive swimming with coaching. 
Beginners encouraged to participate. Practices every Tue (8- 
9pm) & Thu (7:30-8:30 pm). Socialization after practices. 
Info: swimming@teamedmonton.ca. 

OUTREACH 5 PM. HERITAGE ROOM, ATHABASCA HALL, U 
OF A CAMPUS U of A based group for gay, lesbian, bisexual. 
transgendered and straight but friendly students, staff and 
faculty. Open to the community outside the U of A. Info: 
www.outreach.pixelalmighty.com or outreach@ualberta.ca. 
PFLAG PRIDE CENTRE IST TUE, 7PM. 9540-111 AVE. 
Support meeting for parents, families and friends of lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgendered people. Info: Ruby at 436- 
1998 of edmontonab@pflagcanada.ca. 

STEP AEROBICS 5PM. 9100 WALTERDALE HILL Aerobics 
Studio, Kinsmen Sports Centre. Email: step@teamedmon- 
ton.a. 


| TRANS SUPPORT GROUP 2ND TUE, 7:30-9:30 PM. 


GARNEAU UNITED CHURCH MEETING ROOM, 11148 84 AVE. 
TTIQ, an education & support group for trans-identified and 
‘questioning people. Info: 718-1412 or ttiqalliance@shaw.ca. 


WEDNESDAY 


EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 2ND 


| WED Casual networking with the GLBT business community. 


Locations listed on www.edmontonrba.org. 

FREE TO BE RECREATIONAL VOLLEYBALL 8-10 PM. 107 
AMISKIWACY ACADEMY $50 per season. Info: recvolleyball@ 
teamedmonton.ca. 

OPEN DOOR CLUB 5 PM GRANT MACEWAN COLLEGE, 

CITY CENTRE CAMPUS (RM 6-217) A social group for LGBTQ 
Students, Faculty & friends at Grant MacEwan. 

TEAM EDMONTON BADMINTON 6 PM. OLIVER SCHOOL 
GYM, 1027-118 ST. Women's drop-in recreational badminton, 
all levels welcome. $30 for the season, $5 drop-in. Info 
465-3620. 

YOURS, MINE, OURS AND US (YMOU) 15T AND 3RD WED 
Support group for LGBT parents, partners and their friends, 
Info: 426-6311 or 415-5434, 

YOUTH THEATRE PROJECT 7 PM. PRIDE CENTRE, 9540 
TIAVE. Using theatre to increase awareness and reduce 
homophobic bullying. No theatre experience required. 
Contact Emily at 488-3234 for info. 


BATH HOUSES 

DOWN UNDER 12224 JASPER AVE. 482-7960. www. 
gayedmonton.com 

STEAMWORKS 1/745-JASPER AVE. 451-5554, Open 24/7. 





HIGHLIGHT - GALLERY FUNDRAISER 





Schmooze 'n’ Booze | Last year's glitterati await the auction's close 


The Fine Art of Schmoozy « Sat, Dec 8 - Latitude 53 (10248-106 Street) $20 


(advance)/$16 (members)/$25 (door) 


Latitude 53's annual winter romp features a silent auction of artwork by 53 
selected members of the gallery. Even if you don't intend to snap up a mas- 
terpiece or two for holiday gifts, Schmoozy is still one of the zaniest soirees of 
the season. Members of the Viz Art community mix and mingle with fans and 
friends, enjoying Scotch tastings, live music, and gourmet nibblies. 
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BON JOVI 


MUSIC: "80'S DEATHMATCH - BY ZOLTAN VARADI/AMANDA ASH 1.235 words 


WHICH ’80S ICONS CAN STILL HOLD 
ON TO THEIR ARENA THUNDER? 
TWO BANDS, TWO FANS... 

ONE WINNER. 


This week at Rexall Place: it's Jersey vs. California, earnest 
balladry vs. balls-to-the-wall cock rock 

Yes, that's right... it’s Bon Jovi vs. Van Halen 

Bon Jovi: Named after their charismatic lead singer, these 
guys are archetypes of '80s heartland rock. Hits include 
“Livin on a Prayer” and “You Give Love a Bad Name.” Lead 
singer Jon Bon Jovi—and his golden coif—have been setting 
girl's hearts aquiver for more than two decades now. (And as 
you'll see below, he still does). 

Van Halen: Named after their lead guitarist, they're the 
pop-metal pioneers who penned such immortal hits as 
“Jump” and “Hot for Teacher.” Fronted from 1985 to "96 by 
“red rocker” Sammy Hagar, they're now back to their classic 
line-up, with the original California Boy, David Lee Roth, 
on the mic. (Roth, unlike Bon Jovi, definitely didn’t earn his 
fame by way of his looks). 

In Jon Bon's corner, Amanda Ash. In Van Halen's, Zoltan 
Varadi.' 


Amanda Ash: Alright, Zoltan. So if we want to get the 
snobby music academia out of the way of this sticky hair- 
spray brawl, then it's true that Van Halen was more of a 
heavy-metal pioneer than Bon Jovi. However, when Eddie 
Van Halen finished transferring his metal guitar riffs to the 
effeminate synth, all Bon Jovi needed to do was run off with 
his idea, release Slippery When Wet, and hold the number 
one spot for eight weeks. Seems like Van Halen was Bon 
Jovi's bitch, if you ask me 

Zoltan Varadi: You're absolutely right. Bon Jovi is far 


more derivative. So what, that makes them the better band— 


VAN HALEN 


Dec 9, Rexall Place (7424 118 
Ave). Tickets: $52.50-$159.50, 
available at ticketmaster.ca or 


451-8000 
BON JOVI 
Dec 12, Rexall Place (7424 


TB Ave), Tickets: $49-$750, 
available at ticketmaster.ca or 


451-8000 
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“Okay, maybe Jon Bon Joviis “cuter” than Mr. Roth, a 
point | haven’t spent much time pondering, to tell 
you the truth. Though, if you want to go there, BJ’s 
skinny arse isn’t fit to go anywhere near Roth’s 


buttless chaps.” 


because they’re better at ripping 
off others? Not just Van Halen, of 
course, They ripped off the whole 
post-Born in the USA wave of trite 
heartland populism, adapted for the 
poodle hair set. Despite VH’s flaws, 
of which there were many, they 
never peddled phony sentimental- 
ity—at least in the David Lee Roth 
years, which is what I'm talking 
about here, Van Halen was celebra- 
tory; Bon Jovi crass marketers of 
emotional junk bonds 

AA: If we want to “Jump” on 


board the rip-off bandwagon, then_ 


how about we discuss tattoos. Yes, 
tattoos. Bon Jovi might have ad- 
opted a few of Van Halen's deli- 
cious points of musical genius, but 
when it comes to personal appeal, 


Bon Jovi is now the most common 
pop culture icon to be ripped off 
of, in the “you're a sexy, sexy beast 
and I want to be one too” sense of 
the term. In fact, I bet most of the 
world’s hideous tattoos have been 
inspired by him. The masses love 
Mr. BJ. [don’t see Van Halen's name 
tattooed on anyone's freckly breast. 

ZV: Maybe it's an age difference 
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CALICO DRIVE = (rocky-pop) - Sun, Dec 9, Starlite Room 


thing between you and me [Amar 

da: 22, Zoltan: 37] but Van Halen's 
winged VH logo is one of the most 
frequently seen rock logos ever 
created, and I’m sure it’s spawned 
more than a few tattoos. (Hell, ever 
Weezer appropriated it into a giant 
Olympian W for their tour of their 
“green” album). There was a tim 
when you couldn't find a high schoo! 
desk without it carefully carved int: 
the woodwork for posterity. Maybe 
you just needed to take more reme 
dial classes like I did. 

But you're alluding to sex appeal 
Okay, maybe Jon Bon Jovi is “cuter 
than Mr. Roth, a point I haven't 
spent much time pondering, to tell 
you the truth, Though, if you want 
to go there, BJ's skinny arse isn't fit 
to go anywhere near Roth's buttless 
chaps. As for universal appeal, sor 
ry, but the Internet didn’t light up 
over the new Bon Jovi tour the way 
it did over the Van Halen brothers 
Roth reunion. People wanted this to 
happen—badly. 

AA: You're right, the public—at 
least the 40- or 50-something de- 
mographic—was itching for a 


' 
Bon Halen cont'd pg 24 | 


Five years into their run and local rockers Calico Drive have decided to call it a day. So if you're 
a fan, make sure to catch this one as it's the last show EVER by the boys. Good luck to them in 
their future endeavours. Crowned King, Kiros, Blank Method, and Parachute all join in on this 
fare-thee-well. 





SOPHIE MILMAN  (jazzy-pop) - Tues, Dec 11, Myer Horowitz Theatre 

She may be a commerce student at the University of Toronto, but Sophie Milman’s arrived 
at her torchy approach to vocal jazz via a more melancholic environment—she emigrated 
from her native Russia In the early '90s. Her self-titled debut album, chock-full of sad, longing 
songs, should appeal to those who enjoy having their heartstrings wrung as subtly as those 
haunting violins she employs to great effect. 


COLIN JAMES AND THE ESO = (big band-pop) - Tue, Dec 11, Winspear Centre 

Historically speaking, pop acts have paired up with symphony orchestras with mixed results 
Procol Harum—recording with the ESO, in fact—scored big with the concept many, mati 
moons ago, but anyone out there unlucky enough to recall Kiss’ attempt to corral big string 
and things? Yeesh, Colin James, with his Little Big Band, not mention the Winspear's “hous? 
band,” should be a safe bet for those looking for some semi-rocking family holiday fare wit! 
James and Co, set to swing out on holiday faves like “Let it Snow,” “Blue Christmas,” and “Baby 
It's Cold Outside.” 
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BON HALEN from pg 22 


reunion tour, but only so they could 
die with some peace of mind. C’mon! 
Over the past 30 years, Van Halen 
really could've created their own re- 
ality show with all their flaky lead 
singer drama. All the people want is 
one last happy family get-together 
so they can safely pack away their 
glossy posters into the Rubbermaid 
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bins of their minds before croaking 
while watching CNN. With Bon Jovi, 
however, the public love is genuine, 
not an attempt to heal traumatic 
memories. To this day, “Livin’ On A 
Prayer” remains the most popular 
karaoke song at the local Rosie's. 
ZV: Well, heaven forbid that de- 
crepit 40-year-olds leave the house 


GE 





what will ittake... 
to open your eyes? 





You've seen the numbers... 


You have friends who've been successful with us... 


isnt it about time you made a choice? 


oose SUCCeSS. 


APXALARM 


For more information, 
contact a manager at: 


730-434-8392 
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and go to a rock show! At least 
you've given me a couple of years’ 
grace before I'm forced to submit to 
the inevitable and pull out the rock- 
ing chair and portable footbath. 
Back on point, though: all the great 
rock acts had a circus sideshow go- 
ing on behind the scenes. Bon Jovi 
and his Jersey crew do seem more 
down to earth (or at least as down 
to earth as people who helicopter out 
to the Hamptons after an appear- 
ance at Live Earth can be). BJ likely 
is as nice, and dull, as us common- 
ers. And that's allowed him to age 
with grace, but it doesn’t make for 
riveting showbiz. Make no mistake: 
Van Halen understands that rock 
‘n’ roll is about transcending and 
reinventing your humdrum life. By 


Event, not just another tour chock 
full of beer breaks (i.e., the new 
stuff) in between the old hits, which 
is what the Bon Jovi road show has 
turned into. 

AA: You make a good point, 
Zoltan: fans aren't going leave the 
comfort of their rockers just to hear 
Bon Jovi’s new stuff. They're way 
more interested in the old stuff, and 
I’m sure the same goes for Van Halen 
fans. Who in their right mind would 
leave a Van Halen concert mum- 
bling, “Dude, that show was like, so 
awesome” if ‘Jump’ wasn’t played? 
Bon Jovi may be a down-to-earth 
God of the past, but he's definitely 
riveting in more ways than one. A 
true performer is someone who can 
mix things up a bit, not just whip 


the bands followed by some mud 
wresting, Bon Jovi would... Wait 
now that I think about it, neithe, 
would win. Sex, drugs and rock 'y 
roll is so yesterday. Gimme my pisto| 
and bottle of Cristal. 

ZV: My God—David Lee Rot} 
doesn't “scream into a mic”!!! Th, 
man is, | mean was, a flaxen-haired 
god heralding the last golden age of 
innocent desire: cars, sex, and “pis 
tons popping” when the two inevita 
bly met. Van Halen represents the 

Actually you're right, these two 
crews are pretty old news. You kee), 
the heat at home and be sensib| 
with the Cristal. Personally, now 
that I’ve mentioned it, I’m thinking 
that portable footbath sounds okay 
much better than being manhandled 





MAKE NO MISTAKE: VAN HALEN UNDERSTAND THAT ROCK ’N’ ROLL IS ABOUT REINVENTING YOUR 
HUMDRUM LIFE. BY RIGHTS, HAD IT NOT BEEN FOR ROCK 'N’ ROLL, THESE GUYS WOULD BE LUCKY T0 
BE FLOOR MANAGERS AT THE NEIGHBOURHOOD BEST BUY RIGHT NOW. 





rights, had it not been for rock 'n” 
roll, those guys would be lucky to be 
floor managers at the neighourhood 
Best Buy right now. But thanks to an 
undeniable virtuosity on the part of 
one (Eddie) and the larger-than-life 
enabling megalomania of the other 
(Roth), they've got the kind of fire 
people need to still believe in, Which 
is why their reunion is a capital-E 


hair around and scream into a mi- 
crophone. Bon Jovi's music has tran- 
scended musical genres, from rock 
to pop to country—not to mention 
how he inspired MTV's Unplugged 
series with a famous sit-down acous- 
tic performance at the 1989 MTV 
Video Music Awards. Really, if Bon 
Jovi and Van Halen faced off in a 
cage match followed by a battle of 


by security at the big hockey shed 
anyway. But I just might be listen 
ing to ‘Running With the Devil’ as 
I enjoy the simulated jetstream. (To 
be honest, I save Bon Jovi's ‘Wanted 
Dead Or Alive’ to hum when I have 
to take transit: “I’m-cowboy/ On a 
steel horse I ride...”) 


APXALARM 


SECURITY SOLUTIONS 





Colin Szopa Testimonial 


150 accounts sold 


Before working with APX, | thought | had some pretty cool jobs 
that made me more money than the average student. | was 
unsure about going down for the summer with APX because | 
had no sales experience and | didn't really want to leave my 
sweet bartending job on campus. | decided to give it a go 
because | didn't want to think ‘what if...' and it turned out that | 
found an even cooler job. This past year | made over $100,000 
with APX and | have earned the kick-start on life we all look for. 
Now | know for sure | have the coolest job on campus. 
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440-2812 
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434-5620 


Southgate Centre 
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3120 Parsons Rd. 
702-6001 


Hub Mall 
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432-3108 
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west 


West Edmonton Mall Phase | 
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Galaxy Land entrance) 
‘484-4758 


West Edmonton Mall Phase Ii 
(by skating rink) 
413-9855 


West Edmonton Mall Phase Ill 
(by London Drugs) 
443-3040 
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(next to T&T Supermarket) 
483-8838 
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408-8917 
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10608 - 170 st. 
489-2255 


LEDUC 
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SHERWOOD PARK 


993 Fir St. 
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PREVIEW - MYSTERIOUS MUSIC - BY TOM MURRAY (596 words 


No, Not That Kind of Magic Pipe 


THAT 1 GUY AND HIS UNORTHODOX INSTRUMENT ARE NOT A JOKE, REPEAT, NOT A JOKE! 





THATIGUY 
Fri, Dec7, 8pm, Velvet Underground (10030 102 
St). Tickets: ticketmaster.ca or 451-8000. 





An album alone doesn't sufficiently 
tell enough of the story when it 
comes to the music of That 1 Guy, 
a.k.a Mike Silverman. 

For a better idea you have to check 
out a Youtube video uploaded from 
a camera phone of Silverman per- 
forming on his Magic Pipe, a seven 
foot tall piece of steel hung with one 
bass string and various electronics, 
while onlookers comment in disbe- 
lief: First audience member: “How 
the fuck do you practice on that?” 

Second member (guessing): “He 
makes it up” 


First member: “How the fuck do 
you explain that to people?” 

Second: “You don't.” 

“The first few times people see it 
they're caught off guard by the way 
that I approach the pipe,” laughs 
Silverman, who knows the video in 
question very well. 

“T play it sometimes like an upright 
bass, or sometimes like a drum. After 
awhile it becomes hard for people to 
tell where the sound is coming from 
They drop their guard, and eventu 
ally stop worrying so much about 
what's happening or where the music 
is coming from. I like that a lot.” 

Originally a classically trained 
bassist with a Dave Brubeck Jazz 
Scholarship and a few years studying 
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Stay Smart 


THE PENTHOUSE 


*« .. The Penthouse is not just for Parties” 


Birthdays 








““_. . but what a great place for a party 


THE PENTHOUSE - Edmonton’s best kept secret, 
is suitable for any occasion: 
Receptions 
Government Meetings 
Corporate Retreats 
Engagement Parties 
| Weddings 
| Anniversaries 
Retirements 
Award Ceremonies 


Christmas Parties 
Public Forums 


|Call today. Our staff specialize in creating 
the perfect atmosphere for your next occasion. 


Holiday Inn Express Downtown 
10010 104 Street 
Edmonton, AB 
780-701-3314 


e-mail: catering @hiexedmonton.com 


Ask about our new Meeting Rewards Priority Club points 
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at the San Francisco Conservatory of 
Music, Silverman one day just went 
weird. After playing with an eight 
piece group for $50 at a San Fran- 
cisco club, the bassist jokingly told 
the owner of his plan to one day doa 
show as That 1 Guy in order to make 
gigging economically feasible—and 
the owner took him up on it 

The gauntlet laid down, Silver- 
man went to work at making his 
vague concept a concrete reality. By 
his own recollection his first solo gig 
was as ramshackle as it was inspir- 
ing, but it pointed the direction he 
wanted to go. Assembling the Magic 
Pipe, touring incessantly through the 
early part of the decade, Silverman 
built a following with his thoroughly 
unclassifiable music while opening 
for such acts as Soul Coughing, Saul 
Williams, Yo La Tengo and Bucket- 
head. 

His first album, 2003's Songs In 
The Key Of Beotch, featured songs 
like “It's Raining Meat” and “Wea- 
sel Potpie.” It sold 10,000 copies 
through internet and off the stage 
sales, an impressive feat for an inde- 
pendent artist, so much so that Ani 
DiFranco’s Righteous Babe Records 
re-released it a few years back. 

But even with a growing fan base 


and media interest Silverman is leery 
of talk about major or even indie la- 
bels—he’s kept his new release, The 
Moon is Disgusting, on his own la- 
bel, and he deflects any ideas of look- 
ing for a leap into the mainstream. 

“I really feel that the majors really 
wouldn’t know what to do with me 
anyways,” he sighs. “Where would 
they pigeonhole me? They'd have 
to find a way. Besides, I enjoy having 
control of my own music.” 

“And the fact is that the music is 
off kilter,” he admits, “right away 
they put you in the ‘wacky or weird’ 
category. Zappa, Weird Al, Primus, 
that kind of stuff—but in my own 
world it doesn't exist. It's all just mu- 
sic to me.” 

Still, Silverman has 
number of fellow travelers in his 


found a 


journey, even striking up a musical 
friendship with Buckethead, the ex 
Guns ‘n Roses guitarist who plays 
wearing a mask and a Kentucky Fried 
Chicken bucket on his head. 

“He's an interesting case,” Silver- 
man agrees, “but absolutely bril- 
liant. A lot of people can’t get past 
the mask or bucket. But yeah, when. 
we play together you just know that 
some people are thinking ‘oh man, 
what the hell is this?” 





Strange songs That | Guy and his magic pipe PHOTO SUPPLIED 
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Follow the Leader 





LOST IN THE SUPERMARKET ZOLTAN VARADI 
CANADIAN COPYRIGHT LAWS 


IMITATE U.S LAWS-JUST AS 
THE U.S. IS ABANDONING THEM 





Just a few more weeks until the 
feds drop what some are calling the 
“worst copyright law in the devel- 
oped world.” The bill, critics charge, 
is the result of pressure from U.S. re- 
cord labels, and, of course, would see 
Canadians facing the same kind of 
Draconian lawsuits for downloading 
song files that led to a single mom in 
the States getting fined $220,000 for 
filesharing some two dozen tracks. 
Opponents also say that, just as the 
U.S. is abandoning Digital Rights 
Management on MP3s, the Cana- 
dian law would implement similar 
measures which would track what 
consumers do with their data, and 
would block one’s ability to transfer 
purchased tracks from different de- 
vices. 

It's not all about the music, though— 
even teachers could hypothetically be 





breaking the law if they photocopy 
material for their students. 

So put the Christmas cards on 
hold; Michael Geist, a copyright law- 
yer and columnist who's spearhead- 
ing public opposition to the new law, 
has set up a public advocacy website, 
as well as the obligatory Facebook 
group, and has mapped out 30 things 
the average person can do to voice 
their concerns, including writing let- 
ters to your local MP, Prime Minister 
Harper, and Jim Prentice, Minister 
of Industry (Geist helpfully includes 
contacts for all parties.) 

Get educated, and active, at mi- 
chaelgeist.ca 


Rap Sheet 

The impending holiday season spells 
a slow string of news weeks, as even 
the most drug-addled of music ce- 
lebs shutter their fishbowl-shaped 
windows and give théir PR flacks a 
break. 

That is, it seems, except in the 
world of hip hop. Among the more 
amusing legal woes to be found in 
world of tabloids: 

Akon has been charged with an 
incident that went... well, up and 
then firmly down this summer (and 
is now making the rounds on the In- 
ternet thanks to a cellphone video). 
After he was beaned by a Frisbee at 


an outdoor concert in Fishkill, New 
York, Akon's security delivered the 
offending plastic discus enthusiast 
to the MC like a sacrificial lamb, at 
which point he hauled the kid over 
his shoulders and tossed him back 
into the pit. As a result, Akon has 
just been charged with endangering 
a minor and second-degree harass- 
ment. (Both are misdemeanours; 
he’s entered a “not guilty” plea.) 

Not quite as much fun: Iran de- 
clared rap an “illegal” form of music 
last week. Guess they weren't im- 
pressed by lines like Clipse’s boast 
of having “two hot rocks” in their 
pockets. 


Ay, Caramba! 

American gangstas, despite their 
myriad problems, should be grateful 
their fans don’t behave in the man 
ner of listeners of Mexican “narcor- 
rido,” a subgenre marked by tales 
of drug trafficking. Last week, one 
Sergio Gomez, lead singer of the 
band K-Paz de la Sierra, was abducted 
after a concert and strangled to death, 
but not before being tortured. 

Just a few days earlier another 
singer was shot to death; the two 
murders are the latest in a string of 
violent acts, the BBC reports, that’s 
targeted performers and audience 
members alike. 
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MUSIC-JOKE(ING) BANDS | 669 words 


Touring Is Such a Bore 





FARTO THE ASPHALT ANN VRIEND 

.. JELL-O WRESTLING 
AND PUBLIC DEFECATION 
NOTWITHSTANDING 





ALEXISONFIRE 

w/ Anti-Flag, Saosin, The Bled, Shaw Conference 
Centre. Dec 6 (6pm). Tickets: $32.50, available 
throught Ticketmaster (ticketmaster.ca/451- 
8000) 





When I called George Pettit from 
hardcore rock band Alexisonfire for 
_ a road story this past week, I had 
high expectations—partly because 
the band tours constantly, and partly 
because I assumed a band named af- 
ter a lactating contortionist is bound 
to have a good story or two. 

















However, the interview began quite 
mundanely, with me interrupting 
George from his afternoon of TV in 
his home in St. Catherines, Ontario. 

“You know, touring’s pretty bor- 
ing,” said Pettit, and my heart fell 

He then launched into an anecdote 
about a crackhead in Jacksonville, 
Kentucky unloading his bowels on 
a sidewalk, another one about an 
intense poetry reading (woo-hoo!), 
and one about some band members 
involved in a wrestling match at a 
bar in a pit of Jell-O—but all of those 
took about as many words to relate as 
there are in this paragraph. I needed 
something longer, more epic. 

So I resorted to a prompt: “Have 
you ever played any practical jokes 
on one another?” 

“Well,” Pettit replied, “we toured 


BOOKS 
UNLIMITED 
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with this band Enter Shikari [a hard- 
core-inspired British group]. They 
toured with us in Germany, and had 
heard stories about us from this Scot- 
tish guy we know. Every time we're 
in Scotland it’s this huge riot and ev- 
erybody gets drunk and stupid shit 
happens, and so we have, like, this 
reputation in Scotland which kind of 
preceded us with these guys 

“They were kind of timid at first, 
but they wanted to get on our ‘good 
side,’ so we came back from the 
stage one time, and they had put all 
the furniture and everything in our 
green room into the shower, and had 
left this video camera that was going 
to tape our reaction.” 

So they'd been punk’d. Big deal. It 
happens, right? But when one tour- 
ing musician pranks another, there's 
only one only possible response 

“We took their camera, took all the 
stuff out of the showers, put it back 
the way it was, but made no mention 
of it. They came back that night and 
asked, ‘Did you guys see a camera in 
here?’ and we were like, ‘No, man, 
we didn't.’ So the next day,” and here 
Pettit chuckles mischievously “they 
go onstage. And they have this thing 
before they play where they have this 
electronic sample, and they all come 
out on stage and they dance. It's very 
weird-looking. So our sound guy 
took their sample and spliced in cats 


Merry Pranksters Alexisonfire may look innocent, but it's just a ruse. PHOTO SUPPLIED. 


meowing ‘Happy Birthday.” 

There's a slight pause 

“So, they’re about 15 or 20 seconds 
into the music and all of sudden you 
hear”—and here Pettit meows the 
tune of “Happy Birthday.” 

“They're stuck onstage, going 
“What the fuck do we do now!’ And 
we're standing at the side of the stage 
videotaping them—on their own vid- 
eo camera.” 

“What was the crowd reaction?”, 
lask 

“I don’t even remember, but I can 
tell you the Alexisonfire reaction: we 
were in hysterics. It was really funny 
to watch.” He pauses. “The crowd 
was probably just very, very con- 
fused, as confused as the band was." 

‘Did it continue? Did they up the 
ante the next night?” 

“No. I think they learned their les- 
son,” Pettit says in the sonorous, 
scolding tone of a disappointed par- 
ent. Then a memory suddenly oc- 
curs to him: “Well, they did do this 
thing where they ran across the stage 
wearing these, like, sort of sumo 
wrestling outfits that pull up, you 
know?.... And then they ran across 
the stage and were like, “Ha ha, you 
got pranked on!’ We were like, ‘That 
doesn’t ‘even deserve retaliation 
That was your prank!? | mean, they 
looked foolish.” 

Indeed, George. Indeed. 


i 


MOST FABULOUS CON. 
THE HISTORY OF GAM 


Play Vinyl Hunter, name the 
MYSTERY MUSICAL ARTIST & WIN! 
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Powersound | 


If you want to learn about 
studio recording, concert 
sound, movie sound, radio or 
record production... 
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RUFUS WAINWRIGHT 

Rufus Does Judy at Carnegie Hall 
(Universal) 

KR KS 





When Rufus Wainwright was preparing for 
his recreation of Judy Garland's legend- 
ary 1961 Carnegie Hall concert, he had a 
memorable meeting with Howard Hirsch, 


| Garland’s percussionist. (He did that furi- 


ous bongo part on “Come Rain or Come 
Shine.") "You know," he told Wainwright, 

“lt would have died for Judy when she had 
hepatitis. | offered to give her my liver, but 
they wouldn't let me do it, because | would 
have died!” 


| Garland had a way of inspiring unusual 


devotion among her friends and fans, and 


| the album of her Carnegie concert has 


especially become a touchstone of queer 
culture, The idea of Wainwright recreating 
that show, right down to Garland’s flub of 
the lyrics to “You Go to My Head,” sounds 
simply like a campy stunt, but the depth of 


| Wainwright's respect for Garland’s spirit and 
| herincredible, belt-it-out voice is obvious 


throughout Rufus Does Judy. 

Wainwright's reedy voice bears little 
resemblance to Garland's, but he shares her 
ability to channel huge reserves of personal 


| emotion into even the most familiar stan- 
| dard—his “The Man That Got Away,” “You're 


Nearer,” and especially “If Love Were All” 
could bring 2 tear to your eye. And his anec- 
dote about being a kid and pretending to be 
the Wicked Witch of the West is hilarious. 


Oh yes—also, he nails “Over the Rainbow." 
PAUL MATWYCHUK 


| THEEVAPORATORS 

| Gassy Jack and Other Tales 
(Mint) 

Home He He 23 


THERON 


Canada’s greatest living celebrity inter- 
viewer, Nardwuar the Human Serviette, has 
always been obsessed with the historical 





minutiae of his Vancouver hometown-as 
anyone who's ever seen him foisting local 
trivia on touring rock stars can attest. 

He's also freakishly well-versed in Canadian 
punk history, and his twin obsessions lend a 
nerdily endearing quality to the music of his 
band The Evaporators, whose new album 
Gassy Jack and Other Tales makes reference 
to, obviously, local legend Gassy Jack, as 
well as B.C. landscape artist EJ. Hughes, 
and, of course, sasquatches. 

Nardwuar’s goofy brand of pop-punk is 
perfectly suited to his hyperactive persona, 
and Gassy Jack is the most fun of the band's 
three records, including standouts like the 
title track (which excoriates the yuppie 
overclass in Vancouver for pricing the poor 
out of the city) and the Uber-catchy “What 
If | Care About The People Who Live in The 
Seas Around Me?” 

Yes, kids: it's killer pop-punk fun, and you'll 
learn something too. 

MATTHEW HALLIDAY 


PREFUSE 73 


Preparations/Interregnums 





(Warp) 
Saath 


He's a busy man, is Guillermo Scott Herron, 
who juggles the four different pseudonyms 
under which he makes music—Savath Y 
Savalas, Piano Overlord, Delarosa and 
Asora, and Prefuse 73—with surprising ease. 
Each project allows Herron to compart- 
mentalize his varied musical interests, 

with glitchy, avant hip-hop collages saved 
for the name at the top of this review. As 
with other Prefuse 73 albums, Preparations 
practically suffocates on samples and 
beats, with nary an opening to breathe-the 
difference being that Herron seems to be on 
cruise control here, working similar terrain to 
2003's One Word Extinguisher but with little 
of the inspiration that raised that record 
above the crowd. A few tracks make the 
grade—"Smoking Red” (with Battles percus- 
sionist John Stanier), and the bracing “Class 
of 73 Bells"—but by and large we can file this 
one as a stopgap release. Interregnums |s a 


| bonus second disc of string-arranged out- 
| takes and experiments that kicks the main 


album to the curb. 
KARL MUNDT 
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VARIOUS ARTISTS 
Mashed! 

(EMI) 

KAT 





At different points in time, different people 
in different places discovered that it was 
possible to touch their nose with their 
tongue, that plates would spin around on 
thin sticks, and that House of Pain’s "Jump 
Around” really jibes with Gordon Lightfoot 
“Sundown.” My friend did it at a house party 
once, and it was spectacular. 

There are a million musical party tricks like 
this on the internet now, and on Mashed!, 
the underground phenomenon of the 
mashup morphs into an obvious major- 
label cash-grab. Acquiring all the rights to 
these tracks seems about as devious as 
getting your dad to buy your mickeys back in 
high school. 

Containing three of the most popular 
mashups to ever rock dancefloors (“Can't 
Get You Out of My Head” vs. “Blue Monday, 
“Rapture” vs. “Riders on the Storm,” and Eric 
Prydz's piece-of-shit galvanization of elec- 
tro-house to “Another Brick In The Wall”) 
this anthology is sure to move a lot of units. 
Listen to Mashed! and you'll experience of 
moments of occasional wonder—alternat- 
ing with spells of outright nausea. It’s a 

lot like watching your brother pop out his 
shoulder and throw his arm behind his back 
PROSPER PRODANIUK 


Come check us out! 


Kidsnotes 
7081 Gateway Blvd, 702-5176 Music o 
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LIVE MUSIC 


THURSDAY 


BLUES & ROOTS 

DURITE ACES Blues on Whyte. 

JESSE DEE Hulbert's. 

MELLOW GOLD w/ Travis Boa. Every Thursday. Café Leva. 
THAT'S E-TOWN w/ Matt, Mark & Rick. Every Thursday, 
Eddie Shorts. 


JAZZ 
GRAHAM LAWRENCE Julian's Piano Bar. 
THOM BENNETT Four Rooms. 


POP & ROCK 
DJHARRY JAMES Every Thursday. The Docks. 
HERMAN'S HERMITS w/ Peter Noone. Century Casino. 


DJS/DANCE CLUBS 

|LOVE 80S w/ Dexter Nebula & Anarchy Adam. New City 
Likwid Lounge. 

ELECTRO EDUCATION w/ D) Lazerbeam, trip hop, dub, 
lounge, electro & IDM mash-up. Backroom Vodka Bar, 
HIGHER LEVEL THURSDAYS Drum & bass w/ DJs Dread- 
nought, PhatCat, MC Enlite, and guests, Level 2 Lounge. 
JUNIOR BROWN Red Star. 

MIA FELLOW & D) WestCoastBabyDaddy. Buddy's, 
SALSA STYLE THURSDAYS The Bank Ultra Lounge 
URBAN SUBSTANCE THURSDAYS w/ Urban Substance 
Sound Crew. Gingur Sky Lounge. 


FRIDAY 


ALTERNATIVE 

BEDOUIN SOUNDCLASH Matt Costa, The Saint Alvia 
Cartel Starlite Room. 

THAT GUY w/ guests. Velvet Underground. 


BLUES & ROOTS 

DURITE ACES Blues on Whyte. 

DAVE VON BIEKER The Carrot Arts Coffeehouse, 
MARIE JOSEE HOULE Blue Chair Cafe. 

MARTIN KERR Hulbert's. 


JAZZ 

GRAHAM LAWRENCE Julian’s Piano Bar. 
SANDY FOSTER Jeffrey's Cafe and Wine Bar. 
THOM BENNETT Four Rooms. 

TRIO TARANA Yardbird Suite. 


POP & ROCK 

KORY WLDS Casino Edmonton. 

ME & JULIO Touch of Class. 
MUSTARD SMILE On the Rocks, 
PARTY OF FOUR Casino Yellowhead. 
PERILOUS SEAS Backdraught Pub. 


DJS/DANCE CLUBS 

BITCH BITCH BITCH w/ Di Dervish, Plan 8. New City 
Suburbs. 

CONNECTED FRIDAYS Local house & international guest 


DJEDDY TOONFLASH Buddy's. 

DJLOOSE CANNON Iron Horse. 

DJ SHAWNIBIS On the Rocks. 

FORMULA FRIDAYS D) Groovy Cuvy, DJ Fuuze. Level 2 
Lounge, 

FRIDAY NIGHT FREEK OUT w/ DJs Jebus & Anarchy Adam 
of SR & G-Whiz. New City Likwid Lounge. 

FUNKY FRIDAYS w/ Phife & friends. Backroom Vodka Bar. 
JUICY DJ Suede Lounge. 

THE MOD CLUB Soul, R&B, indie, Brit pop, new wave, reg- 
ae & classic punk w/ DJs Blue Jay & Travy D. Halo. 


VENUE GUIDE 


THE ARTERY 9535 JASPER AVE. 
ATLANTIC TRAP & GILL 7704-104 ST. 432-4611 
AVENUE SKATEPARK 9030-118 AVE. 

AXIS CAFE 10349 JASPER AVE. 990-0031 
BACKDRAUGHT PUB 8307-99 ST. 430-9200 

pr Es lt 
BLACK DOG 10425-82 AVE. 439-1082 
BLACKSPOT CAFE 15IZ0A STONY PLAIN RD. 481-7768 
BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 AVE. 989-2861 

BLUES ON WHYTE 10329-82 AVE, 439-5058 
BUDDY'S 11725B JASPER AVE. 488-7736 

CAFE LLEVA 11053-86 AVE. 
CASTLEROCK PUB 570 ST. ALBERTRO. 

THE CARROT ARTS COFFEEHOUSE 9351-118 AVE. 
47-1580 

CASINO EDMONTON 7055 ARGYLL RD. 463-9467 
CASINO YELLOWHEAD 12464-153ST. 424-9467 
CENTURY CASINO 13103 FORT RD. 643-4000 
CLIFF'S PUB 8214-175 ST. 
DUSTERS PUB 6402-118 AVE. 474-5554 

EDDIE SHORTS 10713-124 ST. 453-3663 
FIDDLER'S ROOST 8906-9957. 

FILTHY MCNASTYS 10511-82 AVE. UPSTAIRS 

FOUR ROOMS 137 EDM CITY CENTRE EAST, 426-4767 
FRESH START CAFE 484 RIVERBEND SQUARE, 433-9623 
HALO 10538 JASPER AVE. 
HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 ST. 

HULBERT’S 7601-115 ST. 436-1161 

IVORY CLUB & EBONY LOUNGE 2940 CALGARY TR. 


RED FRIDAYS Military appreciation night. The Docks 


| ROCK THE GLOBE WEEKENDS Globe Tap Bar & Grill. 


| SATURDAY 


ALTERNATIVE 


| BEDOUIN SOUNDCLASH Matt Costa, The Saint Alvia 


Cartel. Starlite Room. 

HAPPY Black Dog. 

JUNIOR BROWN, Nestor Delano, Luke Morrison & guests. 
Every Saturday, Halo, 

OH SNAP! Degree & All Out DJs. Every Saturday, The 
Temple. 

TECHNO ALL THE WAY Dave Stone, Neil K. Velvet 
Underground. 


BLUES & ROOTS 


DURITE ACES Blues on Whyte 


| MCKEEVER’S CROSSING Blue Chair Cafe 


TIM SMITH Hulbert’s, 


JAZZ 

DYLAN VAN DER SCHYFF John Butcher and Torsten 
Muller. Yardbird Suite. 

GRAHAM LAWRENCE Julian's Piano Bar, 

HELENA MAGEROWSKI Jeffrey's Cafe and Wine Bar. 
THOM BENNETT Four Rooms. 


POP & ROCK 

BIG RIVER w/ Sunset Six. Backdraught Pub, 
BLUE YONDER Newcastle Pub and Grill, 
KORY WLOS Casino Edmonton, 

ME & JULIO Touch of Class. 

MUSTARD SMILE The Docks. 

PARTY OF FOUR Casino Yellowhead. 


DJS/ DANCE CLUBS 
ALWAYS LIKE NEW YEAR'S EVE, D) Jazzy upstairs (new 


music), DJ Dan downstairs (retro). The Roost. 
ATHLETES’ NIGHT w/ DJ Kriegs. RATT. 


| BODY & SOUL SATURDAYS w/ Remo De Janeiro, Waylon 





Sherrington, & weekly guests. Backroom Vodka Bar. 

DJ CLAY Stonehouse Pub. 

DJJOHNNY SKY Dante's Bistro, 

DJ NICE Suede Lounge. 

FOR THOSE WHO KNOW, House w/ Junior Brown, Luke 
Morrison, and Nestor Delano. Halo. 

PLANET INDIGO SUGGESTIVE SATURDAYS Breaks, 
electro, house, spun by PI residents. Level 2 Lounge. 


| ROCK ‘N ROLL/HEAVEN N’ HELL w/ Nazz Nomad & Beard 


of Bees. New City Likwid Lounge. 


| ROCK THE GLOBE WEEKENDS Globe Tap Bar & Grill. 


SATURDAYS SUCK w/ Greg Gory & Blue Jay. New City 
Suburbs. 
URBAN DANCE PARTY w/ D) 420. tron Horse, 


SUNDAY 


ALTERNATIVE 
CALICO DRIVE Crowned King, Kiros, Blank Method, No More 
Parachute. Starlite Room. 


BLUES & ROOTS 


ERROL ZASTRE Blue Chair Cafe. 


POP & ROCK 
SLOWBURN Blues on Whyte. 
SOULJAH FYAH Every Sunday. On The Rocks. 


DJS/DANCE CLUBS 

DJ RUDY ELECTRO, house, progressive, trip-hop. Buddy's. 
FLASHBACK SUNDAYS w/ hostesses Miss Bianca, Vanity 
Fair & guests. The Roost. 

HOUSE ARREST w/ Johnny Dangerous, Andy Inertia w/ 
guests. Stolli's. 


SOUTH, 465-6800 

JEFFREYS CAFE & WINE BAR 9640-142ST. 451-8890 
JEKYLL & HYDE PUB 10610-100 AVE. 426-5361 

JET NIGHTCLUB & SPORTS LOUNGE 9271-34 AVE. 
466-6552 

JULIAN'S PIANO BAR CHATEAU LOUIS, 11727 KINGSWAY 
AVE. 452-7770 

THE LOCKER ROOM 10209-100 AVE. 

MEGATUNES 10355-82 AVE. 

METRO BILLIARDS 10250-106 ST. 990-0704 
MURRIETA’S 10612-82 AVE. 

NEW CITY 10081 JASPER AVE, PALLADIUM BUILDING, 
429-CLUB 

O'BYRNES IRISH PUB 10616-82 AVE. 414-6766 

ON THE ROCKS 11740 JASPER AVE, 482-4767 

THE PAWN SHOP 10551-82 AVE. UPSTAIRS, 432-0814 
QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL 10425 UNIVERSITY AVE. 
RENDEZVOUS 10108-1469 ST, 444-1822 

ROSE & CROWN PUB 10235-101 ST. 426-7827 
SNEAKY PETE'S 1235-118 AVE. 451-7770 

STARLITE ROOM 10030-102ST. 428-1099 

THE STUDIO/MEAD HALL 10940-1664 ST. 
TEDDY'S LOUNGE 11361 JASPER AVE. 

TOUCH OF CLASS GAMING ROOM CHATEAU LOUIS, 11727 
KINGSWAY AVE. 452-770 

URBAN LOUNGE 10544 WHYTE AVE. 437-7699 
VELVET UNDERGROUND 10030-102 ST. 428-7827 
WHISTLESTOP LOUNGE 12416-132 AVE. 451-5506 
WINDSOR BAR AND GRILL 1172767 AVE. 
WUNDERBAR HOFBRAUHAUS 8120 - 101 ST. 436-2286 
XWRECKS 1043-50 ST, 466-8069 

YARDBIRD SUITE 10203-86 AVE. 432-0428 
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MONDAY 


BLUES & ROOTS 
SLEEPERS Blues on Whyte. 


DJS/DANCE CLUBS 
DJRUDY ELECTRO Buds. 
MUNCH ON METAL MONDAYS New City Likwid Lounge 


TUESDAY 


ALTERNATIVE 
SHAKEDOWN w/ DJ Generic Every Tuesday. Velvet 
Underground 


BLUES & ROOTS 
SLEEPERS Blues on Whyte. 


DJS/DANCE CLUBS 

DJ ARROWCHASER Buddy's. 

DJ HOT PHILLY Red Star. 

COOL LATIN TUESDAYS, dance lessons. Funky Buddha. 
INTHE KRAUT w/ Dr. Erick, mod R&B, northern soul 60s 
garage & mod revival. New City Likwid Lounge. 


| ROCKSTAR TUESDAYS Sould Out DJs. Suite 69. 


WEDNESDAY 
ALTERNATIVE 


PANIC WITH THE J-BOTS Every Wednesday, Velvet 
Underground. 


BLUES & ROOTS 


| SHOWCASE Juri Huducec, David Roy Parsons, Caity Fisher. 


Blue Chair Cafe. 
SLEEPERS Blues on Whyte. 


DJS/DANCE CLUBS 

ROBOBOT DJ3000 New Cty Likwid Lounge. 

WILD CHERRY WEDNESDAYS w/ Tripswitch,Rezidnt 
Funk, Steve Velocity, Fusion tolls. 


CONCERTS 


ABRASSY CHRISTMAS DEC 12, 12-1 PM. MACDOUGALL 
UNITED CHURCH, 10025 10) ST. Featuring the Pergolesi Brass 
Bright. Free Admission. 

CANTILION CHOIRS DEC 7, 7PM. WEST END CHRISTIAN 
REFORMED CHURCH, 10015 149 ST. “A Mouse's Tale” with 


Kindersingers, Primary Choir, Children's Choir, Chamber Choir 


and Belle Canto. DEC 8 “Dancing Day” with Children’s Choir, 
chamber choir, and Belle Canto. Tickets $15/$12 call 420-1757. 
Info; www.cantilionchoirs.ca. 

CELTIC DIVAS AND THE CANADIAN TENORS DEC 12, 
MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE, SUB, U OF A CAMPUS. The 
Canadian debut tour of Ireland’s Celtic Divas. Tickets 
$45-$50 at TIX. 

COLUMBIAN CHOIRS CELEBRATION OF CHRISTMAS: 
DEC 13, 7 PM. WINSPEAR CENTRE, CHURCHILL SQUARE. 
Selections of holiday favourites, both sacred and secular. 
Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus. Tickets at the door. 


| Info: Beth, 430-6806, 


CONCORDIA CHOIRS “O NIGHT DIVINE” DEC 15, 7:30 PM. 
ROBERT TEGLER STUDENT CENTRE, CONCORDIA CAMPUS. 
Featuring Jubiloso! Bells of Concordia, the Concordia 


Chamber Ensemble, and the Community Chorus. Tickets S10, 


$8 students, at TIX or at the door. 

FREE CHRISTMAS CONCERT DEC 9, 2PM. EDMONTON 
CITY HALL. Jazz and carols with EKOSingers’ at their annual 
downtown Christmas concert. Free admission, Food Bank 
donations accepted. 

AJAZZY CHRISTMAS DEC 14, 7:30 PM. FESTIVAL PLACE, 
SHERWOOD PARK Featuring the River City Big Band and PJ, 
Perry. Tickets at the festival place box office. 

KERRI LYNN ZWICKER & HARP ROUGE DEC 8, 8 PM. 
SOUTHMINSTER STEINHAUER UNITED CHURCH, 10740-19 
AVE Tickets SIS at TIX, kids under 12 free. 

NATALIE MCMASTER DEC 13, 7:30 PM. ARDEN THEATRE, ST. 
ALBERT. Tickets $45 at the Arden box office. 

OPUS 28 DEC 27, 7PM, MUTTART HALL, MACEWAN ALBERTA 
COLLEGE CAMPUS, 10050 MACDONALD DRIVE. Presented 

bby the Anne Burrows Music Foundation, showcasing the 
talents of emerging classical musicians. Tickets $20 at the 
door or at TIX. 

PATRICK WATSON W/ PLANTS & ANIMALS DEC 7, 7PM. 
MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE, SUB, U OF A CAMPUS. Tickets at 
TM, Blackbyrd, Listen, Megatunes, and Acoustic Drum Shop. 
APRO CORO CHRISTMAS DEC 16, 2PM. WINSPEAR 
CENTRE, CHURCHHILL SQUARE. Familiar carols, seasonal 
musical gems, and sacred hymns. Tickets at the Winspear 
Box Office. 

ROBERT MICHAELS DEC 7, 7:30 PM. THEARDEN THEATRE. 
Latin-Jazz guitarist. Tickets $28 at The Arden Box Office, 


Gi igs by by Venue 
— FRI Means, | Hate Sally, Kill Kelsey, Vespertine Battlescene, Farewell to the Sunset, The John Spin- 


Rests tibicagha v caentE Wika he aoe: Unter OMI gE 
BLUE CHAIR CAFE — FRI Marie Josee Houle; SAT McKeever's Crossing: SUN Errol Zastre; WED Caity Fisher, Juri Huducec, 
David Roy Parsons. 
PAWN SHOP — THU The Corduroys and Christian Hansen; FRI Let's Dance, 40 Thieves, End Credits; SAT Small Town Dis, Acid 


Wash, Dusty Grooves. 


‘STARLITE ROOM — FRI-SAT Bedouin Soundclash, Matt Costa, St. Alvia Cartel; SUN Claico Drive, No More Parachute, 


Crowned King, Kiros, Blank Method. 





| blues jam 4-8:30 pm. 


| 


| 





| ROOST, 8906-99 ST. CD release concert and party for Scott 


| Gregg, F&M, Sall Gibson, and Maurice Jones. $8 cover, food 
and drinks served. Info: www.scottcook.net. 
| WEDNESDAYS AT NOON MUSIC SERIES MCDOUGALL 


OPEN STAGE 


| Mary Thomas Band. 


| HULBERT’S 7601-115 ST., 436-116T—7-10 pm, hosted by 


| NEWCASTLE PUB & GRILL 6108-90 AVE, 490-1999 


| Goes” afternoon acoustic jam The Shufflehound,|:30-5pm 


| Instrumental old time fiddle jam hosted by the Wild Rose 
| old Tyme Fiddlers Society. Info: Willy, 474-5270. 


| THEDRUID 11606 JASPER AVE, 454-9928 — 9 pm. Hosted 
| by Chris Wynters from Captain Tractor. 


450-1542. 

SONGS OF JOHN DEC 8, FESTIVAL PLACE, 100 FESTIVAL 
WAY, SHERWOOD PARK. A tribute to John Lennon, featuring 
Mark Sterling. Tickets at the Festival Place box office. 
THERE'S NO WRONG WAY HOME DEC 8, 8 PM. FIDDLER'S 


Cook's “Long Way to Wander”. Guests include Scott Cook 
and the Long Weekends, Backporch Swing, Terry Morrison, 
John Gorham, The Red Deers, Jesse Dee, Patsy Amico & Brian 


UNITED CHURCH, 101 ST. & MCDONALD DRIVE. Every 
Wednesday McDougall offers a free lunch hour of classical 
music. Bring a bag lunch and some friends, coffee and tea 
available. 

WINTER HARP DEC 9, 7:30 PM. ARDEN THEATRE, ST. 
ALBERT Tickets $30 at the Arden box office. 


THURSDAY 

BACKDRAUGHT PUB 8307-99 ST,, 430-9200 — Open mic at 
9pm, everyone welcome. 

DUSTERS PUB 6402-118 AVE. — Open stage hosted by The 
Mary Thomas Band. 

EDDIE SHORTS 10713-124 ST., 453-3663 — Open mic 9 pm. 
JR. GRILL & BAR 3901-106 ST,, 436-4403 — Live open 
stage hosted by The Shameless Plugs, 9 pm-1am. All styles 
welcome, BY.0 instrument, drums & PA provided. 

NAKED CYBER CAFE & ESPRESSO BAR 10354 JASPER 
AVE, 425-9730 — Open stage 8 pm, bring your own instru- 
ments, poetry, etc. 

NORTH GLENORA COMMUNITY LEAGUE 13535-1094 
AVE. — Jam session7 pm, hosted by the Wild Rose Old Tyme 
Fiddlers Association. Info: Ray @ 457-9417. 


SATURDAY 
BLUES ON WHYTE 0329-82 AVE, 439-5058 — Afteroon 


THE CARROT ARTS COFFEEHOUSE 9351-118 AVE, 
471-1580 — Music and poetry open mic, 7-10 pm. Direct trade 
Coffee served. 

CASTLE ROCK 570 ST.ALBERT RD, ST ALBERT — Carmen 
Open Jam, all day & nite. 

MORANGO’S TEK CAFE 101/8-79 ST. —7pm-l0 pm, 
hosted by Tommy. Info: www.morangostekcafes.com, 
STRATHEARN PUB 9514-87 ST. — 2nd Sat, hosted by The 
Royal Tease, 5-9 pm. Followed by karaoke. 


| SUNDAY 

CROWN & ANCHOR PUB 15277 CASTLEDOWNS RD., 472- 
7696 — Open jam & auditions to play at C&R, 3 pm. 
DUSTERS PUB 6402-118 AVE — Open stage hosted by The 


EDDIE SHORTS 1073-124 ST., 453-3668 — Live jam with Rob | 
Taylor, 9 pm. Instruments and gear provided. 

HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 ST, 452-1168 — Afternoon jam 
hosted by Rock ‘n Roll Kenny. 


Rhea March. www.hulberts.ca. 


—Open Stage w/ Willie James & Crawdad, 3 pm-6 pm, 
O’BYRNES IRISH PUB 10616-82 AVE, 414-6766 —Open 
Stage hosted by Joe Bird, 9 pm. 

TEDDY'S LOUNGE & EATERY 1136] JASPER AVE, 486- 
0984 —Open mic, 9:30 pm. 

THE OVERDRIVE 6104-104 ST,, 439-9485 — “Anything 


MONDAY 

LB'S PUB 23 AKINS DR., ST. ALBERT, 460-9100 — Open stage 
w/ Shaved Posse: Ken, Fred, Gordie & Matt, 9 pm-12:30 am. 
PLEASANTVIEW HALL 10860-57 AVE. —7 pm, Acoustic 


THE IVORY CLUB 2940 CALGARY TRAIL, 465-6800 — Open 
Stage w/ Marty Vinko, 8 pm. 


TUESDAY 


THE TAPHOUSE 9020 MCKENNEY AVE, ST. ALBERT, 
458-0860 — 8:30 pm-1 am. Moosehead Jam, hosted by Mark 
Ammar, Dale Collins, and Noel Mackenzie. 


WEDNESDAY 

CAFE BRITT 1-20 MCLEOD AVE, SPRUCE GROVE — 7-9 pm. 
Hosted by Paul LePage, 

CASTLE ROCK 570 STALBERT RD,, ST ALBERT — Acoustic 
Nite, open stage. 

EDDIE SHORTS 10713-124 ST., 453-3663 — Open jam, all 
gear provided. 





VELVET UNDERGROUND — THU NRMLS WLCM w/ Nik 7; FRI That | Guy, Jesse Dee; SAT Techno All the Way, Dave Stone, 


Neil K, Dane. 


‘YARDBIRD SUITE — FRI Trio Tarana; SAT Dylan van der Schyff, John Butcher, Torste Muller. 











HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 ST, 452-1168 — 7:30 pm, 
hosted by Rock ‘n Roll Kenny. 

LITTLE FLOWER OPEN STAGE FIDDLER’S ROOST, 
8906-99 ST. — 8 pm, Hosted by Brian Gregg. $2 cover, doors 
730 pm. Info: www.littleflower.ca. or 429-3624 

THE NEW TAPHOUSE 9020 MCKINNEY AVE, ST. ALBERT, 
458-0860 — Jam session 9 pm, hosted by Danny Floyd. 
PLEASANTVIEW HALL 10860-57 AVE. — Bluegrass jam 
session 7:30 pm hosted by the Northern Bluegrass Circle 
Music Society. Info: 434-5997, 

STEEPS TEA LOUNGE COLLEGE PLAZA, 11116-82 AVE. 
—Acoustic open mic every Wed, last Wed of the month 
Spoken Word open mic. Email Jessie at j.jalbert@gmail.com 
by Mondays to book a spot that week. 


KARAOKE 


B-STREET BAR 11818-111 AVE, 414-0545 — Wed-Sun w/ 
Brad Scott. 

BLIND PIG 32 ST. ANNESST. ST. ALBERT 418-6332 — Karaoke 
every Wed & Fri w/ Shelley. 

BUD'S LOUNGE CAPILANO MALL, 98 AVE & 50ST. —Frit 
Sat, 9 pm-1:30 am w/ Mr. Entertainment. 
CASTLEDOWN’S PUB 16753-100 ST. — Tue, 9 pm-1 am, w/ 


| Off-Key Entertainment. 
| CHIMMY’S 8304-144 AVE, 478-1770 — Thu, Fri, Sat 9:30 
| pm-1:30 am. Hosted by Jimmy. 


CHRISTOPHER'S PUB 2021 MILLBOURNE RD. — Tuesdays 
Nov 6-Feb 26, Karaoke Contest, $500 first place. Info: call 
Lisa or Kelly, 462-6565. 

CROWN & ANCHOR PUB 15277 CASTLEDOWNS RD., 472- 


| 7696 — Thu 9 pm Ha Ha Off Comedy, 10:30 pm karaoke. 


CLIFF'S PUB & PANTRY 8214-175 ST,, 487-8887 — Sat & 
Sun w/ Hosted by Krista, Liquid Entertainment. 

DOYLE’S PUB 151 AVE. & VICTORIA TRAIL — Fri, 10 pm-2 am 
w/ Cathy, Sat 10 pm-2.am w/ Ewan. 

THE DRUID 11606 JASPER AVE, 454-9928 — Wed, 9 pm. w/ 
Mr. Entertainment. 

DUSTER'S PUB 6402-118 AVE. — Sat karaoke. 

ECCO PUB 9605-66 AVE. — Mon, 9 pm w/ Sonia/Prosound 
Productions. 


| ELEMENT LOUNGE 10807-106 AVE. 420-1530 — Wed, 9 pm 


FORT GAMING LOUNGE & SPORTS BAR 13403-FORT RD, 
406-2916 — Fri, 9 pm-1am. Hosted by Angel How. 
FOX PUB 10125-109 ST. 990-0680 — Tue, 9 pm. Drink 


| specials all night. 


FUNKY BUDDHA 10341-82 AVE. — Sun, 9:30 pm, w/ Mt. 


| Entertainment. 
| GAS PUMP 10160 114 ST, 488-4843 — Tue, 9:30-1:30 am. w/ 


Gord’s Live Jukebox. 

H20 SPORTS BAR & LOUNGE 10044-82 AVE, 433-5794 
—Tue, Thu, Sat & Sun. 

HAWKEYES TOO 10044-102 ST. — Fri, 8 pm. Hot Karaoke 
Productions. 

HILLTOP PUB 8220-106 AVE, 490-7359 — Wed, 9:30 pm. 


| HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 ST, 452-1168 —Thu & Fri, 


hosted by Krista, Liquid Entertainment. 


JUGS PUB 7450-82 AVE,, 465-4046 —Sat,9 pm. 


KEEP IT SIMPLE (KIS) CLUB 11720-82 ST,, 471-4705 — Tue 
& Sun, 6-10 pm. Except 2nd Tue of the month. 

KNIGHTS PUB SOUTH 19/9 105 ST., 461-0587—Sat, 10-2 
am.w/ Gord's Live Jukeox. 

LBS PUB 111-23 AKINS DR,, ST, ALBERT, 460-9100 — Tue w/ 
The Karaokenuts, 9:30 pm-1am, 


| THELOCKER ROOM PUB 10209100 AVE. —Mon, 9 pm-| 


am. Hosted by Norm. 
METRO BILLIARDS 10250-106 ST,, 990-0704 — Tue, 10 pm 


| -2amw/ Lounge Lizard Ent. 


MOJO’S FORT SASK. BEST WESTERN HOTEL 1015-88 AVE 
—Fri, 9:30 pm w/Sonia/Prosound Productions. 

MONA LISA PUB 9606-118 AVE, 477-7752 — Thu-Sat, 9:30 
pm-2am, Sat w/ Cathy. 

NIKITA’S 10162-1004 ST., 414-0606 — Tue & Thu, 7 pm- 
Midnight, hosted by Shelley. 

ON THE ROCKS 1/740 JASPER AVE., 482-4767 —Mon, 

9:30 pm, Drink the Bar Dry Karaoke w/ Scott Parsons, Mr. 
Entertainment. 

OVERDRIVE NEIGHBOURHOOD PUB & GRILL 6104-104 
ST,, 988-5457 — Sat, 9 pm. Hosted by Jennie Joy. 
PEPPERS 320 WESTMOUNT CENTRE, 113 AVE. & 1355, 
45}-8022 — Thu, 9:30 pm-1:30 am w/ Gord from Stone Rock 
Entertainment. 

RAMADA SOUTH 5359 CALGARY TRAIL — Thu 8 pm. Colin & 
Ed Music Trivia; Sun 8 pm Midnight. w/ Colin & Ed, Almost 
Famous. 

RATT UNIVERSITY CAMPUS — Tues, 9 pm. Colin & Ed Music 
Trivia; Wed 8 pm. w/ Colin, Almost Famous. 

ROSARIO'S PUB & KARAOKE CENTRAL 1/715-108 AVE., 
447-4727 —1 days a week, 9 pm. 

ROSIE'S BAR & GRILL 10475-80 AVE., 439-7211 — Thu-Sal. 
9:30 pm-130.am. 


COMING 


DEC 6 — ALEXISONFIRE, ANTI-FLAG, SAOSIN, THE BLED 
Shaw Conference Centre 

DEC7 & 8 — BEDOUIN SOUNDCLASH, MATT COSTA, ST. 
ALVIA CARTEL Starlite Room 

DEC 9 — VANHALEN, KY-MANI MARLEY Rexall Place 


DEC 10-11 — JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR Jubilee Auditor 
DEC Tl — COLIN JAMES Winspear Centre 

DEC 1 — SOPHIE MILMAN Myer Horowitz 

DEC 12 —BON JOVI Rexall Place 

DEC 12 — BRIAN MELO, JAYDEE BIXBY, CARLY-RAE JEPSEN 
Winspear Centre 

DEC 13 — NATALIE MCMASTER Arden Theatre 
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Dodge Caliber R/T 


Model Shown!” Starting From 


*17,195 


INCLUDES $1,200 FREIGHT 


2008 DODGE CALIBER 
© 1.8L DOHC dual WT 16V 4-cylinder engine 
© AM/FM stereo with CD player & 4 speakers ¢ 60/40 split folding rear seat 
© Sliding storage armrest with cell phone/PDA/MP3 holder 
© Available Musicgate Power™ with 2 liftgate speakers and 6 Boston Acoustic 
speakers with subwoofer ¢ Illuminated cup holders 
Yee ee & NHTSA 5 Star front and side impact + 








Jeep Patnot Limited 
Model Shown! 





Starting From 


$18,195 


INCLUDES $1,200 FREIGHT 


2008 JEEP PATRIOT 


© 172 hp 2.4 DOHC engine with WT, Optional 2.0L DOHC 4 cylinder engine 
© 16 Inch aluminum wheels ¢ Sliding armrest with cell phone holder 
Washable UltraFloor™ Vinyl Load Floor Covering 
4 4 & NHTSA 5 Star front and side impact + 












Jeep Compass Limited 
Model Shown’ 





Starting From 


*19195 


INCLUDES $1,200 FREIGHT 


2008 JEEP COMPASS 
© Optional 2.0L DOHC 4 cylinder engine, Standard 172 hp 2.4L World Engine 
© AM/FM CD 6 Disc MP3 Radio ¢ Electronic Stability Program 
© Available fold-flat passenger seat and a removable washable UltraFloor™ 
© Available YES Essentials stain, odour and static resistant seat fabric 
© Available power sunroof Audio Input Jack 
te ek ¥ He NHTSA 5 Star side impact + 








Jeep Wrangler Rubicon 


Model Shown’ Starting From 


*21,195 


INCLUDES $1,200 FREIGHT 


2008 JEEP WRANGLER 


* 202 hp V6 engine * Standard Command-Trac 4WD system 
© Available Infinity Sound System with 368 watt amplifier and Subwoofer 
© Standard Electronic Stability Program, Electronic Roll Mitigation and ABS 
© Available all new Jeep Freedom Top™ Modular Hardtop 
© Available power windows, power locks, and remote keyless entry 
4c tee NHTSA 5 Star front and side impact + 


GHB VISIT YOUR ALBERTA CHRYSLER © JEEP © DODGE DEALER > 


Wise customers read the fine print: 0, ¢, tt, These limited time offers apply to retail deliveries for personal use only on selected new and unused models. All offers include freight ($1,200), excludes license, insurance, registration, any retailer administration 
fees, up to $75 PPSA and applicable taxes. Dealer order/trade may be necessary. Offers are subject to change without notice. See dealer for specific details and conditions. © Purchase prices apply to 2008 Dodge Caliber SE, 2008 Jeep Compass Sport, 2008 
Jeep Patriot Sport and 2008 Jeep Wrangler X models, t+ MSRP for Dodge Caliber R/T model shown is $21,995; Jeep Compass Limited model shown is $22,995, Patriot Limited model shown is $22,695 and Jeep Wrangler 
Rubicon model shown is $28,595. Dealer order/trade may be necessary. See Dealer for specific pricing details and conditions. Dealers are free to set individual prices. + Based on U.S. National Highway Traffic Safety 
‘Administration (NHTSA) scoring system for 2008 model year Dodge Caliber, Jeep Compass Jeep Patriot and Jeep Wrangler. Visit www.chryslercanada.ca for more details. @ Jeep is a registered trademark of Chrysler Canada Inc. 
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PREVIEW - POSTHUMOUS AUTOBIOGRAPHY : BY MATTHEW HALLIDAY 1,510 words 


It’s Only Rock 'n’ Roll 


A DIFFERENT KIND OF ROCK BIO TELLS 


, IN HIS OWN WORDS 





KURT COBAIN: ABOUT A SON 
Directed by AJ. Schnack. Narrated by Kurt Cobain. Dec 8, 10-13. Metro Cinema (Zeidler Hall, The Citadel). 
ok 


ON HIGH SCHOOL 


‘I wanted to fit in with the geeks, but 
the geeks were sub-geek in Aberdeen... 
They weren't the type of people to lis- 
ten to Devo.... I was thought of as the kid 
most likely to bring an AK-47 to school 
and blow everyone away.” —Kurt Cobain 





There are two different movies 
about two different dead rock stars 
out right now-there’s Control, a 
grim, claustrophobic biopic about 
the short, unhappy life of Joy Divi- 
sion frontman Ian Curtis, and there’s 
About a Son, a vivid, queerly inspir- 
ing ode to Nirvana's Kurt Cobain 
that feels as capacious as the great 
outdoors of rural Washington state, 
where Cobain grew up and where 
the film was shot. 

They’re two very different mov- 
ies, but they have at least one thing 
in common: their unwillingness to 
participate in the hero-worshipping 
and mythmaking that accompanies 
most attempts to tell the stories of 
pop culture martyrs. (Val Kilmer ’s 
ridiculous white-boy shaman act in 
Oliver Stone’s The Doors comes to 
mind.) In Control, rock 'n’ roll looks 
as boring as Ian Curtis’ day job at 
the employment council. In About 
a Son, rock isn’t boring, exactly, but 
it’s not an escape from the humdrum 
realities of everyday life either. It’s 
just kind of there, a soundtrack to 
school, jobs, marriage and kids. The 
film could easily (if pretentiously) 
have been called Kurt Cobain: An 
American Life. 


“Tt was just the story of what it 
was to be a regular guy, kind of an 
ordinary guy from this logging town 
on the coast of Washington state, 
and the unlikeliness of him be- 
coming the biggest rock star in the 
world,” says About a Son director 
A.J. Schnack. “When I started work 
on it, my nephew was just turning 13 
and starting to get into Nirvana, and 
when he was asking me about Nirva- 
na and about Kurt, it was pretty clear 
that his entire perception of who 
Kurt was was clouded by the contro- 
versies at the end of Kurt's life, the 


drug abuse and the conspiracy theo- 
ries [about his death]. And much of 
what we've seen about Kurt has fo- 
cused on his death, and on those last 
several months, last days, of his life 
It reminded me that the person who 
most of us came to know in the late 
*80s and early '90s was not clouded 
by any of that.” 

About a Son is unique, as far as 
movies about deceased people go, 
in that it’s narrated entirely by its 
subject. Cobain taped 25 hours of 
interviews with journalist Michael 
Azerrad (who wrote the band’s un- 


‘!’d been burdened with the bohemian 
philosophy of musical revolution for so 
many years by living in Olympia that 
I started to resent it. I just wish people 


wouldn't take us so seriously.”—Kurt Cobain 


ON THE NARROW-MINDEDNESS OF THE PUNK SCENE 
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authorized biography, Come as You 
Are) in1992 and ’93, and those tapes 
provide the film’s only narration. 
Schnack and 
Wyatt Troll set about capturing Co- 
bain’s life story in three acts: Aber- 
deen, Olympia, and Seattle, named 
after the three cities he lived in (not 
including a six-month sojourn in Los 
Angeles near the end of his life) 


cinematographer 





In the Aberdeen segment, we hear 
Cobain talking about growing up 
an outsider in a “redneck town.” 
He calls himself a “Martian baby,” 
lamenting his loneliness living in a 
rural backwater. “I used to talk to my 
real family in the stars every night,” 
he says at one point, and while it 
sounds a little pie-in-the-sky, it also 
underscores the universality of his 
story—artistically inclined misfit 
dreams of acceptance, of love, and 
the big city (in his case, Seattle). _ 

But before we get there, we go’to 
Olympia, a bohemian college town 
further north, where Cobain got his 


. first taste of musical success. A live- 


lier, artsier place, Cobain obviously 
found a community more to his lik- 
ing there, though he still didn’t feel at 
home-—he seems to have had a knack 
for making himself the outsider in 


every situation. (You understand 
why he doesn’t fit it in Aberdeen. But 
when he can't seem to find a com 
munity in Olympia either, or even 
Seattle, you start to wonder what the 
hell was really wrong with this guy 
He even says, at one point particu 
larly self-pitying point, “I just cannot 
get along with average people. I just 
have to tell them how much I can't 
stand them.”) 


THE BEGINNING OF THE END 
Rather than interview family and 
friends, Schnack has shot dreamy 
cinematic collages of the towns 
where Cobain lived: when he talks 
about the torments of high school, 
we see the hallways of the school to- 
day, and the kids there now. When 
he talks about his job cleaning chim 
neys at a hotel, we see the guy who 
does the same job today. The film 
is a montage of hardscrabble town 
scapes, misty Pacific Northwest for- 
ests, city streets, and the dilapidated 
houses and apartments that Cobain, 
at one time or another, lived in. 
Kurt Cobain, the message seems 
to be, did not drop out of the sky 4 
ready-made rock star with a mega- 
selling album and a predictable drug 
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—Kurt Cobain 


“I'm a product of a fucking spoiled Amer- 
ica.... There are so many worse things 
that could happen besides a divorce. I've 
just been brooding and bellyaching for so 
long now about what I can’t have.” 


ON GENERATIONAL ANGST 


bit. This is where he's from. Liter- 
ly, this school, this apartment, this 
eet corner, 
He was a year older than me,” 
ys Schnack, “and he was the first 
ison of my generation to have any 
d of ability or outlet to talk about 
® world as he saw it, reflecting on 
S parents being divorced, being 
ton Ritalin, the change in social 
through the '70s and '80s. He 
pke to a generational experience 
at a lot of us saw. And as much as 
oved Nirvana's music, that's actu- 
) More interesting to me.” 
hen we get to Seattle, things 
to come undone. Cobain has 
tna clever, engaging, even occa- 
nally charming narrator up until 
Point, betraying a candour and 
idity about his life and work that 
ms almost preternatural coming 
”m™ someone his age. (He was 25 
I 26 when the interviews were 
ducted.) But in Seattle, his de- 


mons start to become far more ap- 
parent. He rationalizes his drug use, 
issues vague threats against music 
journalists he feels have unfairly tar- 
geted him and his family, and vents 
about how bored he is with Nirvana 
and his career. (He would kill himself 
a little over a year after the last of the 
interviews.) He's spent a tiresome 
amount of time complaining so far, 
but once he starts talking about the 
present, his rancour is boundless. 

“Everything was there on the 
tapes,” says Schnack. “He could re- 
ally be be incredibly clear-eyed and 
lucid, but in the same conversation 
he could turn really deluded and par- 
anoid.... As we get toward the end, 
you kind of get to what I see as ey- 
erything falling apart. Clearly there's 
a very delusional quality to the way 
he talks about his drug use. There's 
a real sense of paranoia toward the 
end of the film.” 

Was Schnack surprised by any as- 
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pect of Cobain’s character? 

“He was funnier than I expected 
him to be, not like telling jokes, but 
he was witty... All the interview 
tapes were being sent to me at the 
same time that I saw [Gus Van Sant’s 
2005 film] Last Days, in which he’s 
just portrayed as this mumbling, 
drugged-out freak. I was really hap- 
py listening to the tapes in the after- 
math of that, that Kurt is so articu- 
late, and I was glad he had so much 
interesting stuff to say.” 


A DIFFERENT KIND OF 
SOUNDTRACK 

The film's soundtrack contributes 
more biography. Besides some 
(beautiful) incidental music com- 
posed by Death Cab for Cutie’s Ben 
Gibbard, the soundtrack is replete 
with the songs that would’ve been 
found in Cobain's record collection. 
Arlo Guthrie, Creedence Clearwater 
Revival (Cobain briefly played in 
a CCR cover band), R-€.M., Mud- 
honey, The Vaselines, David Bowie— 
it's a biographical mixtape. 

“That was one of my favourite 
parts of doing the film,” Schnack 
says. “You get this huge stack of 
CDs, which is basically all the bands 


ON COURTNEY LOVE 


like a rebel.”—Kurt Cobain 


Kurt loves, and then it becomes this 
puzzle, because you're going through 
and you're choosing: ‘Okay, well, I 
need something for the Aberdeen 
section, so it has to be something he 
was listening to at that time, and it 
has to fit in thematically.’” 

There's one bit early in the mov- 
ie when we see the lumber mill 
where Cobain's father used to work. 
Cobain is telling us a story about how 
his father would take him to the mill 
and dump him in the office while he 
went outside to count the two-by- 
fours. Cobain would sit in the office, 
draw, make prank phone calls, and 
sometimes go out to his dad's truck 
to play Queen's News of the World 
on the stereo. When Schnack cuts 
to some contemporary mill workers 
doing the same monotonous worka- 
day job while Queen rocks out on the 
soundtrack, the dichotomy between 
the dulling routine of the work and 
the excitement of the music becomes 
a perfect encapsulation of adolescent 
yearning and small-town ennui. 

These early scenes are moving 
and hopeful, in their way—things 
could’ve gone differently, you think. 
They're certainly what I’d like to re- 
member about Cobain, and it seems 


“I just wanted some excitement in my 
life.... and it just seems like she'sa magnet 
for excitement. Like, if we were walking 
down the street together someone would 
attack us with a knife, just because she 
seems like that kind of person.... I felt 








like they’re what Schnack would like 
to remember as well. 


The messy end of Cobain’s life we 
already know: paranoid, angry, bur- 
dened rather than liberated by his 
talent, and in constant pain from 
manic-depression, stomach prob- 
lems, and scoliosis. When the film 
finally gets around to the Seattle 
chapter, the shot of the city’s skyline 
in the gloom of encroaching dusk is 
as potent a bit of foreshadowing as 
we need to sense where things are 
headed. 

But back in Aberdeen, the ugly 
little town on the Wishkah River, 
About a Son finds its most compel- 
ling and revealing look at its sub- 
ject-a kid who once thought the 
whole United States was “about as 
big as my backyard,” who marched 
around the neighbourhood with a 
big bass drum strapped to his chest 
singing Beatles songs, who could've 
been anything—and who was, for a 
while, exactly what he’d wanted to 
be, even if he was too consumed by 
loathing for himself and everyone 
else to appreciate it. ; 

In the beginning, his sad, swift, 
ugly decline almost seems like some- 
one else's story. Almost. 
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Brian De Palima, Pro and fon 


Cinematic Visionary Or Hitchcock Ripoff Artist? 
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REVIEW - AGITPROP « BY PAUL MATWYCHUK [725 words 


Iraq in F: 


BRIAN DE PALMA’S REDACTED 
IS AKALEIDOSCOPIC VISION OF 
THE WAR WE'RE NOT ALLOWED 
TO SEE: 





REDACTED 

Directed by Brian De Palma. Starring Izzy Diaz, Patrick 
Carroll, Daniel Stewart Sherman. Opens Fri, Dec 7. 
toate 





Redacted is the second film Brian De 
Palma has made in his career based 
on a true story of U.S. troops rap- 
jhe and murdering a teenaged girl. 
ygthe first was 1989's Casualties of 
War, which is one of the most sear- 
ing, unforgettable movies ever made 
About the way war can erode men's 
conscience—but it flopped at the box 
office, and to this day it’s regarded 
dismissively by people who haven't 
seen ,it, largely because it co-stars 
the “lightweight” TV actor Michael 
J. Fox. Casualties showed De Palma 
at the height of his powers behind 
the camera, taking all of the visual 
techniques that were a signature of 
his thrillers—split-focus shots, com- 
plexly staged action setpieces, ago- 
nizing slow-motion—and using them 
to dramatize both the horror of the 
soldiers’ crime and the agony of the 
one member of the platoon who is 
unable to prevent it from happen- 
ing. 

But in Redacted, which is set at a 
U.S. military checkpoint in Samarra, 


its (of Film) 


De Palma—at the age of 67—has de- 
cided to completely reinvent him- 
self as a filmmaker. Gone is the 
masterfully controlled camerawork 
of Femme Fatale and Blow Out, re- 
placed by a patchwork quilt of faked 
“found footage”: soldiers’ home 
movies, surveillance videos, blog 
entries. (De Palma’s surprising late- 
career embrace of a brand-new low- 
budget visual grammar echoes David 
Lynch's embrace of digital video in 
Inland Empire.) 

So while the outlines of De Pal- 
ma's story—which was inspired by 
the 2006 rape and murder of the 
14-year-old Iraqi girl Abeer Qasim 
Hamza al-Janabi—are an eerie echo 
of the real-life story that inspired Ca- 
sualties of War, De Palma’s message 
is more explicitly, urgently political 
this time around. De Palma's mov- 
ies have always arguably been more 
about images than characters, but 
that's especially true of Redacted, in 
which he demands to know why so 
few images of the human cost of the 
war in Iraq have been seen in North 
America—why images of dead U.S. 
soldiers and dead Iraqi civilians have 
been systematically suppressed by 
the mainstream media and relegated 
to the semi-underground Internet 
sources that he replicates through- 
out the film 

De Palma knows the power of im- 
ages better than just about anybody 
DE PALMA cont’d pg 37 














Control 


Nightly @ 9:05 pm 
Saturday & Sunday 
Matinees @ 3:10 pm 


Rated 14A coarse language 


INTERVIEW 


Sienna Miller gives one of the year's more underrated performances as a tabloid queen being 
interviewed by a condescending magazine writer in this okay little acting exercise written and — 
directed by Steve Buscemi, who still hasn't quite delivered on the promise of Trees Lounge. 


muy sea 
ro 


a8 


LOST: THE COMPLETE THIRD SEASON : 
Watch the latest adventures of the world’s most ridiculously good-looking group of plane- 
crash survivors and see if you can pinpoint the exact moment where you stop believing the 
writers have the slightest ideaa where any of this shit is going. 


é 
BEFORE 
DEVIL 
KNOWS 
YOURE HUBERT SELBY JR.: IT/LL BE BETTER TOMORROW 
cae “DEAD Directors Michael W. Dean and Kenneth Shiffrin pay tribute to the author of such classic liter- 
ary downers as Last Exit to Brooklyn and Requiem for a Dream. Lou Reed, Darren Aronofsky, 
Nick Tosches, and Jerry Stahl chip in their two cents as well. 


x Z ; 
Before The Devil 


The Darjeeling Limited Knows Your Dead 


TWO-LANE BLACKTOP 

A two-disc Criterion edition of the classic car movie, featuring commentary from director Mon- 
te Hellman and screenwriter Rudy Wurlitzer. With James Taylor, Dennis Wilson, Warren Oates, an 
awesome souped-up '55 Chevy, and one of the most memorable final shots of the 70s. 


Nightly @ 7:00 pm 
Saturday & Sunday 
Matinees @ 1:00 pm 


Nightly @ 6:50 & 9:10 pm 
Saturday & Sunday 
Matinees @ 2:00 pm 





POLHLKTOP 


Rated 144 Rated 18A 
Visit us online @ magiclanterntheatres.ca Visit us online @ magiclanterntheatres.ca 








34 «December 6 - December 12, 2007- see magazine - edmonton agenda | news&opinion | city life | music} on screen arts | classifieds | sex | the back 





GIVE tHe ULTIMATE “rel T 






URNE 
ULTIMATI 





re 
is 
: 


ALSO AVAILABLE: 


THE ULTIMATE as | | 
AAU | Bring Bourne Home 


Includes all 3 movies, bonus disc 
and exclusive Jason Bourne passport! Cc rs] 


www.universalhidet.com weaves sbedcn 


ssemamex. © 2007 Universal Studios. All Rights Resorved. 
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FREE STUFF 


Come-to Second Cup on Jasper Ave (10309 Jasper Ave) between 2 
and 2:15 pm on Friday. Find the SEE Magazine rep and give them 
the answer or appropriate response to the question or task below. 
You may not win if you-have won'a prize from SEE Magazine in the 
last 30 days. SEE Magazine reserves the right to restrict prizes. 
Prizes must be claimed in person by the contest entrant. Photo 1D 
may be required. 


Prize: A double-guest pass to see Before The Devil Knows You're 
Dead at the Princess Theatre. 

Skill-testing Question: For what 1982 film was Sidney Lumet 
nominated for an Oscar? 





we 
SECOND CUP 


(GARNEAU 


12 = 109 Street - 433-0728 

















SCARNEAUW 
8712 - 109 Street - 433-0728 


Visit us online at www.magiclanterntheatres.ca 








Into The Wild 


ia Nightly 
INTO THE WILD 6.45 9:30 pm 
Saturday & Sunday 
Matinees 
2:00 pm 


Rated 14A 


Visit us online @ 
magiclanterntheatres.ca 
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can’t wait 
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KHAZANA 
10177-107 Street 


Call for reservations 702-0330 


www.khazana.ab.ca 
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DEPALMA from pg 34 

in Hollywood, and nothing gets him 
more angry than being forbidden 
from seeing something (or showing 
it). The film closes with a montage 
of photographs of dead Iraqi civil- 
jans—a sight that preview audiences 
found so incendiary that Redacted’s 
American producer, very much 
against De Palma’s wishes, ordered 
that the corpses’ faces be blacked 
out in the release print. The irony is 


Also, De Palma’s attempts at dupli- 
cating the feel of soldiers’ homemade 
videos or left-wing online screeds re- 
sults in an intentionally strident act- 
ing style. I can certainly understand 
why many critics have dismissed the 
performances in Redacted—by a cast 
of unknowns—as amateurish and 
stagy. (Maybe it helped that I didn’t 
see the film in a theatre but instead 
watched it at home on my laptop— 





THE FILM CLOSES WITH A MONTAGE OF PHOTOGRAPHS 
OF DEAD IRAQI CIVILIANS BUT REDACTED/'S AMERICAN 
PRODUCER ORDERED THAT THE CORPSES’ FACES BE 
BLACKED OUT IN THE RELEASE PRINT. REDACTEDHAS 
ITSELF BEEN REDACTED. 





almost too cruel even for a De Palma 
movie: Redacted has itself been re- 
dacted. 

One big caveat: Redacted is not a 
perfect movie. It feels like something 
scribbled down and filmed as quickly 
as possible, a film made in the heat of 
passion. It's reckless. Frequently, De 
Palma visibly struggles to find ways 
to make plot points without violating 
his “found footage” structure—his 
decision to have a few of the soldiers’ 
arguments play out in front of a sur- 
veillance camera (which, inexplica- 
bly, has been equipped with sound) 
particularly strains credulity. 


indeed, the computer screen might 
be Redacted’s ideal medium.) 

But Redacted also feels alive and 
risky and engaged in a way that the 
big Hollywood movies about Iraq, 
like Rendition and Lions for Lambs, 
simply do not. De Palma isn’t merely 
“concerned” about Iraq, the way Li- 
ons for Lambs director/star Robert 
Redford is—he’s practically quiv- 
ering with anger and outrage. He 
doesn't want to show you two actors 
pretending to die in a fake-looking 
Afghanistan set; he wants to shove 
actual photos of dead Iraqis in your 
face. And he doesn’t care about mak- 


YouTube Soldier | Matt Figueroa in Redacted. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


ing his message “palatable,” like 
Redford; he wants you to recoil 
He's willing to piss off not just Bill 
O'Reilly, but everyone in the audi- 
ence. (Even those who don't already 
think De Palma's nothing but a has- 
been hack.) 

Flawed, messy, contradictory, of- 
ten unconvincing: Redacted is all of 
these things. It also happens to be 
essential viewing. 








BRIAN DE PALMA, 
PRO AND CON 


He's Steven Spielberg's best friend and 
Quentin Tarantino's favourite director, but 
Brian De Palma has never enjoyed either 
Splelberg’s reliable mass popularity or 
Tarantino's hipster cachet. Instead, he's 
carved out a niche for himself as the most 
polarizing director in Hollywood, passion- 
ately defended by a small coterie of critical 
admirers (Armond White once famously 
declared, “Any reviewer who pans Mission 
to Mars doesn't not understand movies, let 
alone like them”), derided by everyone else 
as the hack responsible for Bonfire of the 
Vanities and Snake Eyes. 

As a public service, here's SEE’s guide 
to the key talking points in the De Palma 
debate, Keep it in your wallet; that way, if 
you ever run into a Salon film critic, you'll be 
Prepared to tussle. 


He’s a misogynist. 

Yes: De Palma became the feminist 
Movement’s Public Enemy #1 in the late 
70s thanks to the sex-and-violence 
extravaganza Dressed to Kill, with its 

erotic opening dream sequence and a really 
8raphic razor murder in an elevator—both 
Starring Angie Dickinson. And do we have to 
explain the ugly symbolism of that scene in 
Body Double where a woman is killed with a 
Power drill? 

No: De Palma demonstrates outrage at 


the victimization of women throughout 
his filmography—just look at how he forces 
the viewer to empathize with Sissy Spacek 
in Carrie, Thuy Thu Le in Casualties of War, 
Mia Kirshner in The Black Dahlia. And what 
is Femme Fatale but a cheeky salute to the 
cosmic power of sisterhood? 


He’s nothing but a Hitchcock ripoff 
artist. 

Yes: Obsession steals from Vertigo. Dressed 
to Kill steals from Psycho. Body Double 
steals from Rear Window. Can't De Palma 
come up with any ideas of his own? 

No: Sure, De Palma makes use of many 
Hitchcockian tropes—not as an endin 
themselves, though, but as a springboard 
for his own thematic concerns: humans are 
fallible, images are unreliable, no one is who 
they appear to be. And thrillers like Sisters, 
Phantom of the Paradise, and Raising Cain 
have a twisted, flamboyant ridiculousness 
that’s unique to De Palma. 


He barely knows how to direct! 

Yes: Bonfire of the Vanities, Wise Guys, The 
Black Dahlia, Snake Eyes, Mission to Mars... 
how many terrible movies does one man 
have to make before people stop hiring 
him? Even his biggest hit, Mission: Impos- 
sible, had a plot that was almost impossible 
to follow. 

No: Maybe you weren't watching it closely 
enough—De Palma makes his plot points 
visually, not verbally, which often confounds 
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viewers who don't know how to “read” cin- 
ematic images. And no director responsible 
for the art gallery sequence in Dressed to 
Kill, Carrie's prom-night rampage, or the 
opening Cannes heist in Femme Fatale can 
be accused of incompetence 
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on screen 
( - .- 
“An amazingly vigorous work 
and De Palma’s strongest cinematic 
statement since Casualties of War.” 


~ Richard Corliss, Time 


“Essential Viewing.” 


— Scort Foundas, LA Weekly 


Redacted (ri-‘dakt’ed): 
To have obscured or removed sensitive information 


TRUTH IS THE FIRST CASUALTY OF WAR 


SFEULURIDE |) New von \ 
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HDNET FILMS 


STARTS FRIDAY DEC 7 


CHECK THEATRE DIRECTORY FOR SHOWTIMES + DIGITAL SOUND 
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MAXIMUM: 


| EMPIRE THEATRES 
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REVIEW «GYPSIES! « BY TOM MURRAY (503 words 
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All Roads Lead to F 
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I'm Going to Tum This Car Around Right Now...! Gypsy musicians make unruly passengers in When the Road Bends PHOTO SUPPLIED 


DOCUMENTARY WHEN THE 
ROAD BENDSIS AS LIVELY AND 
UNRULY AS THE MUSICITS 
SUBJECTS PLAY 





WHEN THE ROAD BENDS: TALES OF A GYPSY 
CARAVAN 

Directed by Jasmine Dellal, Sun-Thu, Dec 9-13, Metro Cinema 
(Zeidler Hall, The Citadel). 

a a arard 





It's almost impossible to keep track 
of the various Romani musicians 
roaming around the edges of Jasmine 


dle East over the last 1,000 years), 
they confirm a common ancestry, 
with different musical traditions 
Packaged as a sold out tour in 2001 
the over 50 musicians spread out in 
five bands being wheeled around on 
a tight schedule through the United 
States are having the time of their 
lives 

As unreliable as Axl Rose or Sly 
Stone but far more endearing, the 
members of Romanian troupes Taraf 
de Haidouks and Fanfare Ciocarlia, 
Macedonian singer Esma Redzepova 


ing the band-versus-crowd proto 
col~in short, having a good time. It's 
so good, in fact, that it's a shame De! 
lal has to cut off many of the perfor 
mances just as they’re getting going 
She has to, though, just to get in 
the action happening backstage 
which is equally interesting. Behind 
the scenes you see the musicians be 
gin to get to know each other despite 
With language 
presenting a barrier, they begin to 


initial suspicions. 


communicate through musical jam 
sessions that spill over onto the 





DIVIDED BETWEEN BACKSTAGE AND BETWEEN-SHOW ANTICS, LIVE FOOTAGE FROM THE TOUR 
AND GLIMPSES OF THEIR HOMES, WHEN THE ROAD BENDS ATTEMPTS TO DRAW TOGETHER 
THESE DISPARATE GYPSY CULTURES IN A WAY THAT ISN'T DRY OR SCHOLARLY. 





Dellal’s cross-continental documen- 
tary, When the Road Bends: Tales of 
a Gypsy Caravan 

They're wandering through the 
audience while playing brassy fan- 
fares, fishing in concrete ponds at 
the entrance to halls, intermingling 
and dancing with one another, tell- 
ing story after story for the camera, 
for each other, for anyone who hap- 
pens to be passing by. 

When the Road Bends packs in 
every stereotype about Gypsies you 
can think of—in front of the camera 
they're colourful, ebullient, charm- 
ing, impossible to control, and rarely 
without an instrument in hand. Hail- 
ing from four different countries 
(the Romani originated in India, but 
spread through Europe and the Mid- 


(“Queen of the Gypsies”), India’s 
Maharaja, and Antonio €] Pipa's Fla- 
menco Ensemble from Andalusia, 
are caught checking out America as 
America checks them out in turn. 

Divided between backstage and 
between-show antics, live footage 
from the tour and glimpses of their 
homes, When the Road Bends at- 
tempts to draw together these dis- 
parate Gypsy cultures in a way that 
isn't dry or scholarly. 

It's a fairly successful attempt. The 
tour footage—which was partially 
shot by cinéma-vérité legend Albert 
Maysles—is wonderful. Far from be- 
ing a series of reverent worldbeat 
concerts, the musicians ham it up 
for themselves as well as the crowds, 
dancing and singing off-mic, ignor- 


stage—finding common ground, they 
slip into musical fusions that aston- 
ish and delight them as well as the 
viewer. 

Dellal also shows snippets of each 
band’s delineating 
the way in which they're integral to 


home village, 


area in which they come from. Esma 
Redzepova—a powerhouse of a sing- 
er—proudly presents a few of the 47 
kids adopted by her and her husband 
while Taraf de Haidouks are shown at 
a wedding back in Romania, as well 
as the funeral of their leader. 

It's almost too much material to 
pack into a two-hour movie, and 
it feels rushed at times as a result 
but Dellal still elegantly ties it all 
together at the end with a fantastic 
jam session. 
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IN TOTAL CANADIAN 
DELIVERY ALLOWA 
ON THE PURCHASE OR LEASE OF SELECTED NEW 2007 FORD VEHICLES 


AND GET UP TO $3,250 ON SELECTED NEW 2008 FORD VEHICLES. 
(2007 MODELS SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY) 
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2007 FOCUS ZX4 SE 
CASH PuRcHASEFoR °14,999° 


(after delivery allowance of $1,650 and $1,250 e-bonus is deducted) 


LEASE FOR $199 01 5.9” 


48 months with $2,099 down 
(after delivery allowance of $1,650 and $1,250 e-bonus is deducted) 
No security deposit required. 


ONLINE eBONUS 21,250 
DELIVERY ALLOWANCE $1,650 


beuwenrauowance 2,900 


2007 F-150 XTR SUPERCAB 4X4 ° 
CASH PURCHASE FoR =: 30,799" 


(after delivery allowance of $4,750 and $1,250 e-bonus is deducted) 


LEASE FOR $349 ar 1.0” 


36 months with $2,249 down 
(after delivery allowance of $4,750 and $1,250 e-bonus is deducted) 
No security deposit required. 


ONLINE eBONUS + $ 1 5 2 5 0 
peuveny auowance ©4230 


TOTAL CANADIAN = SD]. EQ:FAM) 
DELIVERY ALLOWANCE $6,000 


2007 FUSION SE 14 
CASH PURCHASEFOoR °18,999" 


(after delivery allowance of $5,000 and $1,250 e-bonus is deducted) 


ONLINE eBONUS 2 1,25 0 
DELIVERY ALLOWANCE sh ,000 


TOTAL CANADIAN 
DELIVERY ALLOWANCE 56 5 2 5 0 































































DEALER MAY SELL OR LEASE FOR LESS 


4 No extra charge SIRIUS Satellite Radio IRS Sa TM uae Lapa al F aN 


= ‘System with 6 month subscription on 
E RADIO select 2007 and 2008 Ford vehicles. Microsoft ¥ 












= . . : 

Built for life in Canada ford.ca 

's Clearance Is i at icipating Ford of Canada Dealerships. Delivery allowance of up to $5,000 and 0% purchase financing up to 36 months on selected new 2008/2007 Ford/Lincoin vehicles (2007 vehicles have limited availability). The new vehicle must be ordered 
pales et erieh dae elle esa “Offer ies treght a air tax, but excludes license, insurance, PPSA_ registration, administration fees and all applicable taxes, “Receive the following delivery allowance on the cash purchase. purchase finance or lease of the following 2008 model vehicles: [$3250 
on 2008 F-250 — 550 (excluding chassis cabs)}/[$3000 on 2008 Lincoln Navigator}/$2400 on 2008 Fusion V6)/[$2200 on 2008 Lincoln MKZ}/(S2000 on 2008 F-150 ReguiarCab]/[$1900 on 2008 F-150 SuperCabj/[$1600 on 2008 F-150 SuperCrew Lariat)/[$1500 on 2008 Fusion 14, 2008 Expedition}/[$1100 on 2008 F-150 SuperCrew 
(excluding Larat/IS1000 on 2008 Taurus, 2008 Ranger SuperCab (excluding XL), 2008 Escape XLS, 2008 Lincaln Mark LT)($750 on 2008 Explorer 4-docr, 2008 F-250 - 550 Chassis Cabs/($500 on 2008 Ranger RegularCab & SuperCab XL and FEL}. Receive the following delivery allowance on the cash purchase, purchase finance or 
lease ofthe flowing 2007 model vehicles: [$250 on 2007 Escape XLS 4 FWD Auto &4WD/[S3000 on 2007 Escape Hybrid/[S2000 on 2007 Facus ZX5}/1$1000 on 2007 Ranger SuperCab (excluding XL), 2007 E-Series Club Wagon & Van, 2007 F-Series Over 8500 GW Chassis Cabs, 2007 Lincoln Mark LTVIS750 on 2007 Freestar (exclud- 
ing SEL LTD)Y[S500 on 2007 Ranger ReguiarCab & SuperCab XL and FEL, 2007 F-150 Price Leade)/IS7000 on 2007 Five Hundred)/[S6000 on 2007 FreestyleV[$8500 on 2007 Grand Marquis, 2007 Fusion VBY/[$5000 on 2007 Fusion J4J/[S4750 on 2007 F-150 SuperGabl/[$4500 on 2007 Explorer 4-door, 2007 Escape (excluding XLS and 
Hybrig}/1$4450 on 2007 F-150 SuperCrew Lariat/[$4250 on 2007 F-Series Over 8500 GVW (excluding chassis cabs))/{$4000 on 2007 Lincoln MKZ)[S3950 on 2007 F-150 SuperCrew (excluding Lariab/[$3750 on 2007 Escape XLS 14 FWD Manuall/[$3500 on 2007 Lincoln Town Car)’ [$2850 on 2007 F-150 Regular Cab)/fS2750 on 2007 
Mustang GT, 2007 Expedition)/ [$1750 on 2007 Focus 2X3 $ & ZX4 S)/1S1650 on 2007 Focus ZX4 (excluding 2X4 S)]. 10% APR purchase financing on most 2007 Focus ZXA (excluding Zx4 S), 2007 Focus 2XS, 2007 Focus ZXW, 2007 Focus ZX3 SE. 2007 Mustang, 2007 Edge, 2007 Explorer Sport Trac, 2007 Escape (excluding Hybrid), 2007 
Freestar, 2007 F-150 (excluding Price Leader), 2008 Escape (excluding XLS), 2008 F-150 for a maximum of 36 months to qualified rotall customers, on approved credit from Ford Credit: E.g., $20,000 purchase financed al O% purchase APR for 36 months, monthly payment is $555.56, cost of borrowing 's $0 or APR of 0% and total fo be 
repaid 18$20, 000. Down payment on purchase financing offers may be required based? on approved credit. t¢Cash purchase a new 2007 Focus 2X4 SE/ 2007 F-150.XTR SuperCab 4x4/ 2007 Fusion SE 4/ 2007 Mustang GT/ for $14,999/ $30,799/ $18,999/ $28,499 (after Delivery Allowance of $1,650/ $4,750/ $5,000/S2,750 and $1,250/ 
$1,250/ $1. 250 /$1,250 e-Bonus is rebated to dealer). Taxes payable on full amount of purchase price before deduction of Delivery ‘Ailowance and eBonus. Dealer may sell for less. “*Lease rate of 5.9%/1.0 for a new 2007 Focus 2X4 SE/2007 F-150 XTR SuperCab 4x4 is available to qualified retail. lessees on approved credit trom Ford 
Credit. Lease calculation: monthly payment'of $199/$349 (after Delivery Allowance $1,650/$4,750/ and $1,250/ $1,250 e-Bonus {s rebated to dealer) tor 48/36 months. Additional payments required: $2,099/$2,249 down payment (or equivalent trade-in), $O security deposit, plus administration fees, PPSA and applicable taxes. The cost 
of borrowing fs 7.08%6/1,2%, Mileage restrictions apply. Dealer may lease for less See dealer for detals. No Security Deposit on mast 2007/2008 Ford vehices (excluding the 2007/2008 Ford Shelby GT S00, Econoline Cutaways and Stripped Chassis, Ford GT, Ford F-Series Chassis Cabs, Furd Medium Trucks and LCF) eflective October 2, 
2007 until January 2, 2008, Security Deposit may be requiréd by Ford Credit based on customer credit terms and conditions. $=2007 Year Er Clearance” eBonus certificate isin effect from November 3, 2007 to January 02, 2008 at articnating Ford of Canada Dealers. Register for your certificate at war ford.ca oi you do not have 
inlermet access and an email address, vist your local Ford or Lincoln dealership. This $1,250 eBonus Certificate can be used lowards the purchase or lease of mast new 2007 and 2008 Ford and Lincoln vehicles (excluding 2007 and 2008 Shelby GTS00, 2007 and 2008 Econoline Culaway & Stnpped Chassis, 2008 F-250 - 550 Chassis 
Cabs, 2007 and 2008 LCF and Medium Trucks) delivered on or before January 2, 2008 or may be recelved via chaque trom Ford of Canada after taking delivery of the eligible new vehicle. Factory orders are eligible tor Ralncheck protection. Taxes payable on the {ull amount of purchase price before certificate is deducted. Certificate can 
only be redeemed ‘once and is nontransferable, Only one certificate per eligible vehicle. Maximum of two certificates per customer (one for each eligible vehucie). Canadian residents only. ttOffer applies to new 2007 or 2008 Ford/Lincoln vehicles delivered November 3, 2007 through December 31, 2007. Ford will rebate to customers 1% 
of the net vehicle purchase price (excluding any dealer installed accessories or services), or 1% of the November and December 2007 monthly lease payments (excluding any dealer installed accessories or services), for the eligible vehicle. Customers with lease contracts written in December are eligible for the 1% reduction only on their 
December payment. Customers can choose to apply the rebate amount to the down payment or monthly lease payment(s), or receive a cheque from Ford of Canada within 30 days of the delivery of their eligible vehicle. 5% GST offer does not apply to 2007 and 2008 Shelby GTS00, 2007 and 2008 Econoline Cutaway & Sinpped Chassis, 
2008 F-250 ~ 550 Chassis Cabs, 2007 and 2008 LCF and Medium Trucks. The discount given to castV/finance customers on the total transaction price results in a higher lease APR than advertised. Ford's 2007 Year End Clearance offers, eBonus certificate and 5% GST may be combinable with other offers from Ford of Canada. Ford's 2007 
Year End Clearance affers, eBonus Certificate and 5% GST are not applicable to Daily Rental Fleot, Government sales or leases and are not combinable with CPA/GPC or CAP. A\incluides 6 month prepaid subscription. See your Ford of Canada Dealer or contact SIRIUS at 1-888-539-7474 for more information. “SIRIUS” and the SIRIUS dog 
‘ogo are registered trademarks of SIRIUS Satellite Radio Inc. ASync™ is optionat on most new Ford vehicles and ‘standant on selected Lincoln vehicles. Driving while distracted can result in loss of vehicle control, accident and injury. Ford recommends that drivers use caution when using mobile phones, even with voice commands. Only 
Use mobile phones and other devices nol essential to driving ‘hen it is safe to do so. Includes 6 month prepaid subscription. See your Ford of Canada Dealer or contact SIRIUS at 1-888-539-7474 for more information. “SIRIUS” and the SIRIUS dog lago are registered trademarks of SIRIUS Satelite Radio Inc. ‘WMost 2007/2008 Ford vehicles, 
excluding 2007/2008 Model LCF, F-650 and F-750, come with a 5 year/100,000 km (whichever occurs first) Powertrain Warranty and full Roadside Assistance benefits together with a 5 year/100,000 km (whichever occurs first) Safety Restraint Warranty. In addition, all 2008 Model Super Duty vehicles equipped with the diesel engine the 
Powertrain warranty is extended to 5 yr 160,000km (equals Diesel engine warranty). Some conditions and Umitations apply. See your Ford Dealer tor complete details or call the Ford Customer Relationship Centre at t-800-565-3673. Dealer may sell or lease for less. Limited {ime offers. Offers may be cancelled at any time wathout notice. 
Oealership may have limited quantities. Dealer transfer may be required. No tactory orders available on 2007s. Allow 8-10 weeks delivery on factory ortiees (excluding 2007s). « Some conditions may apply to the Graduate Recognition Program. See Dealer for details. 
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REVIEW : SURGERYSPLOITATION « BY ZOLTAN VARADI |549 words 


Hayden Christensen Scores Technical Knockout 


AWAKE'S BOTH A CONTRIVED 
POTBOILER AND A 
DELICIOUSLY RIDICULOUS 
GUILTY PLEASURE 





AWAKE 

Directed by Joby Harold. Starring Hayden Christensen, 
Jessica Alba, Lena Olin, and Terrence Howard. Now playing. 
ket 





To the gentleman who let out a loud 
boo at the end of Awake: I know 
your deal. That was simply the coo 
of your own guilty conscience for 
having walked into a film clearly tar- 
geted to tween girls (or whoever else 
favours Hayden Christensen’s pouty 
dips over credible acting), and for 
kind of enjoying the overwrought 
trainwreck regardless. 












$260 each module 
* And much more 


TE OF TECHNOLOGY COMMI 


It's okay—you weren't alone, 

Before going into all that is wrong 
with Awake, and there are many, 
many missteps—beginning first and 
foremost with the casting of Chris- 
tensen, a young actor so leaden he 
makes Keanu Reeves look like Al 
Pacino—let's give them some props 
for a fairly decent chiller premise: 
finding oneself lying on a slab in an 
operating room and realizing that 
while the anaesthetic has rendered 
you immobile and unresponsive, 
you're mind is still firmly aware of 
your surroundings, your nerves still 
acutely attuned to every cut of the 
scalpel. 

It's a seat-squirmer all right, but 
both the lead-up and follow-through 
to the money moment when Chris- 


WHY CLIMB THE CORPORATE LADDER 
WHEN YOU CAN TAKE THE ESCALATOR? 


ELEVATE YOUR EDUCATION WITH NAIT CONTINUING EDUCATION 


CONSIDERING A BUSINESS CAREER? REGISTER NOW FOR WINTER COURSES: 


« Pre-Business — A great place to start if you'd like to enter NAIT’s full-time Business program 
next fall and require prerequisites | Jan 7 to Mar 28 | $1,650 
* Business Management Certificate Program — If you are a new manager or transitioning from 
a technical or trades position to a management position (qualifies for Blue Seal Certification) 
Weekend modules for busy schedules | $260 each module 
* Supervisory Development Certificate Program — For new supervisors, also qualifies for Blue 
Seal Certification | Weekend modules - choose one or 
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two or take all 10 to receive certification 


CALENDARS AVAILABLE AT: 
SOBEYS, 7-ELEVEN, MAC'S, SAFEWAY AND 
STANDS THROUGHOUT EDMONTON AND AREA 


www.nait.ca/ContinuingEducation 


tensen's vitals are yanked from his 
body makes for the second best ter- 
rible picture of the year. (Top hon- 
ours still go to Kevin Bacon's Death 
Wish update Death Sentence, which 
set a highwater mark in accidental 
comedy.) 

Christensen plays Clay Beresford, 
a 22-year-old finance prodigy (he 
closes deals with Japanese business- 


first suit), an overprotective mother 
(Lena Olin, slumming), a Romeo 
and Juliet-like secret romance with 
the beautiful, if equally vacuous 
Sam Lockwood (Jessica Alba, not 
slumming, but giving her all in the 
best role she can get... poor thing), 
a haunting memory of his dead fa- 
ther (he exits this world in the most 
tragic of circumstances: wearing a 


but that he’s a pawn in a terrible 
plot—nobody is what they seem. 

What to do? Well there are so 
many convoluted twists and turns 
from here on in that to mention any 
of them would spoil the surprises 
but... thank goodness for those han- 
dy out-of-body experiences when 
you need them. 

Awake is essentially an Afterschoo| 


AWAKETS ESSENTIALLY AN AFTERSCHOOL SPECIAL WITH A MACABRE TWIST—THE MESSAGE? 
ALWAYS TRUST MOM—THAT FAILS ON EVERY CRITICAL COUNT: ACTING, SCREENWRITING, PLOT, 
PACING. AND YET THE DAMN THING SOMEHOW MANAGES TO MUSTER SOME HACKNEYED B- 
MOVIE-STYLE CHARM DESPITE ITSELF. 


men with great acumen, despite 
looking like a kid at grad trying on his 

























Santa suit on Christmas Eve!), and, 
topping it all off, a congenitally de- 
fective ticker. Yes, our hero needs 
a heart transplant, stat, and luckily 
he’s befriended a kindly doctor (Ter- 
rence Howard; for career status, see 
Lena Olin) who's set to rig him up 
with a new pump. 

Of course, once the operation is 
underway, things go terrible awry; 
not only does he remain conscious 
through the ordeal, but between 
bouts of agony (which he handles 
remarkably well in a monotone 
voiceover, telling himself to “focus, 
focus” as his heart is plucked from 
his ribeage) he realizes that not only 
did the anaesthesiologist mess up, 


Special with a macabre twist—the 
message? Always trust mom—that 
fails on every critical count: acting 
screenwriting, plot, pacing. And yet 
the damn thing somehow manages 
to muster some hackneyed B-movie- 
style charm despite itself. 

Again, | say to that vocal member 
of the audience: I feel your pain—it 
was laughably lousy, wasn’t it? But 
we stayed ’til the end because there's 
a deliciously perverse pleasure in 
watching in all play out. Plus, when 
they clamped open Christensen's in 
nards? Yeah, | know, I was like, to 
tally “Ohmigod!” too. Don’t fret; | 
don’t think anyone saw us. 





You Can’t Keep a Good Man Down Hayden Christensen can't keep his eyes closed in Awake PHOTO SUPPLIED 
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~"ADYNAMITE FILM 


THAT RANKS WITH THE YEAR’S BEST!" 


“PETER TRAVERS, AOLUING STONE 


KKKKk* 


~DAVID FEAR, TIME OUT NEW YORK 


“BRILLIANT 


“ROGER EBERT, CHICAGO SUN-TIMES 


s _-BErO RE- 
JEVILKNOWS YOURE DEAD 


, 
a | No one was supposed to get hurt. 


mongrel CINEPLEX ENTERTAINMENT PRINCESS, A CHECK THEATRE DIRECTORY FOR SHOWTIMES 
"osaiSl THINKFilm \W8/ @N w PLAYING! (wer conoovneis.|) PRINCESS + DIGITAL SOUND 























_ 2) Start with re. 
a POUR 1 part of ae 
Sweetened lime juice 
then 4 parts of Soto = 
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LIMITED TICKETS $15 > With an evening af spectacular food S& wine 


TICKETS $20 - 
Includes: Party tavors, midnight appetizers, JOIN US ON MON. DEC 31 
champagne, and one complimentary FOR THE END OF AN ERA AND THE 


Gall for beverage B4 midnight CELEBRATION OF A JOYOUS 2008 
details: (780) 435-2886 
 Sace bal ont tea FREE CHAMPAGNE AT MIDNIGHT 


LIMITED VIP PACKAGES AVAILABLE! 
Dress code Is smart casual, DRESS CODE: ALL BLACK 
Dress up or dress down. OR ALL WHITE SEMI FORMAL 
CALL 486.4448 
WOOLY BULLYS PUB 
8230 GATEWAY BLVD. / JUST OFF WHYTE AVE FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TICKETS 3 fees aoe ave Mhesand heed —_ 


= 


LIZARD LOUNG 
- 
8 ( 


COME DOWN ANSIGHECK 
OUT OUR CHRISTMAS TIME 
DRINK MENU 
YOU WONT BE DISAPPOINTED 


o ne 4 ; ' 
, 5 “¢ CHRISTMAS PARTY: DEC. 15 
AAW SEXY SANTA SERVERS 


NEW YEARS: LIVE BAND 


“LOST IN THE SHUFFLE”, 
DRIVERS AVAILABLE TO TAKE YOU HOME 


BEG. 14-15: LIVE BAND “SWARM” 


LIVE BANDS GNGE A MONTH, 
KARAOKE EVERY TUES AND THURS 


URBAN 
LOUNGE 


aA HOME 
ALL NIGHT! 
CHAMPAGNE. PARTY 
TARAS & 4 (LANCE TE 


| www.urbantounge.net 


10544-WHYTE AVE 437-7699 


YOUR WAY 
INTO 2008!!! 


Yuk Yuk’s Edmonton is proud to present 


Montreal’s own JOEY ELIAS: 


Please call our ii nats 
b i } -DNAAON ‘ 
gecerans | ae limited! 
to inquire about ian & Ce on f details and 
our Dinner & Show ; AF buy tickets online a 
or Show Only www.hulberts. 


'a good place to meet 


Phone: 436-1161 
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REVIEW « FANTASY FRANCHISE - BY SCOTT LINGLEY | 673 words 


Which Way Is Up? 


AT BEST, THE GOLDEN 
POINTS THE WAY 

0 MORE SATISFYING FILMS 

SOMETIME IN THE FUTURE 





THEGOLDEN COMPASS 

Directed by Chris Weitz. Starring Nicole Kidman, Daniel Craig, 
Fya Green, Dakota Blue Richards. Opens Fi DecT, 

5 Sooo ce 





First off, let me just say that I haven’t 
read Philip Pullman's His Dark Ma- 
terials trilogy, of which The Golden 
Compass is the first volume. I also 
haven't read the Harry Potter books, 
but I will hazard a comparison be- 
tween Chris .Columbus’ adapta- 
tion of Harry Potter and the Phi- 
losopher’s Stone and Chris Weitz’s 
much-anticipated adaptation of The 
Golden Compass. In both cases, even 
though I had no foreknowledge of 
the events in either book, I felt like 
each film felt more like a checklist of 
the book's key scenes that had to be 
included in order to get onto the next 
film in the franchise. 

That isn’t to say that The Golden 
Compass isn't full of visually stun- 
ning moments, or that it falls as ut- 
terly flat in creating feelings of sus- 
pense (which is certainly the case 
with the first Harry Potter film). But 
the way important characters are 
crammed in and motivations glossed 
over, and given the abrupt “ending,” 
The Golden ‘Compass doesn't entire- 
ly satisfy as a stand-alone cinematic 
experience. But perhaps, thanks to 
the countless literary fantasy series 
that have been. transformed. into 


3 


blockbuster film franchises, you're 
becoming accustomed to that 

Young Dakota Blue Richards ably 
leads the cast of The Golden Com- 
pass as Lyra Belacqua, an orphan 
cared for by the staff and faculty of 
Jordan College in a world where peo- 
ple’s souls live outside their bodies in 
the form of animal familiars called 
daemons. Lyra’s uncle, Lord Asriel 
(Daniel Craig), arrives at the college 
to request support for his latest ex- 
pedition to the far north to discover 
the source of enchanted dust that 
points to the existence of countless 
alternate universes. This is just the 
kind of knowledge that the Magiste- 
rium, those grey-faced bureaucrats 
in charge of this world, want to sup- 
press, the better to keep the populace 
in line. 

Lyra is invited by the glamorous 
Mrs. Coulter (Nicole Kidman), a pa- 
tron of the college, to go see the sto- 
ried Far North, where all this action 
is brewing. Before she leaves, Lyra is 
presented with the titular compass— 
an “alethiometer” that reveals hid- 
den truths about this world and oth- 
ers—with strict instructions to keep 
it secret. When it turns out that Mrs 
Coulter is in league with the Magis- 
terium and the shadowy Gobblers, 
who have been kidnapping children 
for nefarious purposes, Lyra em- 
braces her destiny and joins forces 
with a ragtag team of allies—gypsies, 
an aeronaut (Sam Elliott), an ar- 
moured polar bear (voiced by Sir Ian 
McKellen), a witch (Eva Green)—to 
rescue her friends. 





Nicole in Your Stocking | Nicole Kidman menaces Dakota Blue Richards in The Golden Compass PHOTO SUPPLIED 


Weitz and his 
team of technicians have created 
enthralling, detailed, retro-futuris- 
tic backdrops for all the action and 
keep things moving at a breathless 
pace—they have to in order to lay the 
groundwork for the next two install- 
ments of the trilogy. 

And therein lies the problem. So 
much has to be established for the 
story to make sense that just as 
much has to be glossed over or de- 


Writer/director 


ferred to the next movie. As a result, 
ostensibly important characters like 
Lord Asriel and Serafina, Queen of 


the Witches have their screen time 
reduced to cameos—I missed all of 
Eva Green's expository dialogue dur- 
ing a quick run to the washroom. 
This rush to set up the next films 
in the franchise also diminishes the 
wonder and suspense inherent in 
the story. The feelings a young girl 
would experience journeying into 
the tantalizing, treacherous grown- 
up world were apparently contained 
in the connective tissue that had to 
be pared away to squeeze this com- 
plicated story onto the big screen 
Don’t worry, though: there's still 





plenty of time for a chaotic battle se- 
quence filled with distinctly unmagi- 
cal violence 

Maybe when New Line Cinema is 
finally done rolling out the next two 
episodes in 2009 and 201i respec- 
tively, The Golden Compass will take 
on its rightful lustre as the powerful 
intro to a fantasy film franchise clas- 
sic. So you can always console your- 
self with the notion that the ticket 
price to this film is merely a down 
payment on a satisfying moviegoing 
experience you'll be having some- 
time in the next four years. 
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TELEPROMPTER NICOLA SIMPSON KHULLAR 
YOU CAN SURVIVE THE 
DROUGHT CREATED BY THE 
WRITERS’ STRIKE BY VISITING 
THE LUSH JUNGLES OF INTER- 
NET FAN FICTION 





I'm going to confess something to 
you, dear readers, I've barely noticed 
the strike. My favourite shows are 
still airing new episodes (although 
they won't be=for much lofiger), 
and let's face it: my home charihel is 
TCM-~a universe in which nothing 
exists after 1965 anyhow. But Lhave 
another source of “new program- 
ming.” And no, it’s not Desperate 


Housewives Barbie Puppet Theatre, 
but it’s close 

L read fan fiction. 

Fellow geeks out there are nodding 
their heads. Everyone else is shaking 
their heads and saying, “Fan what 
now?” Fan fiction, for those who 
don’t know, is when “fans” write 
their own stories revolving around 
their favourite pre-existing charac- 
ters. There's fan fiction for just about 
every TV show out there, many mov- 
ies, cartoons, videogames, and comic 
books. It’s an insanely large universe 
of unbridled creativity flying smack 
in the face of copyright laws. 

I should be holding my head in 
shame, but frankly, fan fiction is in- 
credibly entertaining. I salute those 
true fans who spend their free time 
expanding the characters they love 
and placing them in situations they'll 
never see onscreen. 

Think Kirk and Spock had some- 
thing on the down-low? They have 
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for 30 years in fanfic! Want to see 
the cast of Lost actually found? 
Look online! Think Jo should show 
Blair the real facts of life? I’m sure 
that story is out there 

Think I’m kidding about this? 
Check out www.fanfiction.net for 
an eye-opener. But like everything 
online, it can be hard to separate the 
wheat from the chaff. Some fanfic 
is amazing. I’ve read book-length 
fan fiction that rivals anything on 
the bestseller list for heart-pound- 
ing action and aching romance. And 
then there are poems about Mulder 
and Scully that will make you regret 
wasting that 10 seconds of your life. 

It's like going to Goodwill. You 
gotta dig, but after a while you get a 
nose for where to find the good stuff. 
And the best part is that when you 
find the good stuff for a show that 
you love, it’s like discovering 14 un- 
aired seasons. After a while, you'll 
start to get confused as to what was 


zand Where Kirk Loves Spock 


actually on the show and what you 
know from fanfic 

But if you're curious, and have a 
show that you're hankering for, try 
searching online for some fan fiction. 
It's a whole new world out there. 

And no, I’m not telling you what 
Tread. 


PEDDLING OUR OWN CANOE 
Last week Quebecor Media launched 
Canoe.TV. Why should you care? 
Because we're now one step closer 
to getting more TV programming 
online. 

Linked to Canoe.ca, Canoe.TV 
is set to be the YouTube of Canada, 
only without the painful breakup 
soliloquies and Jackass ripoffs. With 
content deals with CBC, House and 
Home, Just for Laughs, and The 
Fight Network, Canoe.TV will be the 
first website to really offer a range of 
€nglish and French language Cana- 
dian television programming online, 


from clips to full episodes 

The site will also webcast original 
content, with shows like StreetSeen, 
Pimp Me Tonight, and Outrageous 
Sports. In other words, don't expect 
Masterpiece Theatre. 

The cost to us: zip. Revenue 
through advertising is expected to be 
shared by content providers. 

Quebecor has figured out that 
primetime for web surfing is 5-8 _ 
p-m. weekdays, which makes it a 
nice lead-in to traditional primetime 
on television. It's a marriage made in 
convergence heaven. 

Quebecor boss Pierre Péladeau is 
all gung ho about this opportunity. 
Last week he told Playback, “We are 
convinced that Canoe.TV can also 
become a showcase for great Cana- 

dian content. Frankly, it would be 
difficult to do worse than the track 
record of the current Canadian Tele- 
vision Fund.” 

Ouch. 
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Sleepytime Guys | A dazy moment from the locally-produced comedy Losing Will. PHOTO SUPPLIED 
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OPENING THIS WEEK 


BLADE RUNNER: THE FINAL CUT 

Harrison Ford, Rutger Hauer, Sean Young, 
and Daryl Hannah star in this no-really- 
this-one's-the-ultimate version of American 
Gangster director Ridley Scott's influential, 
cerebral 1982 science-fiction thriller about 
a detective tracking down a group of 
renegade robotic “replicants” in a dystopian 
version of Los Angeles. 


PASS FOR TWO 
cli 





Global 
EDMONTON- 


THE GOLDEN COMPASS 

Nicole Kidman, Daniel Craig, Dakota Blue 
Richards, and Eva Green star in About a 

Boy director Chris Weitz's Catholic-vexing 
fantasy spectacle, based on the novel by 
Philip Pullman, about a young girl who finds 
herself at the centre of a vast battle to pos- 
sess a miraculous, all-powerful microscopic 
substance. 


IN THIS WORLD 

Jamal Udin Torabi and Enayatullah star in 
The Road to Guantanamo director Michael 
Winterbottom's 2002 docudrama about 

a pair of Afghan refugees who attempt to 
escape to Great Britain via the danger- 

ous “silk road" through Pakistan, Iran, and 
Turkey. In Pashtu and Persian with English 
subtitles. Stanley A. Milner Library: Wed, Dec 
12 (6:30pm) 


KURT COBAIN: ABOUT A SON 

Gigantic (A Tale of Two Johns) director A.J. 
Schnack’s documentary about the late 
Nirvana frontman, drawing upon hours 

of previously unheard audio interviews 

with Cobain conducted by music journalist 
Michael Azerrad. Metro Cinema: Dec 8, 10-13. 


SOMETIMES THERE'S OLY OME THING*LEFT TO SAY, 


2: ommMunsccoean 


WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 12TH @ 7:00 PM, 


SCOTIABANK THEATRE 
IN THEATRES FRIDAY DECEMBER 21, 2007 


Come by SEE Magazine (#200 10275 Jasper Ave.), Friday Dec. 7th between 3:00 and 3:30 
to receive your pass. Bring a donation to the Food Bank. A limited number of passes are 
availiable, SEE Magazine reserves the right to restrict prizes. You may not receive a pass if 
you have won in the last 30 days. Subject to Classification. 


NorQuest 
Join the 


LOSING WILL 

Arlen Konopaki (who also co-directed with 
Mike Robertson), Joe Vanderhelm, and 
Julian Faid star in this improvised, locally- 


DRUGS A PROBLEM? 


COCAINE ANONYMOUS CAN HELP! 
425-2715 * www.ca-northab.org 





Physical Therapy 

Assistant Diploma Program 

+ Assist clients to increase mobility, recover from 
injury and improve ability to function independently 

+ Work in institutional and community settings 

+ Full-time and distance delivery 


Apply now! Student funding available. 


dynamic physical 
therapy team 
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made comedy about a recently paralyzed 
man who goes on a road trip with his best 
friend to his rural hometown, where he 
plans to commit suicide. Metro Cinema: 
Fri-Sun, Dec 7-9. 


REDACTED 

Patrick Carroll, Rob Devaney, and Izzy Diaz 
star in Casualties of War director Brian De 
Palma's polarizing Iraq War drama that 
tells the story of the rape and murder of a 
young Iraqi girl at the hands of a group of 
American soldiers through pieces of “found” 
footage, including homemade videos, 
websites, and surveillance tapes. 


WHEN THE ROAD BENDS: TALES OF A 
GYPSY CARAVAN 


Jasmine Dellal’s vibrant documentary 
following a concert tour featuring Romani 
musical groups from four different coun- 
tries. With cinematography by legendary 
documentarian Albert Maysles (Gimme 
Shelter). Metro Cinema: Sun-Thu, Dec 9-13 


ALSO PLAYING 
AMERICAN GANGSTER 


Ridley Scott tries to combine Heat, Scarface, 
and Serpico into an epic tale of the ‘70s 
Harlem heroin trade, but he winds up with 
something closer to Johnny Depp's Blow— 
solemn, portentous, and overly sentimental 
about its main character. 

kkk 


AUGUST RUSH 

Not the latest deodorant scent from Right 
Guard, but a syrupy, coincidence-laden 
melodrama about a young musical prodigy 
determined to track down his long-lost 
parents through the sheer power of music. 
Warm-hearted but soft-headed. Warning: 
contains Robin Williams 

deter 


BEE MOVIE 

Jerry Seinfeld seems to have put more 
passion into the publicity campaign for 
this utterly generic cartoon than the lazy, 
underwritten script or the cereal-com- 
mercial visuals. A black-and-yellow symbol 
of everything wrong with contemporary 
Hollywood. 

Ket tres 





BEFORE THE DEVIL KNOWS YOU'RE DEAD 
Aspectacularly effective, nerve-jangling 
little crime picture starring Philip Seymour 
Hoffman and Ethan Hawke whose plan to 
rob their parents’ jewelry store turns out 
to be an even worse idea than it sounds. 
Sidney Lumet may be 83, but he feels like 
the youngest director in Hollywood. 

tek bat: 


CHRISTMAS IN WONDERLAND 

The peerless comic timing of Carmen 
Electra and Patrick Swayze meets the 
heartwarmingly traditional seasonal setting 
of West Edmonton Mall. Merry Christmas, 
everyone! 

Keser 


CONTROL 

Sumptuously photographed yet steadfastly 
unglamourous, Anton Corbijn's film about 
Joy Division lead singer lan Curtis is a major 


Your Quest, 
a Caré@er starts here. 


Call (780) 644-6000 


achievement. Sam Riley vividly evokes not 
just Curtis' unique public persona, but also 
the complicated, less-than-iconic man he 
was away from the stage. 

tok tk te 


DAN IN REAL LIFE 

Fans of Steve Carell’s lard-eating Daily Show 
days may be disappointed to see him turn- 
ing into Tom Hanks, but even they will likely 
be won over by this gooey but heartfelt 
comedy about a widower advice columnist 
from Pieces of April director Peter Hedges. 
tok tke 


THE DARJEELING LIMITED 

Wes Anderson's up to his old tricks (me- 
ticulously designed sets and costumes, 
man-children with father issues, scenes that 
lapse into slow-motion whenever the Britisti 
Invasion songs play on the soundtrack) as 
well as a few new ones—the wide-open 
Indian landscape in particular has loosened 
up his visual style. A charmer. 

kkk ky 


FRED CLAUS 

Wow-—Vince Vaughn turned into Tim Allen 
so gradually we barely even noticed it. 
wei 


INTO THE WILD 

It ends with its hero starving to death in 

the Alaskan wilderness, and yet Into the 
Wild is still the most upbeat film Sean 

Penn has ever made. Credit goes to Emile 
Hirsch’s winning performance as nature-lov- 
ing thrill-seeker Chris McCandless, and to 
Penn's ecstatic yet skeptical embrace of his 
idealistic worldview. 

tok tk kt 


LOVE IN THE TIME OF CHOLERA 

Perhaps the worst big-screen adaptation of 
a novel by a Nobel Prize-winning author in 
cinema history—and that's even counting 
Beloved. 

kerry 


NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN 

Anear-perfect Brundlefly merging of the 
Coen Brothers’ mordant, blackly comic 
sensibility and Cormac McCarthy's apoca- 
lyptic, near-Biblical evocation of evil on the 
loose on the Texas plains, Javier Bardem’s 
performance as a malevolent bounty hunter 
will haunt your dreams. 

tok kk te 


STEPHEN KING'S THE MIST 

Frank Darabont, the man who gave us The 
Shawshank Redemption and The Green Mile 
finally adapts a Stephen King story that 
isn’t set in a 1930s prison, but a modern-day 
supermarket besieged by oogum-boogum 
monsters. The character interactions are 
spot-on, but Darabont fails to capture the 
original novella’s pervasive sense of unease. 
way 


THIS CHRISTMAS 

It's less strident than the Tyler Perry family 
dramas it's modelled on, and it gives meaty 
roles to engaging actors underserved by 

the white mainstream like Idris Elba, Mekhi 
Phifer, and Loretta Devine. But it’s also over- 
stuffed with overly familiar plotlines—file 
this one under “pleasant but forgettable.” 
ket rte 
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BEYOND THE BLURBS - BLOGGERS HAVE THEIR SAY 
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Even Bill O'Reilly Hates It 
| Brian De Palma's latest got 

4 abig thumbs-down from crit- 
| (c:..and The OReilly Factor 
@ PHOTO SUPPLIED 
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THIS WEEK: REDACTED BRINGS 
OUT THE HATERS 


Fred Kaplan, Slate | “Brian De Palma's Redact- 
ed is a movie that gives war criticism a bad 
name. It's a nasty piece of work—and not in 
a good way. He thinks he’s exposing the hid- 
den horrors of war, but it comes off more like 
The Last House on the Left than Goya or even 
the jailhouse photos from Abu Ghraib. The 
Mahmudiyah rampage is regarded as the 
US. military's most depraved atrocity in Iraq 
But what is De Palma suggesting it (or his fic- 
tionalized version of it) typifies? Certainly, he 
doesn't mean his film to be an indictment of 
the Army's lax recruitment standards. That 
would be a bit wonkish for such high-artsy 
drama. Does he mean it as a metaphor? If 
So, for what? For war in general? For the U.S 
Invasion? Is he saying America is a nation of 
psychopaths? It’s muddled, and the muddle 
















































































saps whatever power a film like this might 
have had. Redacted isn't a critique of war 
or of America’s behavior in this war. It isn't 
sharp enough for that; it’s too crude, callow, 
and one-dimensional. It’s nothing deeper 
than war porn.” 


Mike D'Angelo, Nerve | “A pretty lame exercise 
in phony testosterone, one that answers the 
question ‘What would Casualties of War-look 
like if a group of third-year acting students 
turned it into bad theater?’ De Palma claims 
that the acting is intentionally wooden, 
since the soldiers (played by a squadron of 
young unknowns) are performing for the 
camera, but that doesn't wash—they’re just 
as overwrought and mannered when ob- 
served by security cameras of which they're 
clearly unaware. Thankfully, the web-based 
segments have a freshness that keep the 
enterprise from simply keeling over in em- 
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barrassment, and the crime itself does pos- 
sess a queasy intensity, thanks mostly to the 
actors playing the victims. What's more, you 
can't help but admire the attempt on some 
level. This is exactly the kind of movie that 
major American directors should be making 
right now. Except, you know, good.” 


Noah Forrest, Movie City News | “I watched Re- 
dacted the other night and couldn't help 
but wonder if perhaps Brian De Palma was 
feally a Republican trying to make a polernic 
so one-sided and trite that it would turn off 
most liberals. This is a film that was so mis- 
calculated from the get-go that it is almost 
brilliant in the way it stitches together every 
possible cliche and makes them even more 
uninteresting by using a movie within a mov- 
ie and then a movie within that movie and 
vodcasts that seem to have little relation to 
the rest of the material.” 


Scotiabank Theatre Edmonton 
with IMAX* 


SHOWTIMES DECEMBER 7-13, 2007 
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The Usha Woman | By her reckoning, Nari... Nari. Nari choreographer 


Usha Gupta is in the third stage of her life. PHOTO SUPPLIED. 











PREVIEW « DANCE : BY PAUL MATWYCHUK | 661 words 


Usha Gupta Breaks Her Silence 


GOING 10 DAYS WITHOUT TALKING 
ENABLED CHOREOGRAPHER TO 
CREATE NEW SHOW... AND FIND 
INNER PEACE 

In 2005, Usha Gupta felt unwell. 
Actually, not just unwell, but trapped 
within an all-pervasive sense of unease. 
She suffered from constant headaches, 
and her mood was, if not depressed, 
then at least one of persistent sadness. 
As a veteran dancer and choreographer, 
she was used to having her body and 
her mind work in harmony with each 
other, and she began searching for a 
way of reuniting them. 

Finally, on the recommendation of her 
nephew, she elected to travel to a retreat 
in the Vancouver area for 10 days of 
Vipassana meditation. For 10 days, she 
was not allowed to speak or communi- 
cate in any way with the other people in 
the compound—even eye contact was to 
be avoided. Music was forbidden, as was 
any sort of reading material. She could 
‘eat, but in moderation, and not at all af- 
ter 4 p.m. The lights went out at 9 p.m., 
and the whole routine of meditation and 
prayer would begin again the next morn- 
ing. 

To repeat: she paid for this. 

And she would recommend the expe- 
riénce to anyone. When the retreat was 
over and she returned to the outside 
world, instead of screaming and sing- 
ing for a few hours while gorging on ice 


cream sundaes, Gupta began working 
on a new dance piece that she conceived 
during those long hours of silence 

“After the first three or four days [of 
the retreat], | was so emotional,” she 
says. “I felt contentment and satisfac- 
tion and peace in my mind—My anger 
and aggressiveness was totally subdued, 
I cried like anything. I’d never felt that 
kind of moment before. And when I 
came out, | found myself looking back 
on my past and asking what I had done 
all of my life? And | said, ‘Well, | was a 
maiden, I was a wife, | was a mother. I 
have done my duties, and now | should 
find something for myself.’” 

The piece Gupta developed, entitled 
Nari... Nari... Nari—My Love, consists of 
three dances that she feels symbolize the 
three stages of womanhood, or perhaps 
more accurately, the three types of love 
that govern women at various points in 
their lives. First, she says, comes roman- 
tic love; then, the unconditional love a 
mother feels for her child; and finally 
and most importantly, “meditative love,” 
a feeling of tranquility and self-fulfill- 
ment mingled with an awareness of 
one’s connection with nature—the wis- 
dom of the crone. 

That's Gupta’s word, not mine, but 
she wouldn't mind if I used it—as far 
“crone” doesn’t de- 
“It's part 


as she's concerned, 
serve its negative connotations. 
of a woman's life, a woman's journey,” 


says Gupta, who is 66 years old. “Even 
at that stage of life, after her children 
are grown, she keeps on loving, and 
that’s very beautiful. It may not be how 
every woman feels, but it's certainly how 
I felt after my retreat. I loved my own 
body, I loved myself, and I felt 1 should 
give this message to other women.” 

For Nari, Nari, Nari's premiere per- 
formance, Gupta has intentionally sur- 
rounded herself with a mixture of youth 
(best exemplified by 12-year-old dancer 
Riya Alika Mittal) and experience (in- 
cluding veteran composer Praveen D. 
Rao). It's one more manifestation of 
Gupta’s state of mind following her rée- 
treat—her newfound eagerness to move 
forward creatively and a refreshed ap- 
preciation for her past. 

“I do find myself starting to say things 
my mother used to say,” she says with a 
laugh. “But I’m also a woman of today. 
And so I don't feel restricted by tradi- 
tional [Indian choreography]. My work 
is based on daily life. 1 keep my traditions 
in the back of my mind, but I still dance 
with my granddaughter, I dance with my 
children, I dance with my friends, and 
they are all from today!” 

And many of them have been inspired 
to visit the same Vipassana retreat Gupta 
did. But she’s unsure whether they came 
out of the experience with ideas for 
new dances. Appropriately, they're not 


saying anything 






Asa veteran dancer and choreographer, she was used to 


having her body and her mind 


work in harmony with each 
other, and she began searching 
for a way of reuniting them 








NARI... NARI... NARI-MY LOVE 

Choreographed by Usha Gupta. Presented by Brian Webb Dance Company. Fri-Sat, Dec 6-7. John L Haar 
Theatre (Grant MacEwan College for the Arts, 10045-155 St). Tickets available at TIX on the Square 
(420-1757/tixonthesquare.ca) 
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KAHUNA CASSEROLE 

An awkward, puzzled silence greeted the 
announcement of the theme for the 2008 
Edmonton Fringe Festival on Monday night 
at Old Strathcona eatery and theatre hang- 
out The Next Act. You heard it here first, 
folks.. or maybe second or third, depending 
on whether you've already picked up the 
Journal or Vue Weekly: they're calling it "The 
Big Kahuna.” 

The same unasked questions seemed to 
be on everyone's mind: “Uh... isn't the word 
‘Fringe’ supposed to be in the title?” “If they 
wanted to go with a Hawalian/beach theme, 
couidn't they have chosen ‘Beach Blanket 
Fringe-o?”" "What's a kahuna, anyway?” 

Then again, maybe everyone in the room 
was simply exhausted after sitting through 
the long, somewhat bureaucratic process 
of conducting the Fringe lottery—selecting 
which of the 266 applicants from Edmonton 
and around the world would land one of the 


festival. 


ing list. 


city up. 


96 slots currently available in next summer's 


Those lucky companies included such 
Fringe perennials as performance poet 
Jem Rolls, storyteller Erik De Waal, comedi- 
enne Shirley Best, comedy troupe Gordon's 
Big Bald Head, and guy-whose-plays- 
I've-never-seen Keir Cutler. Appropriately, 
a play entitled The Big Winner was the first 
local applicant td be drawn, while The Sad- 
dest Girl in the World wound up on the wait- 


Conducting the lottery drawing were 
Fringe box office manager Noree Claerhout 
and Fringe Die-Nasty! regular The Danc- 
ing Man (a.k.a. Mark Meer), who closed the 
ceremony by announcing, "Unsuccessful ap- 
plicants will be bumed in the wicker man to 
ensure a prosperous Fringe.” 

Fantastic—anything to warm this damn 


ARTS NEWS : OUR ROUNDUP OF NOTABLE CULTURAL EVENTS AROUND TOWN 


EBENEZER SALAD 
The Citadel's blockbuster adaptation of 
Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol—a huge 
personal and artistic triumph for both di- 
rector Bob Baker and playwright/star Tom 
Wood—begins its eighth annual run to- 
night (Thursday). After eight years, we've 
frankly run out of fresh things to say about 
this show here at SEE, except to say that 
while we're proud The Citadel continues to 
use our original review of the show on their 
posters, we're a little embarrassed that the 
quote they picked—"a spectacular theatri- 
cal spectacle full of energy and heart"—is so 
redundant. 

Oh well, why be Grinchy about it? It's still 
a top-notch show, full of miraculous holi- 
day miracles, magical moments of directo- 
rial magic, and a lead performance by Tom 
Wood whose brilliance is simply brilliant. 

Citadel publicity department? You can 
quote us on that! 
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Battle of the Battleaxes Davina Stewart referees the feud between Darrin Hagen and Trevor Schmidt in Bitchslap! 
PHOTO BY IAN JACKSON 





REVIEW - DIVA SMACKDOWN - BY MATTHEW HALLIDAY | 424 word 


Catalyst for Cattiness 


BITCHSLAP!1S A BITCHIN’ FUN TIME—WHO 


















































time had by all You can lead a whore to culture, but 
CARES IF IT’S A WEE BIT EXAGGERATED? you can't make th Okay, it was Dorothy Parl 
ee — = a er who originally said that one, not Davis, but it’s still a 
BITCHSLAP! great line 
Directed by Trevor Schmidt. Written by Darrin Hagen. Starring Darrin Hagen, Trevor Schmidt. Davis and Crawford compare their Oscar nominations 
Davina Stewart. To Dec 9. Roxy Theatre (10708-124 St). Tickets: 453-2440 box-office successes, and critical plaudits. But things re 
—— — == + — ally come to a head when the two get together to work 
Reprising a Fringe Fest favourite is always a surefire bet on the same film (What Ever Happened to Baby Jane 
on Edmonton stages—and while it might be more i both barely sublimating their seething contempt for eact 
esting to see something new, when the play in questionis _ other, projecting their enmity onto their characters while 
a crowd-pleaser like Darrin Hagen’s Bitchsiap!, it’s hard maintaining icily polite veneers of civility. 
to find fault with the approach eT broaches some deeper issues as well 
A big hit at the 2005 Fringe, Bitchslap! takes the leg specifically tl y that Davis and Crawford were € 
endary animus between two of the biggest female st paw f their respective studios, unable to wield 
of Hollywood's golden age, Joan Crawford and Bette Da any ré lout of their own 
vis, and inflates it to mythic proportions But those ally brought to the fore; in 
Hagen stars as Crawford (the “movie star”), while a stead they're merely hinted at. The focus stays on the 
nearly unrecognizable Trevor Schmidt, buried under fangs-bared catfighting between the two d while it’s 
ghoulish drag makeup, plays Davis actress”). The funny, with three great performances animating the 
feud between the two is waged by proxy, with tabloid gos tage, Bitchslap! could still benefit from a little trimming 
sip-monger Hedda Hopper (Davina Stewart) filling us in [t's only a one-act, but rounding it down to a tighter, trim 
on the background details, and sometimes se rving as a mer 60 minutes from its current 75-80 minutes might 
catalyst for the cattiness herself smooth out some the rougher spots in the script and 
Plotwise, there's not much to the show-—just plenty keep thinks clicking bitchily along 
of bitchy verbal sparring between Crawford and Davis Whether the real-life Davis and Crawford really hated 
Schmidt's Davis, in particular, is a perfect mixture of _ each other this much doesn’t really matter. Anyone with 
egotism and haughty disdain for those she regards as__a fascination for the legends of old Hollywood and an 
her cultural inferiors (i.e., Crawford). He also gets all the appreciation for sharp, borderline cruel witticisms will 
best one-liners: “(Joan Crawford] was the original good _ love it 











REVIEW » GREEK TRAGEDY - BY MICHAEL MCNICHOL |706 words 


Antagonistic Antigone 


KATHLEEN WEISS’ 
MODERNIZED ADAPTATION OF 
SOPHOCLES’ TRAGEDY ERRS ON 
THE SIDE OF DIDACTICISM 





ANTIGONE 

Oirected and adapted by Kathleen Weiss. Starring 
Kirsten Rasmussen, Cole Humeny, Ava Jane Markus, To 
0ec8 (730pm). Timms Centre for the Arts (87 Ave & T12 
St) Tickets available at TIX on the Square (420-1757/ 
tnonthesquare.ca) or at the door. 





Sophocles’ Antigone is a classic, 
one of the most produced plays in 
the ancient Greek canon, Almost 
everyone is familiar with the name, 
if not the story: in the aftermath of 
civil war, Antigone, a royal princess 
of the house of Thebes, defies her 
uncle Creon, the new king, opting to 
follow universal justice rather than 
the justice of man, and completes 
the tragic downward cycle that has 
plagued her family for generations. 
Justice, vengeance, and fate all vie 
for top-billing, a distinction that ul- 


timately goes to the young woman» 


who prefers death to a life without 
honour. 

That's the basic substance of 
Sophocles’ play. However, the new 
Studio Theatre production, adapted 
and directed by University of Alber- 
‘a drama professor Kathleen Weiss, 
'sn't Sophocles—this is a whole new 
Play, bearing only the most formal 
of resemblances to the ancient Anti- 
gone. Cutting several key characters 
(including the blind prophet Tiresias, 






a pivotal figure in Sophocles’ ver- 
sion) and replacing the chorus with 
a moralizing journalist, Weiss’ script 
is self-consciously modern, a family 
drama written on a large scale. This 
makes for some uneasy moments, 
particularly when the ancient and 
the contemporary texts clash. For 
example, a particularly beautiful 
speech comparing the effects of 
Love and War (as gods, symbols, 
and physical events) on humanity 
has been retained, albeit in a much 
edited fashion, but now seems out of 
place, improperly poetic compared 
with much of the new script. 

The too-small cast doesn't really 
fill the space available to them, al- 
though individual performances are 
interesting. Kirsten 
Antigone isn’t the typical “weep- 
ing princess”; rather, she’s a tough, 


Rasmussen's 
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Purple Creon Cole Humeny and Kirsten Rasmussen cavort in Antigone PHOTO BY MERYL LAWTON 


15%. 


physically active tomboy, a rebel to 
her core. Antigone isn't particularly 
likable but she shouldn't be—playing 
an extreme, unbending character, 
to Anti- 
gone’s unflinching sense of moral 


Rasmussen does justice 
rightness although she can be dif fi- 
cult to keep up with 

Ismene, Antigone's much more 
malleable and therefore less antago- 
nistic sister, is subtly played by Ava 
Markus. In fact, some of the most 
effective scenes are between the 
two sisters. Case in point: a lovely 
moment in which the two discuss 
Antigone’s impending doom, simul- 
taneously mourning and playing a 
childish game. Cole Humeny, who 
plays the dictatorial but conscien- 
tious king Creon, is appropriately 
militaristic but doesn't come into his 
own as a strong presence until the 














final few minutes of the play. 
(Elena 


Ismene, two characters who have 


Eurydice Porter) and 
very small parts in the original, are 
heavily featured here, sometimes act 
ing as a chorus, sometimes as people 
engaged in a life-or-death struggle to 
save their family. This creates some 
new and interesting moments as 
well as some unfortunate ones. For 
example, Eurydice replaces Tiresias 
as the voice of reason, the dissenter 
who attempts to save Creon from his 
own arrogance~ a move that seems 
as blatantly out of character as the 
language, borrowed from Sophocles, 
which speaks of sacrifices offered, 
plagues coming, and prophesized 
doom. Making a Cassandra of €u- 
rydice doesn't help the story or the 
characters develop the pity and ter- 
ror necessary for tragedy 


The most interesting element of 


Weiss’ adaptation for me is her use 


of physical theatre. Traditionally, 
there would have been much song 
and dance in a Greek tragedy and 
Weiss has taken up the challenge 
to stylize her actors’ movements 
while maintaining a contemporary 
feel. But certain characters, Eu- 
rydice in particular, are assigned 
choreographed motions that seem 


falsely ritualistic and, frankly, make 
the already crowded stage seem too 
Hov 


nt 


busy 





er, there are gorgeous 


mom 





here too—a touching and 
sexy lift performed by Antigone and 
her fiancé Haemon (Richard Lee) 
comes to mind, as does Creon and 
Eurydice’s spectacularly beautiful 
closing “dance of Death.” 

In a beautifully ravaged set that 
evocatively portrays the destruction 





of war arid the political glorification 
of power that coincides with the rise 
of a tyrant, the cast of this new pro- 
duction dances, sings, chants, and 
screams. There is constant action, 
extreme physical movement, tons of 
interesting tableaux... and very little 
real tragedy. 

The vulgarly moralizing tone of 
the script takes away from the sim- 
ple beauty of Antigone, a beauty that 
should go from pity and terror to ca- 
tharsis in only a few moments, not 
a few didactic speeches and overdra- 
matic headlines. Although endlessly 
adaptable, perhaps Antigone should 
be left as she is. 
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REVIEW : TECHNOLOGICAL LETDOWN - BY D. GRANT BLACK |504 WORDS 


Future is Now? 


ONE FRUSTRATED WRITER 
WANTS TO KNOW WHAT 
HAPPENED TO THE FANCY 
FUTURE WE WERE PROMISED 





WHERE'S MY JETPACK? A GUIDE TO THE AMAZING 
SCIENCE FICTION FUTURE THAT NEVER ARRIVED 
By Daniel H. Wilson, Ph.D. Illustrated by Richard Horne, 
Bloomsbury USA. 192 pp. $19.95 





Daniel H. Wilson wants to know why 
he can't strap on a jetpack and head 
to the nearest Starbucks. Wilson, 
29, who recently received his Ph.D. 
from the Robotics Institute of Carn- 
egie Mellon University, has written 
a follow-up book to his 2006 satiri- 
cal romp, How to Survive the Robot 
Uprising (voted book of the year in 
2006 by Wired Magazine), which 
instructed humans on how they can 
combat the inevitable robot rebellion. 
That book is now being turned into a 
movie starring Mike Myers. 

Wilson's pop 
ence approach is an irresistible info- 
tainment blend, and in Where's My 


culture-meets-sci- 


Jetpack, he once again indulges in his 
obvious fascination with mechani- 
cal creatures from robot servants 
to robot pets, as well as many more 
far-fetched concepts dreamed up by 
starry-eyed 20th-century scientists 
and fills them out in a witty, non- 
nerdy treatise that even science-hat- 
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ers will love. British illustrator Rich- 
ard Horne complements the overall 
product with rounded two-colour 
images that look like futuristic pro- 
motional posters from Expo '67. 
Some of Wilson's most entertain- 
ing and illuminating chapters deal 
with long dead and outrageous pie- 
in-the-sky concepts that he argues 
are candidates for a comeback, Lux- 
ury airships, such as the doomed, hy- 
drogen-filled Hindenburg, are a good 
example. Wilson says they’re more 
efficient than jet aircraft for mass 
travel and are due to return by 2010 
(Don't worry: this time, they'll be 
filled with helium.) Wilson has done 
his research too: he skillfully relates 
past and present scientific flirtations 
with jetpacks, flying cars, hover- 
boards, teleportation, smart houses, 
space vacations, mind-reading devic- 
es, invisible camouflage, x-ray specs, 
ray guns, cryogenic freezing, under- 
water hotels, and moon colonies 
The strangest concept of them 
all is the “space elevator’—actu- 
ally a three-foot-wide ribbon thinner 
than a sheet of paper, 62,000 miles 
long and apparently a cheaper way 
to transport goods into space than 
the space shuttle. Once it's built, of 


WILSON HAS DONE HIS RESEARCH: HE SKILLFULLY RELATES PAST AND PRESENT SCIENTIFIC 
FLIRTATIONS WITH JETPACKS, FLYING CARS, HOVERBOARDS, TELEPORTATION, SMART HOUSES, 
SPACE VACATIONS, MIND-READING DEVICES, INVISIBLE CAMOUFLAGE, X-RAY SPECS... 


course. “Carbon nanotube composite 
ribbon is the perfect substance for a 
space elevator,” Wilson writes. “It is 
lightweight, 100 times stronger than 
steel, and as flexible as plastic... The 
only drawback is cost—at current 
prices the material for a long enough 
nanotube cable would cost over a 


billion dollars.” Not to mention com- 
mercial aircraft and the new helium 
Hindenburg competing for increas- 
ingly congested airspace. 

Wilson cheekily emphasizes that 


people must demand _technologi- 
cal improvements in a so-far disap- 
pointing 21st century. “We cannot sit 
by idly,” he writes, “while our chil- 
dren walk to school instead of riding 
hoverboards, while newlyweds spend 
their honeymoons in aboyeground 
hotels instead of in underwater ho- 


think Anead 


Can’t get into the program you want? 
Need to upgrade? 
MacEwan can help. 


Located at the Alberta College campus, the 
Preparation for University and College program 
can help you improve your high school grades, 
earn university and college level credit and 
receive a personalized plan for success, 


Think MacEwan. 
Start in January. 


Call (780) 497-4029 for information or visit 
www.MacEwan.ca/thinkAhead. 
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tels where they belong, or while 
our grandparents are forced to eat 
full meals instead of choking down 
handfuls of food pills dispensed from 
a slot in an otherwise featureless wall 





of solid granite. The course of action 
is clear: We must educate ourselves, 





stand up for ourselves, and fight for 
the future we were promised.” 

At the moment, those Bluetooth 
cellphone devices glued to our heads 
like CFL coaches are apparently the 
best scientists can do. 


MacEwan 
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EXHIBITS | 


ALLIED ARTS COUNCIL 455 KING ST., SPRUCE GROVE, 
962-0664 Until DEC 22, annual Christmas gift and art sale. 
\nfo: wwwalliedartscouncil.com. | 
ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL 10/86-106 ST. 488-6611 EXT. 
221, Until DEC 8 “I? Influences, Inspirations, and Innova- 
tions’, juried exhibition by the Edmonton Rug Hookers Guild. 
Info: www.albertacraft.ab.ca. 

THEARTERY 9535, JASPER AVE, DEC 6-JAN 4, “Towards See- 








Book Design in Canada. Hours: Tues-Fri 10 am-5 pm, Sat 
25pm. 

FRINGE GALLERY 10516 WHYTE AVE. 432-0240 
Throughout DEC: gallery closed for maintenance. Info: www. 
paintspot.ca. 

FRONT GALLERY 12312 JASPER AVE. 488-2952 


| GALLERY AT MILNER STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY, 
| CHURCHILL SQUARE Until DEC31 “Origins”, group shaw by 


recent BFA graduates. 
HARCOURT HOUSE GALLERY 3RD FLOOR, 10215-112 ST, 
[eetite 4180 Unt DEC 22 “The New Alchemists”, sculpture 


HIGHLIGHT - HOUSEMATE ART 





‘The Numbers Game | Foot-fixated painter Gilliam Williams is one of the three resident artists at 11404, 
PHOTO SUPPLIED 


114064 = Decé-Jan 7 (Thursdays only,5-Bpm) «ArtsHab Studio Gallery (31d Floor, 10217-106 St) 

The space Monica Pitre, Gillian Willans, and Andrea Pinheiro shared for a year 
and a half while they were working on their M.F.A. thesis projects wasn't just a 
fesidence—it was an art studio, an archive of influences, a discussion forum, a 
sanctuary, a refuge, and a place to shower and eat (when they had the time). The 
fruits of this hothouse environment are now on display at ArtsHab, a gallery run by 
people who appreciate what it's like to live in close quarters with other artists. The 
opening reception takes place tonight (Thursday), and runs from 7 p.m. to] a.m. 





ing Everything”, photographic images by Ted Kerr, Opening 
reception and community discussion DEC 6, 2-4 pm. Hours: 
Tue & Thu 5-7 pm or by appointment. Info: theartery@ 
noiselab.ca. | 
ART BEAT GALLERY 26 ST, ANNE ST,, ST. ALBERT. Info: | 
vowwartbeat.ca. | 
ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA ENTERPRISE SQUARE, #100, 
10230 JASPER AVE., 422-6223 DEC 8-FEB 17 “FH. Varley: | 
Portraits Into the Light”, an in-depth look at the portraiture 
of Frederick Varley, DEC 8 HSBC All-Day Saturday, |-4 pm, 
features programming for all ages, including artists talks, 
lectures, tours, and hands-on workshops. Until JAN 6 
“Fun House”, nine Canadian contemporary artists push 
artistic convention to the outermost limit; “The 1950 Ford 
Show”, 100 artists present 100 drawings of a 1950 Ford | 
from memory. Hours: Mon-Fri 10:30 am-5 pm, Thu 4-8 pm 
free admission. Sat & Sun 11 am-5 pm. Info: www.artgal- 
leryalberta.com. 
ARTS HAB STUDIO GALLERY 3RD FL, 10217-106 ST. 439- 
9532 Every Thu, 5-8 pm. Info: www.artshab.com. 
BEARCLAW GALLERY 10403-124 ST. 482-1204 Info: 
bearclawgallery.com. 
BLUE CURVE GALLERY GLENROSE REHABILITATION 
HOSPITAL, 10230-111 AVE. Until JAN 12, “The Canadian | 
Filipino Connection”, recent prints and paintings by Gordon 
Snyder; “The Useful Lessons of Plants”, encaustic paintings 
by Marlena Wyman. Hours: Daily, 7:30 am-2:30 pm. 
CENTRED'ARTS VISUELS DE ALBERTA 9103-95 AVE, 
461-3427 DEC7-20 “Miniatures and More’, group show of 
‘miniature paintings, Christmas crafts, and watercolours by 
Judith Kubac, Opening reception DEC 7, 7-8:30 pm. 
COLLECTIV CONTEMPORARY ART 6507-112 AVE, 491- 
0002 Info: www.collectiv.ca. 
CHRISTL BERGSTROM'S RED GALLERY 9621-82 AVE. 
439-8210 Until DEC 31, Edmonton artists at Red on Whyte 
from the collection of Christl Bergstrom and David Murray. 
Hours: Mon-Fri am-5 pm. 
DOUGLAS UDELL GALLERY 1032-124 ST, 488-4445 Until 
DEC20, Christmas show. Hours: Tue-Fri 9:30 am-5:30 pm. 
Info: douglasudeligallery.com. 
EDITIONS GALLERY WEM DEC 8, 1-4 pm. Michael Godard, 
at signing and meet and greet. Info: 444-2278. 
ELECTRUM DESIGN STUDIO 12419 STONY PL RD, 
482-1402 Collection 2007: Jewelry and ornaments by Wayne 
Mackenzie, Janet Stein, Meghan Wagg, John Blair & Jackie 
Anderson; paintings by Sophia Podryhula-Shaw, Jeff Collins; 
‘woodwork by John Morel, Henry Schlosser, George Heagle; 
Siasswork by Robert Held, Jeff Holmwood, Todd Safronov- 
ih; nl Enzien Kef- 
{eld washi-chirgri-e by Terry O'Connor; photography by Lori 
‘nn Muencer. Info: www.waynemackerziegoldsmith.com. 
EXTENSION CENTRE GALLERY 2ND FL, UOFAEXTEN- 
SION CENTRE, 8303-12 ST. Hours: Mon-Fri 8 am-& pm. Info: 
Wwwwextension.valberta.ca, 
FAB GALLERY /-1FINE ARTS BUILDING, UOFA CAMPUS 
UntiOC15 "Somewhere in Between” by Scott Cumberland, 
Mi Painting: The 2006 Alcuin Awards for Excellencein 





by Blair Brennan and Catherine Burgess. Info: www. 


| harcourthouse.ab.ca. 
| JEFF ALLEN GALLERY STRATHCONA SENIORS CENTRE, 


10831 UNIVERSITY AVE. 433-5807 Until JAN 2, Christmas 
Show and Sale. Hours: Mon-Thu, 9am-4 pm. 


| JOHNSON GALLERY 7711-85 ST, 465-6171 Edmonton Oil 


Painters, artists working in-studio throughout the season. 
Artists featured include Susan Abma, Susan Box, Shairl 
Honey, David Brooks. Margaret Klappstein, Tracy Mardon, 


| Anne McCormick, and Cindy Revell. Info: susanabma.com. 


LANDO GALLERY 1730-105 AVE., 990-1167 Hours: Mon-Fri 
10.am-5:30 pm, Sat 10 am-4:30 pm. Info: www.landogallery. 
com. 

LATITUDE 53 10246-106 ST,, 423-5353 DEC 13-15 “New- 
fangled”, the U of A's Student Design Association group 
show. Hours: Tue-Fri 10 am-6 pm, Sat 12-5 pm. Info: www. 
latitudeS3.org. 

LOFT GALLERY A). OTTEWELL CENTRE, 590 BROADMOOR 
BLVD. SHERWOOD PARK, 467-448] Until JAN 5, affordable 
art for Christmas, suitable for home, office, or gifts. Includes 
new works by Deanna Corrigan, Christine Allard, Kaye Acker- 
man, JoAnn Rasmussen, Mary Deeprose, Janice Bonsant, 
and Lynda McAmmond. Hours: Sat 10 am-4 pm (except 
holiday weekends), Thu 5-9 pm. Info: Kaye 467 448). 
MCMULLEN GALLERY 8440-112 ST, U OF A HOSPITAL, 
407-7152 Until DEC 9 “Collecting Comfort: Quilt Culture 
inthe Rosenberg Collection”, samples of antique and 
contemporary quilts collected by Toronto's Gloria and Alvin 
Rosenberg. Hours: Mon-Fri 10 am-8 pm, Sat & Sun noon-6 
pm. Admission: free. 

MULTICULTURAL CENTRE PUBLIC ART GALLERY 
5411-51 ST, STONY PLAIN Until DEC 6 “Serene Visions; 
Images from Canada and Japan”, photographs by Jeffrey B. 
Kucharski. Hours: daily, 10 am-4 pm. 

NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE 9704-11] AVE, 474-761] Until 
DEC31 “Under the Influence”, artists with disabilities present 
unique interpretations of people who inspire and influence 
their daily lives. Studio hours: Mon-Fri 10 am-2 pm. Gallery 
hours: Mon, Wed & Fri 9:30 am-2:30 pm, Tue & Thu 9:30 
am-4 pm & 6-8 pm. Info: www.ninahaggertyart.ca. 

OUT OF THE FIRE STUDIO 12214 JASPER AVE., 378-0240 
DEC 6-15 “Merging Spirits”, stone, metal, and wire sculptures 
by Shumba Ash. Ongoing displays feature Zimbabwean 
stone sculpture, paintings by Alberta artists, Romanian 
blown glassware by lon Tamaian, glass jewelry by Braden 
Hammond, and stoneware pottery by various artists. Info: 
www.outofthefirestudio.com. 

PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 10763 112 ST. DEC 6-JAN5, 
“Fireworks: Silver and Steel" sculptures by Isla Burs and 
Karen Cantine, Opening reception DEC 6, 7-9 pm. Hours: Tue- 
Sat 10 am-5:30 pm. Info: www.probertsongallery.com. 
PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 212304 JASPER AVE,, 
455-7479 DEC6, 6-10 pm, second location grand opening. 
Group show featuring Alice Techert, Phil Darrah, Peter von 
Tiesenhausen, David Janzen, David Cantine, Linda Linde- 
mann, Jonathan Forrest, David Alexander. Hours; Tue-Sat 10 
‘am-5:30 pm. Info; www.probertsongallery.com. 
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PICTURE THIS 959 ORDZE RD., SHERWOOD PARK Until DEC 
15, group show featuring original oils by Audrey Pfanmuller, 
watercolurs by Gregg Johnson, Arctic landscapes by Bern 
Will Brown, Western Canadian landscapes by Roger D. Amdt, 
Prairie scenes by Jonn Einerssen, watercolours and oils by 
Brent Heighton, acrylics by Murray Phillips and Brazilian 
Soapstone sculptures by Vance Theoret. Hours: Daily 9 am- 
530 pm. Info: 467-3038 or picturethisgallery.com 

PORTAL GALLERY 9414-91 ST, 702-7522 Until DEC 31 
“Medley Fields” by Giselle Denis. Hours: Tue-Fri 12-8 pm, 

Sat 12-7 pm. 

PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 PERRON ST,, ST. 
ALBERT, 460-4310 DEC 6-22 “Guilded”, works by artists from 
St. Albert Place Visual Arts Council and St. Albert's five art 
guilds. Opening reception DEC 6, 6-9 pm. 

PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES OF ALBERTA 8555 ROPER RD. 
427-1750 Hours: Tues-Sat 9 am-4:30 pm, Wed 9 am-9 pm 
Info: www.tpre.gov.ab.ca/paa. 

ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 12845-102 AVE, 453-9100 

Info: royalalbertamuseum.ca. 

ROWLES & CO. LTD. MEZZANINE LEVEL, 10130-103 ST. 
426-4035 Info: www.rowles.ca. 

SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 ST,, 488-3619 Until DEC 22 
“Christmas Treasures”, textile based landscapes by Martha 
Cole, and fold-out panoramic watercolour landscapes by 
Robert Sinclair. Hours: Tues-Sat 10 am-S pm. Info: www. 
Scottgallery.com 

SCULPTURE STUDIO & GALLERY SHERWOOD PARK, 
662-4160 Figurative and abstract sculpture by Horst D. Info: 
www horst-sculpture.ca. 

SELFRIDGE POTTERY STUDIO 9844-88 AVE. 439-9296 
Hours: Tlam-Spm. Info; www.selfridgeceramicart.ca 

SNAP GALLERY SOCIETY OF NORTHERN ALBERTA 
PRINT ARTISTS 10309-97 ST., 423-1492 Hours: Tue-Sat 
noon-5 pm. Info: snapasnapartists.com 

STRATHCONA COUNTY MUSEUM & ARCHIVES 9/3 ASH 
ST, SHERWOOD PARK 476-8189 Hours: Mon-Fri 10 am-4 pm, 
Info: www.strathconacounty.museum.ca. 

STUDIO GALLERY /] PERRON ST, ST. ALBERT, 460-5993 
Hours: Tues-Fri 10 am-5 pm, Sat 10 am-4 pm. 

TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE (EDMONTON SPACE & 
SCIENCE CENTRE) 1/211-142 ST., 451-3344 Permanent 
Exhibits: The Body Fantastic, Mystery Avenue, The Greens’ 
House, Space Place, Discoveryland & DinoDenin the Explorer 
Gallery. Syncrude Science Stage: Science Demos - Cryogenics, 
Electricity, What Puts The Fizz in Soda Pop? Info: 451-3344, 
www.odyssium.com. 

TU GALLERY 10718-124 ST., 452-9662 Info: www.tugallery. 
a 

URBAN ROOTS 10418-82 AVE. 438-7978, 

VAAA GALLERY VISUAL ARTS ALBERTA ASSOCIATION 
IRD FL, 10215-112 ST. 421-173) Until DEC 22 “Passages”, 
photography by Leona Olausen and metal sculpture by 
‘Audra Schoblocher. Hours: Mon-Fri 10-4pm, Sat 12-4pm, 

| WEST END GALLERY 12306 JASPER AVE, 488-4892 Hours: 
Tue-Sat 10 am-5 pm. Info: www.westendgalleryltd.com. 
WORKS GALLERY #200, 10225-100 AVE, 426-212 Until 
DEC7 “Telling Tails and Other Stories”, contemporary 
paintings by MFA graduate David Folk, presented as part of 
Exposure: Edmonton's Queer Arts & Culture Festival. Hours: 
Mon-Fri 12-5 pm. info: www.theworks.ab.c. 

ZIEGLER HUGHES GALLERY & SERENDIPITY FRAMING 
9860-90 AVE, 433-0388 Anahuacalli Mexican jewelry & art 
works by Canadian and Mexican artists and artisans. Hours: 
Tue & Wed 10 am-6 pm, Thu & Fril0 am-8 pm, Sat noon-8 
pm, Sun & Mon noon-5 pm. 

ZOCALO 10826-95 ST, 428-0754 Intemational crafts, 
artwork, and tropical flowers. Hours: Mon-Wed & Fri 10-6 
pm, Thu 10-9 pm, Sat 9-5 pm, Sun 12-5 pm. 


MUSEUMS 

ALBERTA AVIATION MUSEUM 11410 KINGSWAY AVE, 451 
1175 Edmonton bush pilot display in WWIl-era double-wide, 
double-long hangar. Hours: Daily, 10 am - 4 pm. 

CANADIAN PETROLEUM DISCOVERY CENTRE LEDUC #7 
DISCOVERY WELL, LEDUC Guided tours, tailored education 
programs for classes K-12, safety courses and industry 
training, meeting roams, campground, giftshop, library, and 
historical archives. Info: 1-866-987-4323 or www.-pic.org, 
CITY OF EDMONTON ARCHIVES 0440-108 AVE 
496-8710 Over 50,000 catalogued photographs and slides 
from the 1880s to the present. Two display galleries. Free 
admission. Hours: Weekdays, 8:30 am - 4:30 pm. 

JOHN WALTER MUSEUM 1061-914 AVE., 496-8787 
Admission |s free, donations gladly accepted. Info: www. 
edmonton.ca/johnwalter 

LOYAL EDMONTON REGIMENT MILITARY MUSEUM 1/8, 
PRINCE OF WALES ARMOURIES HERITAGE CENTRE, 10440 108 
AVE. Hours: Weekdays, 10 am - 4 pm. 

MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM 5 ST. ANNE ST, ST. ALBERT, 
459-1528 Hours: Mon-Sat, 10 am-5 pm; & Sun, 
Admission: Suggested donation of $2. Info any 
459-1528. 

ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM [2845-102 AVE., 453-9100 
Permanent Exhibitions: “Wild Alberta”, exploring Alber 
natural habitat; Syncrude Gallery of Aboriginal Culture 
traces the history of Alberta's Aboriginat es; The 
Natural History Gallery explores the historic geographical 
changes in Alberta. Info: 459-9100. Hours: Mon-Sun, Sam- 
5pm. Ticket prices & Info: www.RoyalAlbertaMuseum ca. 
TELEPHONE MUSEUM PRINCE OF WALES ARMOURIES 
HERITAGE CENTRE 10444-108 AVE, 433-1010 Hours: Tue-Fri, 
10am-3pm. Admission by donation, 


DANCE 


CONTACT IMPROV JAM @ MILE ZERO DANCE All movers. 
musicians, and artists welcome. info: 450-3336. 

DANCE MOVES DEC 17, 7-9:30 PM, CITY HALL MAIN FOYER, 
#1 CHURCHILL SQUARE Dance Moves presents their free 
annual charity dance class, collecting donations for the Food 
Bank. Everyone welcome to try out a range of dance styles, 
including jazz, funk, hip hop, latin, and swing. Info: www. 
dancemoves.ca. 

DANCE OF UNIVERSAL PEACE 2ND & 4TH THU OF EACH 
MONTH, 7:30 PM. RIVERDALE HALL, 9231-100 AVE. Info: 
467-1285, 

NARI... NARI... NARI-MY LOVE DEC 6-7, JOHN L HAAR 
THEATRE, 10045-156 ST. A world premiere by Edmonton 
choreographer Usha Gupta. Presented by the Brian Webb 
Dance Company. Tickets at TIX 

OUMI OUMI HIZZ1 DEC 9, 7PM. ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM, 


gistration: 














| 12845-102 AVE. Aldiya Middle Eastern Dance presents a 


fecital featuring professionals, instructors, and students, 
with special guests DancePoi! Tickets $16 advance, $71 at the 
door. Info: 418-4108. 

THE NUTCRACKER DEC 14-16. JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 
Alberta Ballet's celebrated Christmas classic, with some 
unexpected twists. Tickets at TM or the Jubilee bax office 
RODA DE CAPOEIRA SATURDAYS, I-2 PM, CAPOEIRA 
ACADEMY, 10540 JASPER AVE, 709-3500 A free performance 
of Capoeira, a Brazilian mix of dance, martial arts and music, 
invented by African slaves. Info: www.capoeiraedmontan.ca 
SANTA'S KIDZ DEC 15,M 8 PM. MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE, 


| SUB, UOF A CAMPUS Third Street Beat joins local hip hop 


crews and dance studios for the annual holiday benefit 
show, proceeds go to the Make A Wish Foundation and the 
Bissel Centre. Tickets $22, $15 youth 12 and under, at TM. 


| Info: www.santaskidz.ca. 


arts liS 


THEATRE 


AN EVENING WITH CHARLES DICKENS UNTIL DEC 8, 
VARSCONA THEATRE, 10329 83 AVE. James Brewer presents a 
theatrical journey with one of the great novelists of all time, 
Charles Dickens. All performances PWYC, proceeds benefit 
Change for Children Society and The Actors Fund of Canada. 
ANTIGONE UNTIL DEC 8, 7:30 Pl. TIMMS CENTRE, U 

OF A CAMPUS Studio Theatre presents a contemporary 
adaptation of Sophocles’ classic examination of honour and 
politics. Adapted and directed by Kathleen Weiss. Tickets at 
the Timms box office one hour prior to performance. 
ASTERLING CHRISTMAS PUDDING DEC 6, 8 PM. 
CATALYST THEATRE, 8529-103 ST. Members of Edmonton's 
professional theatre and music community present a festive 
sampling of song, dance, and short plays. New works by 
Gerald Osborn, Linda Wood Edwards, Belinda Comish, and 
James Hamilton, Performers include Linda Grass, Mark Meer, 
Judy Unwin, Caroline Livingstone, Jocelyn Alf, John Sproule, 
Ryan Sigiurdson, Tracy Penner, Sheri Sommerville, and Andy 
Northrup. Tickets $20 at the door, or call 484-6003. Proceeds 
go towards the Elizabeth Sterling Haynes Awards, 
BITCHSLAP! UNTIL DEC 9, THE ROXY THEATRE, 10708-124 
ST. Aremount of Darrin Hagen's comedy about the legend 
ary rivalry between Hollywood divas Joan Crawford and 
Bette Davis. Tickets at the Roxy box office or TIX. 
CINDERELLA DEC 7,7 PM. DEC 8 & 9, 2PM. TRANSALTA ARTS 
BARNS, WESTBURY THEATRE, 10339-84 AVE A musical ren: 
dition of the fairy-tale classic, presented by Fringe Theatre 
Adventures. Tickets at Fringe Theatre Box Office, 409-1910 
LANGUAGE & CONTENT LAST MON EVERY MONTH. JEKYLL 
& HYDE PUB 10610-100 AVE. Image Theatre's monthly series 
presents readings of new and unproduced plays. Show 8 pm, 
doors at 7 pm. Food and drink service available. Admission 
is PWYC (suggested $5). Info: call Ryan 297-3675, or email 
language.and.content@gmail.com. 

OH SUSANNA! CHRISTMAS SPECIAL DEC 22, 1] PM. 
VARSCONA THEATRE, 10329-83 AVE. A seasonal salute to the 
solstice, guided by the enchanting elf Susanna Patchouli. 
Special guests include Darrin Hagen and a cappella trio 
Asani. info: www.varsconatheatre.com/ohsusanna 

RAPID FIRE THEATRE VARSCONA THEATRE 10329-83 
AVE. 448-0695 TheatreSports Fridays at Tl pm, Chimprov 
Saturdays at Tl pm. $10 at the door. info: www.rapidfire- 
theatre.com. 

SINBAD THE SAILOR DEC 5-15, 8 PM. SUN MATINEE 2 PM. 
WALTERDALE PLAYHOUSE, 10322-83 AVE. Directed by Randy 
Borosky. Tickets $14-$i8 at TIX or at the door. Two-for-one 
Thursdays. 


LIVE COMEDY 


RAPID FIRE THEATRE 10329-83 AVE. 448-0695 Theatre- 
Sports Fridays at Tl pm, Chimprov Saturdays at Tl pm. $10 

at the door, 

THE COMEDY FACTORY 408-3414 GATEWAY BLVD, 469- 
4999 DEC 6-8 Lorenzo Thornton. Regular showtimes: Thu & 
Fri8:30, Sat 8:30 & 10:30 pm. Info: www.thecomedyiactory. 
com. 

THE COMIC STRIP WEM 483-5999 DEC 6-9 Michael 
Sommerville with Nigel Lawrence, and Shawn Gramiak. Hit 
or Miss Mondays, amateurs compete for audience approval: 
Tuesdays Alternative Comedy Night. 

YUK YUKS 66 ST. & 137 AVE. LONDONDERRY MALL, 481-9857 
DEC 6-8 John Wing, Phil Hanley, Paul Sveen, Sean Proudiove, 
and Mark Salmandick Tuesdays Amateur Night w/ Erica 
Sigurdson. Info: yukyuks.com. 
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SEX» ADVICE - BY DAN SAVAGE | 175 words 


Honesty Is the Worst Policy? 





SAVAGE LOVE DAN SAVAGE 

DAN PLAYS A TRICK ON HIS 
READERS—AND EXPOSES A 
GENDER DOUBLE-STANDARD 
WHEN IT COMES TO PEOPLE 
WITH OVERWEIGHT PARTNERS 





Dan! I can't believe you wrote 
that response to Hawt And Roy- 
ally Depressed! He wrote because 
his wife of 10 years had “let her- 
self go.” Men and women were 
hitting on him and he had to re- 
sort to stoning before he could be 
with her. And you told this ass- 
hole to “be honest with her.” Your 
version of “honest” was the ver- 
bal equivalent of hitting her with 
a sledgehammer! If what HARD 
says is true, it sounds like his 
wife is depressed or has health 
issues. HARD may have gotten 
his physical body into shape, but 
emotionally he is an out-of-shape, 
immature mess! 

Distressed & Disgusted 


C26 caren 


I didn’t write that response to HARD. 
Not one skinny word of it. You see, 
D&D, two. weeks before HARD’s 
letter appeared in the column, I an- 
swered a letter from a gay guy with 
a fat boyfriend. Seeking A Solution, 
who described himself as outgoing 
and athletic, and wasn’t attracted 
to his boyfriend of three years. Af- 
ter describing himself as “stuck,” 
“struggling,” and on medication for 
anxiety, SAS told me | wasn't al- 
lowed to tell him to break up with 
or cheat on his fat boyfriend. So | 
advised SAS to drink heavily and 
warned him that sooner or later he 
would sabotage this relationship in 
order to be with someone he was ac- 
tually attracted to. 

Readers—mostly 
ers—were outraged: Before breaking 
up, before cheating, before drink- 


female read- 


ing heavily, couldn't SAS. try being 
honest? Why didn’t I tell SAS to tell 
his boyfriend that the weight was a 
turn-off and that SAS was seriously 
thinicing about ending the relation- 
ship if the boyfriend didn’t lose those 
extra pounds? By not recommend- 
ing a little honesty first—by pushing 
a breakup instead of a little heart-to- 
heart—I had revealed myself to be a 
cynical and heartless faggot 
HARD’s letter arrived when I was 


sorting through all this outraged e- 
mail about SAS and I thought, “Gee, 
I wonder what would happen if I 
cobbled together a response for this 
hetero HARD from all this advice 
these women sent in for this sissy 
SAS?” The advice you read in this 
space for HARD—all about being 
honest and open (including those 
now-infamous conversation-starters 
ike, “You have gotten fat and unat- 
tractive and my sex drive is nil, so 
can we do something about it before 
bail on you?”)—was written by my 
emale readers. All I did was change 
the pronouns from male to female 
And guess what? It turns out that 
honesty—at least when we're talking 
about a woman's fat ass—isn’t the 
est policy after all! Honesty about 
a partner's premature and avoidable 
physical deterioration is only fit for 





faggots, it seems. So what should 
HARD tell his wife? My outraged 
readers weigh in: 


Your advice to HARD was WAY 
off. I have a close friend who 
dumped her boyfriend because he 
told her she had gotten too fat. We 
all hate him now for saying that. 
HARD needs to realize that be- 
ing overweight lowers a woman's 
self-esteem. He should approach 
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her gently, say absolutely noth- 
ing about not being attracted to 
her, and play the “I’m concerned 
only about your health and well- 
being” card. 

If he takes your advice and tells 
her she needs to shape up or he’s 
shipping out, hopefully she will 
muster the self-respect to dump 
him. 

An Angry Fat Girl 


Gotcha, AAFG—HARD should play 
the “health and well-being” card and 
refrain from being honest. Righto. 


A man should be honest with his 
wife, Dan, but telling a woman 
she is fat and unattractive and 
that if she doesn't lose weight he 
will leave is NOT sound advice. It 
will only cause her to spiral out 
of control. Instead, HARD should 
talk to his wife about exercising 
together and make a healthy food 
plan. But he should do so with- 
out telling her that if she doesn't 
lose weight he will never want to 
sleep with her again. 

What Were You Thinking 


Gotcha, WWYT—a man should be 
honest with his wife. Except about 
her premature and avoidable physi- 
cal deterioration, the impact this is 
having on their sex life, about how 
miserable he feels, and about how 
he’s seriously contemplating adul- 
tery or divorce. About those trifles, 
a man should keep his counsel. Just 






DRUGS A PROBLEM? 
COCAINE ANONYMOUS CAN HELP! 
425-2715 * www.ca-northab.org 






encourage her to exercise and make 


a healthy food plan. Righto. 


I speak from experience when | 
say that there is nothing HARD 
can tell his wife that she doesn’t 
already know, And while I’m al] 
for honesty, there are times when 
it equates to cruelty. 

PG 


Gotcha, PG—love and support, no 
criticism or judgment, no offers to 
exercise together, no healthy food 
plan, and no griping if nothing 
changes. Righto. 


I have to agree with what you said 
to HARD. While my wife is still at 
the weight she was when we mar- 
ried 10 years ago, I had packed 
on over 100 pounds. She finally 
brought up the effect this was 
having on our love life. It wasn't 
a pleasant talk but I’m trying to 
lose weight and am having some 
success. I’m 25 pounds lighter 
now thanks to her honesty (and a 
heart scare). Our spouses need to 
speak up and be honest with us. 
Getting Thinner 


Yes, GT, but a spouse should only 
be honest when the fat spouse is 
male, the honest spouse is female 
and—shit, 
tons more about HARD—including 
the actual advice I sent HARD pri 


we're out of room. For 


vately—go to www.thestranger.com 
savage/hard. 


Download Savage Lovecast (my 
weekly podcast) every Tuesday at 
www.thestranger.com/savage 
mail@savagelove.net 


No tlability, 16+. Restrictions may apply . 
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SEX: XMAS GIFT IDEAS |549 words 


A Dildo for Christmas? 





MY MESSY BEDROOM JOSEY VOGELS 

OH, HONEY, YOU SHOULDN'T 
HAVE! SEX SHOP PROPRIETORS 
GIVE THEIR PICKS FOR THE 
BEST ITEMS TO STUFF YOUR 
PARTNER'S STOCKING 

In terms of quality, design, and 
“Wow, who knew that could feel so 
good?” factors, sex toys just keep- 
ing getting better and better. Sure, 
with so many sexually curious and 
therefore vulnerable folk still willing 
to grab the first thing they see in a 
sex shop so they can get out before 
anyone sees them, there's plenty of 
ridiculously overpriced crap still out 
there. Luckily, Canada is home to a 
few retailers truly concerned with 
your pleasure. Here are this year's 
top XXXmas gift picks from my fa- 


yourite online sex stores. 


COME AS YOU ARE 
(Toronto; comeasyouare.com; Picks 
y owner/buyer Gill Lamon) 


Form 6 ($210) Form 6 is from 
the creators of the Little Gold and 
Little Steel, and this time they've 
brought their keen sense of design 
to a rechargeable multi-functioning 
silicone creation. With two indepen- 





ently controlled vibrating “pleasure 
centers” and a sleek and streamlined 
design that is fully water-resistant, 
the Form 6 is the new gold standard 
for luxury sex toys. 

Just In Case Condom Compacts 
($20, $195 for Bling model) To the 
untrained eye, a Just In Case Con- 
dom Compact appears to be a regu- 
lar makeup compact—but flip up the 
false bottom, and the real contents 
are revealed. These condom com- 
pacts are the perfect gift for anyone 
who wants to practice safe sex dis- 
creetly and stylishly! Available in as- 
sorted colours as well as the special 
Bling edition, which is adorned with 
genuine Swarovski Crystals. 


WOMYN’S WARE 
(Vancouver; womynsware.com; 
Picks by retail design manager An- 
drea Dobbs tr 

Curve ($99) Curve is the answer to 
all those who ask, “Do you have a dill 
with a handle?” Not only does Curve 
have a handle, but this silicone dil- 
do's super-intuitive design also al- 
lows you to effortlessly manipulate 
the shaft while the curve puts pres- 
Sure on the clitoris. It’s perfectly an- 
gled for solo use, but a partner will 
also find the handle grip acts as an 
arm extender, The stylized head has 


a pronounced lift for great G-spot 
stroking and wings that glide down 
the shaft creating resistance along 
the vaginal walls. Plus, it's pretty to 
look at! 

Bendeficial ($130) 

This gift kit, designed around two 
great silicone butt toys, includes The 
Bender (designed to reach the pros 
tate gland with ease) and the Min Pin 
(a sleek, ergonomic plug that makes 
double penetration a snap). Lubri- 
cant, a vibrator, and a vibe adapter 
round out the kit. Good for couples 
who both want to experience some 
back-end adventure! 


TRAVELING TICKLE TRUNK 
(Edmonton; www-travelingtickle 
trunk.com; Picks by owner Brenda 


Kerber) 


The Rosebud ($99) A brand-new 
toy from Vibratex, the makers of 
the original Rabbit Habit, this gem is 
a step up for those who would like 
some G-spot action from their rotat- 
ing toy. The Rosebud has a unique 
“stingray”-shaped vibrator with flut- 
tering wings that stimulate the en- 
tire labia, not just the clitoris. The 
rotating shaft is the perfect shape 
and length for a G-spot massage 

Afterglow candles ($24) Soy mas- 
sage candles have been around for a 
few years now, but these beautiful 
candles from Jimmy Jane have taken 
the idea to a whole new level. As 
they rest in gorgeous frosted glass 
containers, these cosmetic grade 
wax candles form a warm, sensual 
massage oil that's soft on the skin 
Each candle burns for 42 hours 


GOOD FOR HER 
(Toronto; goodforher.com; Picks by 
manager Alison Lee) 


The Neo Vibrating Cock Ring 
($33) Vibrating cock rings are a 
boon for couples. The Neo wins on a 
lot of fronts: the elastomer material 
is free of nasty toxins, while remain- 


The 


can also be set to a constant purr, 


ing soft and supple vibration 
or it can vibrate only upon contact 
This baby 


is sure to bring both partners 


with her pleasure point 
to new 
heights 

The Gigi Vibrator ($140) From 
LELO, 


and quality 


a Swedish line of funky, fun 
vibes, the Gigi is made of 
medical-grade plastic and non-toxic 
silicone to provide a worry-free ride 
and the slight 


curve and powerful 


Edm 


se 
$07 








vibration can be used internally or 
externally. This is one of the best 
toys for G-spot exploration to come 
along in a while, but it’s still perfect 
for a new toy user to get to know the 
glory of vibrators. The rec! able 
Gigi runs powerfully and qu but 
we can't make promises about the 
volume of her moans and groans of 
pleasure! 





G-Plus Massager Attachment 
($20, available through comeas 
youare.com) The best toy t 


ry desk this season is the 





ser Attachment, the new 





Ce 


* 


sex 


est addition to porn director Candida 








Royalle’s Natural Contours line 

Phthalate- and latex-free, the stylish 
sky blue G-Phus slips over the balled 
head of your Hitachi Magic Wand or 
Royalle’s own Idéal ma or ($60) 
Shaped like a beautiful blue, soft, yet 


firm fist with o: 


and a thurnb, t 


provides interna 


the “thumb” nest 


1€ 





ily an index finger 


onger "finger 





penetration, while 


ies nicely against 


your clit for a deep and wonderfully 
dispersed, yet still intense enough vi 
brating sensation that is sheer bliss 
The first time I took it for a spin, | 


could barely 


and get back to wor 





Jamn thing off 
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HEL | Saw You 


So you and a friend were Hallo- 
ween shopping on Whyte Ave. 
You had leather gloves on and 
blazing red hair. Your contagious 
laughter had me smiling, but it 
was your stellar smile that caught 
my eye...and tethered my tongue. 
Can we discuss those Elvis 
shades one more time? 
dmarksd@ hotmail.com 


190. Announcements 


DEALERS WANTED. Public wel- 
come. Home based business or 
add on. Selling quads, dirt bikes, 
pocket bikes. Best quality. No 
minimum orders. X-mas is com- 
ing! 780-991-2568. 


195. Personals 


European girl from Luxemburg Is 
looking for a nice gentleman, 
45-50, must be educated, non- 
smoker, social drinker, grown up 
children, | do not have any chil- 
dren, and | am a Canadian. A 
very nice looking woman, I'm 
looking for a nice man to share 
my life with me. You must be po- 
lite, 453-7957. 


EyeScoops.com totally tree per- 
sonal ads, all lifestyles, 


Tri-curious? Us two! Attractive 
prof. couple seeking 25-40 y.o. 
female for close encounters of 
the 3rd kind. jodywy @ yahoo.com 


ARTISTS OS aL 


#1 GOURMET CANDY business. 
Nothing like it. Great opportunity 
to get a head start in this billion 
dollar industry. Part-time busi- 
ness; www.loonievend.ca. 


AAIM LOANS. Money now. Over 
the phone approvals. Debt con- 
solidation, first, second, third, 
equipment, mobile, builder. Inter- 


im. Anywhere in Alberta. 
780-484-5834. Fax: 
780-484-7345, 

UVE YOUR DREAM! Profitable 


oceanside Country Inn and Spa 
for sale. Owners retiring; 
www. |nnforsalecanada.com. 


LUCRATIVE EXCLUSIVE dairy 
delivery route. Great hours, great 
“pay. Okanagan based, 206K 
0.b.0. Dave 250-490-5683; zibl- 
les@yahoo.ca. 


NEED EXTRA CASH? Geta 
$1000/ week at home stuffing 
envelopes. Rush self addressed 
stamped envelope to Box 3861, 
Spruce Grove, AB T7X 3B1 


NEED MONEY FAST. Immediate 
approval, Credit, age, income are 
no barriers, debt consolidation, 
intenm financing, home  pur- 
chase, small business start-up. 
Consolidated Mortgage and 
Loans. Members BBB 
1-780-452-5858. 


WELDING BUSINESS. Welding 
and fab shop, Vauxhall, Alberta. 
Land, building, and equipment. 


(MLS 1910) Brent Schlenker 
403-580-0222; www.brentsch- 
lenker.com. 

400. Courses/Classes 


Overseas 
TESOL Certified 5 Days 


In-Class/Online/Corresp. 


Job Overseas 
Guaranteed! 


FREE Info Seminar. 
Tuesday @ 7pm, 
10037B - 82 St 
1-888-270-2941 
globaltesol.com 





Make money with your voice! Any 
level. Workshops, demos, private 
available, 718-4394 or 
www.creatingvoices.ca 


9700 Support Groups M1500. Help Wanted — Alta. MN1500. Help Wanted — Alta. 


Had Enough? 4 
Cocaine Anonymous 425-2715 


A10. Education/Training 


GRADE 12 STUDENTS with a 
Grade 11 average of 85 percent 
or higher get a $1500. - $3000. 
scholarship at Lakeland College 
for business or university studies. 
Visit: lakelandcollege.ca/great- 
savings. 


MARITIME DRILLING Schools 
entry-level training for land and 
offshore oilrigs. Excellent wages, 
benefits and opportunities to trav- 
el the world. January 7 - 26/08; 


February 4 - 23/08. Contact 
1-866-807-3960; | www.mdslimit- 
ed.ca. 


START YOUR CAREER in the 
Meat Processing Industry. In 19 
weeks, you will learn meat 
cutting, slaughter, meat safety, 
merchandising, and sausage 
making techniques. Call Olds 
College 1-800-661-6537 or 
www.oldscollege.ca. 


STUDY MASSAGE THERAPY 
every third weekend starting in 
January. Five different campuses 
throughout Alberta. Get your 
RMT, funding available. Apply 
now. Phone 1-877-768-8400; 
www.albertamassagetrain- 
ing.com. 


THERE IS a critical shortage of 
medical transcriptionists through- 
out North America. Work from 
home or on-site. 99% graduate 
employment rate. Start your MT 
training today! Contact Can- 
Scribe Career Centre now for a 
free information package, 
1-800-466-1535; www.can- 
scribe.com; info@canscribe.com, 


1005. Help Wanted 


HOMEWORKERS NEEDED! TO 
ASSEMBLE PRODUCTS, stuff- 
ing envelopes, mailing/process- 
ing circulars, on-line computer 
work available. Up to 
$1500/week, no experience 
needed. FREE information at 
www. WorkFromHome-Job.com 
Reference 6-410. 


New location of Oodle Noodle 
Box at West End (10009 - 170 
Street) looking for cook, cashier 
and cook helper. $10/hr and up, 
depending on the experience, 
Contact Phuong 930-1884, or 
902-6682 


Top Dollars for Top People 
Bartenders/Service People 
Occasional Work. Unique Oppor- 
tunity. Please email: 

mail @ theeventcoordinators.com 


1500. Help Wanted — Alta. 


A PHONE DISCONNECTED? 
Now offering free hookups! Eve- 
tyone approved! Great long dis- 
tance rates! Bundled packages 


now available! Call —_ today! 
1-877-852-1122. Protel Recon- 
nect. 


ADVERTISING Coordinator. Ad- 
West, the Sales and Marketing 
Bureau for the community news- 
papers associations in Alberta, 
Saskatchewan and Manitoba re- 
quires an Advertising Coordina- 
tor. Working with the Advertising 
Director and Regional Sales Co- 
ordinators, the Advertising Coor- 
dinater will be responsible for a 
number of key functions including 
collecting and coordinating data 
for inclusion in advertising propo- 
sals, marketing, campaigns as 
well as assisting clients in the 
execution of community newspa- 
per advertising campaigns. Pref- 
erence will be given to those can- 
didates with a newspaper or ad- 
vertising agency background as 
well as a degree/diploma in the 
area of Business Administration 
and Marketing. A complete job 
description can be viewed at 
www.adwestmarketing.ca. This is 
a salaried position valued at 
$43K per annum plus benefits. 
Please submit resume and a cov- 
er letter, quoting Comp #0801, to: 
Jeff Beardsworth, Advertising Di- 
rector, AdWest Marketing Inc., 
Ste, 830, 4445 Calgary Trail, Ed- 
monton, AB, T6H 5R7. Email: 
Jetf@ adwestmarketing.ca 


CLASS #1 tank truck drivers with 
off road experience. Catered 
camp job. Two weeks on and one 
week off. Full-time. Fax resume 
with references: 780-523-5833. 
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ALWAYS DREADING Monday? 
Work from home. An opportunity 
to eam executive level income. 
Average people using a simple 
system. Commission based. Call 
1-877-822-4697; www.wealthan- 
dabundance. biz 


JOHN DEERE dealership re- 
quires experienced Partsperson. 
Top industry wages plus benefit 
package, signing bonus, moving 
allowance. Phone Randy or De- 
nis at Ranchers Supply, Pincher 
Creek, Alberta. 1-800-565-0362. 





ATTENTION: Agricultural Jour- 
neyman Parts and Service Tech- 
nicians. Did you know the John 
Deere Industrial Equipment deal- 
ers pay up to 30% more in hourly 
wages? Why not joln the Brandt 
Tractor team at one of aur 5 loca- 
tions in Alberta or 21 locations 
across Western Canada. We are 
also seeking resident technicians 
in Drayton Valley, Lac La BICHE, 
Wainwright, Athabasca, Cold 
Lake, Bonnyville and Wetaskiwin. 
Brandt has been recognized as 
one of Canada’s top 50 Managed 
Companies for the past 3 years. 
If you want a great career with a 
rapidly growing and dynamic 
company, send your resume to: 
Brandt Tractor Ltd. Attention: 
Greg Davidson, 10630 - 176 St. 
Edmonton, AB, T5S 1M2. Fax 
780-489-6891; cbom @brandt- 
tractor.com, 


BAKERS AND MEAT Cutters. 
The Olds Co-op in Central Alber- 
ta is currently recruiting for a 
Baker and a Meat Cutter. Previ- 
ous experience is required. The 
Olds Co-op offers competitive 
wages, benefits and opportunity 
for advancement. Please fax your 
resume to Rodney Perigny at 
403-556-8071 


CALNASH TRUCKING Requires 
truck pushes, picker, winch trac- 
tor and bed truck operators for 
camp jobs this winter in northern 
Alberta. Experience preferred. 
Excellent wages, benefits, and 
RRSP plan. Please send resume 
with references by fax to 
403-783-3011 or email to: 
hr@calnashtrucking.com. No 
phone calls please. 


CHEAPEST RATES. Switch for 
free and save your dollars. $10. 
first month plus activation. Cheap 


unlimited long distance (most 
areas). Easy Reconnect 
1-877-446-5877. 


CONSTRUCTION LABOURERS 
and Pre-Eng building erectors re- 
quired. Previous experience an 
asset, must have valid driver's fi- 
cence, most work is in Edmonton 
area or northern Alberta. We of- 
fer a competitive compensation 
package, with benefits and incen- 
tives. If you want to work with a 
team of motivated individuals that 
can count on your abilities and 
professional attitude fax or email 
your resume to 780-419-2128; 
btmroy @telusplanet.net. 


ESTABLISHED PLUMBING 
Company in Edson requires jour- 
neyman or 4th year apprentice 
immediately. Excellent Pay. 
Benefit package. Your own oultfit- 
ted van. Relocation assistance. 
Mail resume: Box 5192, Edson, 
AB, T7E 174 


HEAVY DUTY MECHANIC re- 
quired for winter months (pos- 
sible year round work). Certified 
preferred, will consider experi- 
enced as well, Competitive wag- 
es. Please email resume to: 
ddeynaka @ buchananlumber.ca 
or fax to 780-523-5910. 


HIGH LEVEL SUPER A Is cur- 
rently recruiting a full-tine Meat 
Cutter. High Level is located in 
northem Alberta and has a trad- 
ing area of 9000 people. It is a 
great place to live if you enjoy in- 
door and outdoor activities such 
as; golfing, fishing, hunting, 
snowmobiling, curling, and cross 
country skiing. As a Meat Cutter 
you will report directly to the Meat 
Manager. You will be trained on 
meat cutting and sanitation stan- 
dards. You must be able to pro- 
vide a “clear” Security Clearance 
and provide proof of Grade 12 
completion. Previous meat 
cutting experience is an asset. If 
you have the skills and abilities to 
meet our expectations, forward 
your resume in confidence to; 
Store Manager, High Level Super 
A, 10300 - 103 Ave., High Level, 
AB, TOH 120. Fax 780-926-4620. 
Email: tyrone. parisiau @ tgp.ca, 
We thank all candidates for their 
interest; however only those ap- 
plicants selected for an interview 
will be contacted. 


JOHN DEERE dealership re- 
quires experienced Agricultural 
Salesman. Base wage plus com- 
mission, benefit package, vehi- 
cle, signing bonus and moving al- 
lowance. Phone Randy or Merlin 
at Ranchers Supply, Pincher 
Creek, Alberta. 1-800-565-0362 





JOURNALISTS, Graphic. Artists, 
Marketing and more. Alberta's 
weekly newspapers are looking 
for people like you. Post your re- 


sume online. Free, Visit: 
www.awna,com/resumes_add, 
LOCKSMITH REQUIRED in 


Kamloops, BC. Family business 
for 62+ years, seeking trade 
qualified Locksmith. Full-time for 
commercial, industrial and resi- 
dential. Negotiable salary, attrac- 
tive benefits. Fax security [i- 
cence, drivers abstract to 
250-372-0253 or email: browns- 
repair @telus.net. 


OUTBACK HYDROVAC/Direc- 
tional Drilling in Stettler is looking 
for experienced directional drill 
locators, hydrovac operators and 


swampers. Fax resume 
403-742-0188 
REPORTER REQUIRED. Great 


staff, room for advancement, fun 
team. Apply to: Wetaskiwin 
Times Advertiser, Box 6900, We- 
taskiwin, AB, TBA 2G5 or email 
bbentt@ telusplanet.net. 


SERVICE ADVISOR. Our client, 
a prominent GM dealership in 
Kamloops, BC has an opening 
for you. Two years experience, 
personality and attitude to work 
with their team and clients, Excel- 
lent salary and benefits. View de- 
tails at Excel Personnel; www.ex- 
cel.be.ca. 


SURVEYORS NEEDED for pipe- 
line construction in Alberta. Expe- 
rienced party chief also survey 
assistant. Experience an asset 
but will train. Call- for more into 
403-652-6457. 


VAC TRUCK DRIVERS for rig 
work. Experience drivers pre- 
ferred. Must have 18 speed ex- 
perience. Minimum Class 3 li- 
cence. Top wages, benefits. Fax 
resume/abstract 403-548-8136; 
780-416-1498. 


WEST PARKLAND Gas Co-op, 
Stony Plain, Alberta requires full- 
time utility operators/gasfitters. 
Experience in natural gas distri- 
bution an asset. Excellent remu- 
neration, benefits, pension pack- 
age. Fax resume to 
780-963-3332 or email: 
w.p.gas @cruzinternet.com 
Deadline: December 14, 2007. 


1600. Volunteers Wanted 


CANADIAN BLOOD SERVICES 
is looking for enthusiastic volun- 
teers. Flexible shifts. Rewarding 
experience that helps saves 
lives. Please call 431-8740. 


Christmas Bureau volunteers re- 
quired for Donation Desks at Ed- 
monton malls in December. Call 

Lana 414-7682. 


Depot volunteers and drivers 
needed by Wecan Food Basket 
Society (Inglewood, Clareview, 
Eastwood areas). Please call 
413-4525, 


DISTRESS LINE, Youthone,com 
Crisis Chat volunteers get excel- 
lent training, career-related skill 
development, rewarding experi- 
ence and ensure those in need 
will have someone there to 
listen when life hurts. Call the 
Support Network 732-6648 or 
www.thesupportnetwork.com 


Do you like to drive? Volunteer to 
drive frail but walking seniors 
around Edmonton. Daytime 
Mon-Fri, We Pay the gas! 
732-1221 





Ever thought volunteering was for 
the dogs? Try volunteering with 
your pet - call Deanna 413-4682 
(www. pettherapysociety.com) 


1600. Volunteers Wanted 


Ghost Writer. Help a brain-injured 
woman, mid 40's, write her life 
story. Volunteer with good listen- 
ing skills, writing skills and com- 
puter skills wanted. Commitment: 
2 hrs/wk for 4-6 months or project 
completion. Old Strathcona area. 
Ellen @ 432-1137, ext. 362. 





Heart Campaign: Kit assemblers, 
between now and February 2008 
we need you! Suit your schedule 
days/evenings/or weekends. If 
you are available for three (3) or 
more hours per week, for three or 
more weeks, call the Heart & 
Stroke Foundation now and ask 
for Karen or Laura at 451-4545. 





HELP to broadcast news 


nationally for the blind and 
print- 





HOME CARE volunteers visit 
isolated neighbors, go for walks, 
help with errands. Call Capital” 
Health Home Care 496-1300 


Homework Tutors. Homework 
help is needed for children & 
youth in care who require a 
stable support to ensure their 
academic success. 1.5 hrs/week, 
evenings or weekends. Staff sup- 
port. Various locations, Ellen 

@ 432-1137, ext. 362 


Literacy Reading Tutors! Tutors 
needed to assist adults with 
disabilities leam basic reading 
and writing skills. Tutor training, 
materials, and support provided. 
1-to-1 matches, flexible hours, 
1-2 hrs./wk. Various city loca- 
tions. Ellen @ 432-1137, ext. 
362. 


Make a difference in your com- 
munity...ElderCare Edmonton is 
looking for volunteers to help with 
daily activities such as crafts, 
card games and socializing. If 
you can spare a few hours each 
week and would like to have fun, 
call 434-4747 Ext.4 


Mentors for Children & Youth. Be 
a friendly mentor to chil- 
dren/youth living in group care. 
Caring adults needed to share 
time and interests. 2 hours/week, 
evenings or weekends. Various 
locations. Ellen @ 432-1137, ext. 
362. 


Seniors Recreation Activity 
Aides. Volunteers needed to par- 
ticipate in recreation activities 
(crafts, scrap booking, bingo, 
baking, etc.) with disabled female 
seniors living in new extended 
care facility in north east Edmon- 
ton. On-site support provided. 
Daytime or evening placements 
available, 2 hours/week. Ellen @ 
432-1137, ext. 362. 


Social companion for senior lady, 
clerical/light housekeeping, ma- 
ture student/55+ person, valid 
driver's license required, resume. 
Please phone 453-8064. 


Take advantage of this volunteer 
experience of a lifetime! Become 
a friend to a NEW Canadian and 
share a life changing experience. 
Contact Dulari at 474-8554 


Theater Network is looking for 
theater usher of concession vol- 
unteers, get free tickets. Call 
453-2440, 


Volunteer for Theatre Network 
and Get Free tickets to any Per- 
formance! Call Elisa @ 453-2440 
for Info, 


VOLUNTEER TUTORS needed. 
Can you read this? Many can't! 
Become a tutor and share the gift 
of reading. Call P.A.L.S. at 
424-5514 to help change a life 
through literacy. Training and ~ 
materials are provided. 


VOLUNTEERS NEED YOUR 
Leftover Wool and Extra Knitting 
Needles to knit warm items for 
other newly arrived immigrants. 
Call Lucia 424-3545, ext 230. 


VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! To as- 
sist new immigrants on a first 
time shopping trip for essentials. 
2-3 hrs, occasional, weekdays. 
Call Judy 424-3545 ext 249. 


VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! To 
help Somali children with home- 
work. Begins in September. 2 
Eves/wk. Northside location. Call 
Judy 424-3545, ext 249. 


1600. Volunteers Wanted 


VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! To 
teach English to adult immi- 
grants. Flexible day/eve., 
days/wkends, 3-4hrs/wk. No 
exp. req.,various locations. Call 
Judy 424-3545 ext. 249 


VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR 
clerical duties. Call Judy 
424-3545. ext 249. 


Walking Coaches. Get fit and 
have fun walking and socializing 
with a small group of adults with 
developmental disabilities, living 
independently in the community. 
Walking is preceded by sup- 
per/snack together. 5:30 pm-8:30 
pm, every second Friday at 
Westmount Mall. Staff support 
provided. Ellen at 432-1137, ext. 
362. 


2005. Artist to Artist 


ArtsHab Studio Gallery 2008 Call 
to Enter. Group Shows. Deadline 
= December 17. Phone Tim - 423 
2966. 


2010. Musicians Available 


Lead vocalist/guitarist looking {o, 
P/T rock band, Classic and cy, 
rent rock as heard on the Bes, 
477-6010 


Professional vocalist looking 
start classic rock cover band. Se. 
tious inquires only, Nevaq3 
267-7464. 


SHRUNKEN COMPETITION? 
No B.S Musician, VCUGTR/WTR 
Positive, Aware, Endeavoring tc 
Kick Ass on Pathetic Music 
Scene.... Jason 233-8758 


020. ns Wanted! 


Adamantia seeks metal lead gu; 
tarist. Must be committed/re- 
liable. See bandmix.ca/adamar 
tia and email 
adamantia.band@hotmall.com 





Bass player wanted to relocate | 
Medicine Hat, to join Dead Man's 
Train. Long hair, 30+ 
403-504-5135 





Brooklyn's Lounge is looking 
for local bands to play Thurs- 
day nights. Earn money. For 
info call Jordan 994-8172 or 
email 

jordan @ brooklynslounge.com 


DEADLINE FOR REGISTRA- 
TION EXTENDED 

Want to produce a play yourself? 
Stage Struck accepting registra- 
tions until Dec 15, 2007. For 
more info contact Mary Ellen 
Perley at 481-3716 or email at 
mperley @shaw.ca 


Childred of Bodom Cover project 
is looking for Drums, Bass, and 
Vocals. Must be GOOD! 
uke_s@hotmail.com 

Drummer and Bass needed for 
“Children of Bodom” Cover Pri 
ject. must be GOOD and willing 
to know COB songs. email 
uke_s@hotmail.com 


Exp. Vocalist Seeks Original 
Rock Band. Infl. S.T.P., AINC 
1.M,E. O.LP. ETC. Pro And Deo: 
cated Only 996-3571. 





The Children's Educational Safe- 
ty Services in partnership with 
Santas Anonymous requires the 
following Volunteers/Artists to 
help with mall promotions: 
Clowns, Storytellers, Children 
Entertainers, Balloon Artists, etc. 
Supplies provided. Please call 
Laura at 907-5459 if you can 
help. - 


Wanted local writer with back- 
ground in science to collaborate 
‘on book. Contact William, 
cybercityone @shaw.ca 


ARTS CET VEEL 


25yo 15y exp Piano, Guitar, 
Bass, Drums, w/ Digi002. Wants 
fun gig/jam whatever, preferred 
drums, 299-6450. 


5 piece pearl drum kit, black in 
color for sale. Cheap. Only miss- 
ing kick drum pedal. Derek 
454-5764. 


Audio Technician Available, Ex- 
tensive live experience, 
{_rex_audio@shaw,ca 


Bass Player Available, extensive 
pro experience, pro gear, backing 
vocals etc, t_rex_audio@shaw.ca 


Bassist seeks retro cover band. 
Rock/country/funk/soul/r&b, 
Derrick @ 918-7413 


Composer/Songwriter. Interest- 
ed in creating soundtrack mu- 
sic/fx for short film ect... 
Dan@929-8688 


Country singer/songwriter/rhythm 
player looking for a band or other 
musicians to form band. Phone 
Rob at 499-4705, 


drummer, new to edmonton, 
seeks serious projects. love driv- 
ing-rhythmic 

indie/pop/rock/new wave. experi- 
enced, young, dream kit, van. 
862 3915 


-DRUMMER::.. Now Available. 
tMature and dedicated, 16 years 
Experience with 10 years live 
performance experience and 
many studio sessions including 
tours with a Canadian artist 
awarded artist of the year. Offer- 
ing: Complete professional equip- 
ment, harmony vocals and 
available for touring. looking for 
professional situations, Able and 
open minded to all genera but for 
reference I'm looking for Hard/Al- 
ternative rock and rock/classic 
Country. www.kurtiskopp.comt 
liquidvoltage @ hotmail.comt 
(964-5099) email preferred. 


Due to cancellation, versatile 
band available for New Years 
Eve, Contact Nigel at 434-0135. 


Female vocalist looking to join a 
band, all styles, please contact 
mevat (780) 233-6597 or 
char_cox@hotmail.com 





Experienced singer needed {or 
professional metal band. Able tc 
tour. Influences: SYL, Misery Sig 
nals, Unearth. Serious inquiries 
only. Jeff 932-3342. 


FORMER MEMBERS OF BAD. 
SEED. Looking for experienced 
30+ singer/guitar player. 
477-3708. 


Keyboardist required for a experi- 
mental pop rock group. Disc in 
progress. Derrick @ 918-7413 


Metal/Punk Band seeks bass 
player. Infl. Tool, Siipknot, Papa 
Roach, Beer. Scott@ 909-4151 
after 6pm 


New BASS PLAYER needed for 
established progressive indie 
rock band. And we're nice peo- 
ple! 887-0221 


2040. Music Instruction 


Guitar lessons - All Ages and 
Styles - 20 yrs. Experience. Visit 
www.guitarinstructor.ca or call 
Billy 490-6169. 


12070. Studio/Rehearsal Space| 


REHEARSAL SPACES for rent 
Clean, 24 hour access. Call Brad 
@ 439-1889. 


2170. Dance’ 


Learn Ballroom/Country/Lal- 
in/Swing dance. Professional In- 
struction.t No partner req'd. Pri 
vate Lessons Available.t 
995-5149 Wedding Prep. 


220) Massage Therapy, 


Chinese traditional body & feel 
deep tissue massage by regls- 
tered massage therapist. 
443-6221. 11639-97 St. 





MOBILE SPA THERAPY & 
INCALL BODYWORK. — by Sue 
Quality Massage Therapy in 0 
1st Rate Downtown Space. 
(Mobile Avail.) Good Heart 
Good Hands & Good Listene’. 
(Feel free to Vent!) 428-1965 oF 
920-1965. 


PLEASE NOTE THAT 
THESE ARE 
PROFESSIONAL 


MASSAGE THERAPY 
BUSINESSES AND ARE 
STRICTLY NON-SEXUAL 





RELAXATION MASSAGE inte- 
grating into Accupressure, Aro- 
matherapy and Reflexology will 
help you to improve your gene/al 
health and well being at any ag° 
Janina (780) 238-8108 by appl. 
Center 82, #103, 8925-82 Ave. 
Edmonton, AB. 

eR ONO > iS es 
RELAXATION MASSAGE 
Outcall. Leena (780)718-6753 


agenda | news&opinion | city life | music on screen | arts | classifieds | sex| the ba" 


C d 5 S f | @ q S PHONE: 430-9003 | FAX: 432-1102 | EMAIL: classifieds@see.greatwest.ca 


2200. Massage Therapy 


SWEDISH-CALIFORNIAN 
massage. 20 years experience. 
Old Strathcona. Also evenings 
and weekends. Almasta 
405-8765 


Transformational Massage, Tantra 
Massage, Sexological Bodywork 
with a 20 year experienced 
ficensed therapist. Janet Lee 


780-633-6623 
www.secretsoftantra.com 
010 Auctions 


HUGE ONLINE Equipment Auc- 
tion, December 4 - 11. Featuring 
farm and construction equipment, 
snowmobiles, and more! For de- 
tailed listing go to www.hodgin- 
sauctioneers.com or call 
1-800-667-2075, PL915407. 


R408 Misc. For Sale 


FUTURE STEEL Buildings. 
Durable, dependable, pre-engi- 
neered, All-Steel structures. Cus- 
tom-made to suit your needs and 
requirements. Factory-direct af- 
fordable prices. Call 
1-800-668-8653 ext. 170 for free 
brochure. 





HOT TUB/SPA 2007 - All op- 
tions, with cover, 2007 model 
with full warranty, Brand new, still 
in wrapper, Cost $8,900. Sacri- 
fice $3,800. Call 403-663-9767. 





Make your Christmas Party spe- 
cial! To rent or to buy: Deluxe 
Santa Claus, full suit. Brenda Lee 
474-0413 

www.rodeodrive.ca 





THINKING AUCTION? Guaran- 
tee your results with Ritchie Bros. 
Auctioneers. Whether it's equip- 
ment, real estate, livestock or a 
complete farm dispersal. Contact 
us today! 1-800-491-4494; rbauc- 
tion.com. 


3210. Misc. For Sale 


AFFORDABLE PHONE Recon- 
nection. Bad credit - no problem! 
Call Tembo Telecom and ask 
about our new customer special. 
Sign up online and save $20. 
1-877-266-6398; www.tembo.ca, 


ALLIED STEEL provides. turnkey 
building solutions. We make sure 
your entire bullding project is 
managed from concept through 
completion. 1-877-35-STEEL 
(7-8335). Mention this ad for free 
shipping! 


AT LAST! An iron filter that 
works. lronEater! Fully patented 
Canada/U.S.A. Removes _ iron, 
hardness, sulfur, smell, manga- 
nese from well water. Since 
1957. Phone 1-800-BIG IRON; 
wvew.bigirondrilling.com. 


BED, QUEEN, orthopedic Pillow- 
top mattress/box-spring. New, 
still in plastic, Full warranty. Cost 
$1100.; sell $375. KING size, ex- 
tra-thick, cost $1550.; sell $650. 
Will deliver. 403-371-1400. 


BUILDINGS FOR SALE! “Rock 
bottom prices!" 25 X 30 now 
$5,100. 25 X 40 $6,400. 30 X 40 
$7,400. 35 X 50 $9,990. 35 X 70 
$13,790. 40 X 80 $16,900. Oth- 
ers. Canadian — manufacturer 


since 1980. 1-800-668-5422. 


DIESEL PICKUP performance 
best prices: Triple Dog Tuners 
$525. Intake kits from $265. Ex- 
haust kits from $301. Buy with 
strong loonie today. DSG Cana- 
da 1-800-667-6879. 


FIREWOOD MADE EASY! Large 
or small operation maximum pro- 


duction. See video at 
www.apacheforest.com. Dealer 
inquires welcome. 
1-866-986-0067. 


HOT TUB 2007. New still in plas- 
tic wrap, Ozonator, full warranty. 
Cost $8,500. sacrifice for $4,200. 
Call 780-265-2426. 


MEMORY FOAM orthopedic mat- 
tresses, NASA technology. Com- 
pare to $1500. retail value - King 
$499, Queen $399. (twin, double 
king sizes available), Healthrest, 
10821 - 182 St, Edmonton 
1-888-420-7378. 


METAL SIDING/ROOFING. Best 
Prices! 32” VRIB/36" Toughrib 
29ga. Galvalume $.69 sq. ft 
Stock and S/O Colours $.89 sq 
ft. 25/30 year warranty. ALTA- 


WIDE Builders Supplies 
1-888-263-8254. 
NO MONEY DOWN! Dell com 


puters! LCD TV's. “Credit builder. 
Almost everyone approved. 
Quick delivery. No deposit ever! 
*(Must earn $1500.+ employed). 
Order now. 1-877-226-0660; 
www.nationalcomputersdi- 
rect.com 


POOL TABLE 1” 3 piece slate, 8 
ft. Professional Series, Solid 
wood with all accessories. Brand 
New, still boxed. Cost $6800. Sell 
$1950. 403-266-0979. 


POOL TABLE 1” slate, never 
used, with all accessories. Cost 
$6500. Sacrifice for $1790. Call 
780-265-2426. 


PREFAB HOMES Discounted 


50%+! Green-R-Panel Building 
Systems Sub-Prime Mortgage 
Disaster Order _ Cancellations. 
1260SF pre-engineered package 
originally $29,950., Blowout 
$14,975. Other sizes - Sacrifice 
prices! Since 1980/BBB. 


1-800-871-7089. Spring delivery 
available! 


THE CONTAINER Guy. 20, 40 
and 48' containers. Also Reefers 
available. Weather, bug and ro- 
dent proof for storage. Will deliv- 
er anywhere. Excellent condition. 
Information phone 780-307-4656. 


XMAS GIFT? Must see movie 
about the man who moved Cape 
Hatteras Light House and other 
“impossible - to move” buildings. 
Highly inspirational! Free clips 
here; www.petethemovie.conval- 
berta_htm or call 1-604-309-5924 


3240. Travel/Trade 


#1 TIMESHARE RESALES -Sell- 
Buy-Rent. World's largest time- 
share resale broker. Stroman Re- 
alty - since 1979. Worldwide se- 
lection of resort properties, Call 
today toll free 1-800-201-0864 





ALL INCLUSIVE PACKAGES 
Book online al www.canadatra- 
vels.com and save more on your 
vacations. Use code NCA74327 
for discount or call us toll free at 
1-800-563-5722 


BREAK THE WINTER in sunny 
Mexico. Enjoy seven days in San 
Miguel de Allende and discover 
Mexico's true persona. January 
30 - February 6. Telephone 
647-892-4052; www.cana- 
da2mexico.com/tours. 


LOOKING TO INVEST and enjoy 
oceanfront property on the warm 
Pacific? Welcome to Perla Del 
Mar. Individual ownership condo- 
minium living in Manzanillo, Mexi- 
co. Website: www.perladel- 
mar.com.mx. 


CROWFOOT CATTLE CO. 200 
Twos' Black and Red Angus Bull 
Sale, Tuesday, December 11, 1 
p.m. at the ranch, Standard, Al- 


berla. Selling 200 2-year-old 
bulls. Volume discount program 
Dallas Jensen 
403-644-2274/934-7597 Doug 
Henderson, Sale Manager 
403-782-3888/350-8541 Sale 


day phone 403-644-2165. Cata- 
logue online: www.crowfootcat- 
tle.com. 


FOR SALE. Rodent proof 40’ and 
20' sea containers, 5° X 10’ corral 
panels starting at $55. 
403-226-1722; 403-540-4164; 
1-866-517-8335; www.magnates- 
teel.com 


HEATED CANOLA WANTED. 
Buying green, damaged, spring 
thrashed canola...Buying wheat, 
barley, oats and peas for feed. 
“On farm pickup.” Westcan Feed 
& Grain 1-877-250-5252 


003. Real Estate Misc. 


16-ACRE CEDAR dream home. 
Mountain stream and much 
more. Reduced to $850,000. due 
to family illness, Search property- 
guys.com, #166018 for full infor- 
mation and pictures or 
250-422-3174 


20' WIDES on sale now! 3 and 4 
bedroom clearance. Many floor- 
plans to choose from including 
home theatre rooms. Best Buy 
Homes, 1-877-396-5564 


2007 MODELS Modulars/Manu- 
factured Homes. Edmonton's 
largest display centre. Selection 
of layouts and decors. Immediate 


delivery. Jandel Homes, 
1-800-463-0084 13455 Fort 
Road, Edmonton; wwwjandel- 
homes.com. 


USED MOBILE HOMES to be 
moved. From $2500. 
780-231-9371 


1003. Real Estate Misc. 


BUYING A HOME and property 
or needing refinance? Self em- 
ployed, can’t prove income? 
Can't seem to get the banks at- 
tention? We specialize in solu- 
tions to all your mortgage needs 
with access to 40 different mort- 


gage companies. Inquiries al- 
ways welcome. Online applica- 
tion available. Integrity First Mort- 
gage Solutions, Ed Kostelyk, 
1-877-467-0722. Email 
ed@ifirst.ca Website 


hittp//ed..ifirst.ca. 

DIAMOND TERRACE - 30 town- 
homes starting low $200's! These 
homes will not last! 10 minutes 
north of Saskatoon - 515 Centen- 
nial Blvd., Warman, SK. Tele- 
Phone 306-220-1909; sales@dia- 
mondterrace.ca; www.diamond- 
terrace.ca 

HOME OWNER mortgage loans. 
Purchases, renewals, refinances 
to 100%, Alberta Home Loans 
Inc. Call today! 1-877-568-0929, 
Jason Pelletier. 


INVENTORY BLOWOUT! New 
homes on sale now! Ready for 
immediate delivery. Many sizes 
and styles to choose from 
$79,900. and up. Winalta Homes 
1-866-960-2112 

JUTLAND RIDGE! Showhomes 
open 12 - 4 Sundays. New 
homes in Stony Plain available 
now. From $280,000. including 
home and fully landscaped lot 
Winalta Homes, 1-866-960-2112 


LARGE RESIDENTIAL LOTS in 
Westlock’s Aspendale |! Subdivi- 
sion. Prices range from $75,600. 
~ $85,200. + GST. For more infor- 
mation contact Colleen Thome at 
780-350-2104 or cthome@west- 
lock.ca. 


NEW 20 FOOT Wide Regent 
homes available for immediate 
delivery; includes 2 on lots in Wil- 
low Park Estates in Leduc or or- 
der your new home now for deliv- 
ery as early as January. Pleasant 
Homes Ltd. 780-939-3584 or Toll 
Free: 1-866-962-0238. 


OKANAGAN-SIMILKAMEEN 
building lots. No restrictions, 
starting at $89,900. Fully ser- 
viced, at Keremeos, BC. Contact 
Arden Holley, Royal LePage 
1-250-499-9035 or www.k-vie- 
westates.com 


ONE OF A KIND, Armstrong, BC. 
48 acres, prime real estate. All 
buildings new since 2003. 27,000 
square feet. Pavement, geother- 
mal heat/ac. Professionally land- 
scaped; ipex @airspeedwir- 
less.ca 


130. Apartments For Rent 


2 bedroom condo in Riverbend. 
Close to U of A, bus routes, 5 
min walk to a park. Beautiful 
area! Balcony, gym, heat & water 
included, $1000-1200, best offer. 
Avail. now. 893-5714, leave msg. 


5130. Apartments For Rent 


HUGE 2 BEDROOMS 850SQF 
LUXURY DOORMAN BLDG 
GREAT 4 SHARE PRIME LOCA- 
TION 

Air conditioning, Central heat 
Walk-in closet, Hardwood floor, 
Living room, Dishwasher, Refrig 
erator, Stove/Oven, Microwave, 
Granite countertop, Stainless 
steel appliances and everyother 
accessories e-mail me for pic 
tures and more details Itryso- 
hard37@ yahoo.com 





Cars 


1-2-3 APPROVED! 6000 cars, 
trucks & SUVs. Good, bad, no 


credit. Apply today! Time can't fix 
your credit, only you can. Call 
1-666-744-1 or online at 





www.autoloani23.ca. Division of 
Dueck GM, “ A name you can 
trust” DLN #81123. 
BANK RUPT? BAD CREDIT? 
us! All makes and models 
fessional credit rebullders. 
Garth 403-888-5593. Caval 
Auto Acceptance Corp., servi 
Alberta for 16 years. 











DREAMCATCHER FINANCING 
Buckle up today! You work, you 
drive! “0” down. O.A.C. Free de 
livery to BC and Alberta. Apply 





online www.dreamcatcher- 
loans.com, 24/7 
1-800-910-6402. 

GUARANTEED APPROVAL 


drive away today! We lend mon 
ey to everyone. Fast approvals 
best interest rates, over 800 vehi- 
cles sale for immediate 
delivery: autoapprovedca- 
nada.ca. 1-800-523-2798 





NEED A CAR or truck? Good 
credit, bad credit. Want a Visa? 
#1 success rate. Delivery in BC 
and Alberta; w rivehomen- 
ow.com or 1-888-501-1148. 


6650. _Tires/Parts/Access. 


WRECKING OVER 2000 vehi- 
cles. All makes all models. Cars, 
trucks up to 3 tons. Lots of 4 X 
4's. We ship parts anywhere and 
offer a 90 day warranty. Call 
North-East Recyclers toll free 
1-877-903-3325, Lioydminster. 


BELIEVE! Exceptional Psychics! 
Love Money Life. 
1-900-783-3800. $3.09 minute. 
18+ 1-877-478-4410 for 
Visa/MC/Amex/DirectDeposit 
www. mysticalconnections.ca 


245. Misc. Services 


$500, LOAN SERVICE, by 
phone, no credit refused, quick 
and easy, payable over 6 or 12 
installments. 1-877-776-1660. 








A CRIMINAL RECORD affects 
employment, travel and your 
peace of mind. Don't let your past 
dictate your future, Remove your 
criminal record. Pardons/waivers. 
1-800-507-8043; www.pardon- 
granted.ca. 





Non-Adult Line Ads 
15 Words or Less 

Each Additional Word 
Bold-Flat Rate 

Centred (first line) 
(each additional) 
Blank Une 


DEADLINE MONDAY AT 3PM 


$6.89 + GST 
$0.25 + GST 
$2.50 + GST 
$2.00 + GST 
$0.50 + GST 
$2.00 + GST 


CLASSIFIEDS 





“FREE HEADINGS: Arist To Artist, Musicians Available, Musicians Wanted, Volunteers, | Saw You 
(provided the ad ts not for profit) You can list up to 15 words or subject to regular pricing, Free eds run for 4 weeks 


PHONE 430-' 
classifieds@see.greatwest.ca 


Edmonton, Alberta TS) 1X8 


SEE 





Office hours: Monday ~ 


Payment must be Included with ad. 
Please Include GST in payment. 


SEE Classified, Ste. 200, 


9003 7 FAX 432-1102 


Friday 8:30am to 5:00 pm 


if mailing, mail to 


10275 Jasper Avenue, 


CLEAR CRIMINAL RECORDS 
with the National Pardon Centre 
in Calgary. Your peace of mind 
guaranteed. Remove barriers to 
employment, travel, more. Free 
consultations. Call Laura 
2-2411. Apply online 
www.nationalpardon.org 














CRIMINAL RECORD? Why be 
embarrassed or fearful? Cana. 
dian criminal pardor/U.S. travel 
waiver. Uncontested low cost di 
vorce? Debt recovery? Alberta 
small court claims payout to 
$25,000. 1-80 2540. 


CRIMINAL RECORDS 
We guarantee. Free 
ments. U.S. waivers. Peace of 
mind, keeping a job, bondability, 
travel to U.S., custody of chil- 
dren. seconds. 
0 www.canadian- 











Removal 
assess- 





Apply in 60 
98-5520; 





“Classifieds 


Reach over 1 million readers 
weekly. Only $249. + GST 
(based on 25 words or less). Call 
this newspaper NOW for details. 


DEBT -STRESS? Consolidate & 
lower payments by 30 - 40% 
End those phone calls & the wor- 
ty. Avoid bankruptcy. Contact us 
for a No-Cost Consultation. On- 
line; www.mydebtsolution.com or 
toll free 1-877-556-3500. 








DENIED CANADA Pension Plan 
Disability Benefits? The Disability 
Ciaims Advocacy Clinic can help. 
Cail Allison Schmidt al 
1-877-793-3222. www.saskadvo- 
cate.com, 





FOR HIRE - 50 HP boliers and 
hotsy, self-contained units. Expe 
fience ticketed operators. Call 
Winston, wcw Steaming, 
403-325-0679 or 403-710-8283; 
www.wewsteaming.com. 


GET BACK on track! Bad credit? 
Bills? Unemployed? Need mon- 
ey? We lend! If you own your 


home - you qualify; www.pioneer- 
west.com. BBB member. 
1-877-987-1420. 


CRUISIN’ THE C 


with THE KID 
a 
‘SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 ~ Dec, 21) 
You're av 
you won't 
sometime 


t there 


ully laissez-faire, likeiyou don't eve 
in’ like that, If you 
you gotta make some waves. This 


are, but if you have a\goal, 
what y 
eek, you need to burst your 


own bubble, get the heck out there and start stirrin’ up trouble! 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 - Jan. 19) 


Whether you know it or not, right now you're.under Surveillance by the 
karma cops. They've been tipped off that sometuin’ bigs gonna happen 
and are lookin’ forward to slappin' you with a fine! you step outta line. If 
you don’t want any part of that scene, this week you.should keep your n 


clean! 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 - Feb. 18) 


Don’t worry ‘bout the storm gatherin’ ahead. You may get soaked, but'y 


won't get struck dead by lightnin’, even though the pt 
You know you'll make it through, so let that knowled 


sibility’S fright 
reinforce you, Don't 


be afraid.to seek shelter that’s warm. After all, any port ina storm! 


PISCES (Feb. 19 - March 20) 


This week. when it comes to accruin’ the Karma you seek, instead of bein a 


doomer 'n’ gloomer, look at it instead 1 
get exactly what you pay for, nothin’ i 


@ you're a Cosmic consumer. You 
and nothin’ more. Like the old- 


timers say, if it ain't hard, it-ain’bworth doin’, If you're willin’ to work for it 


you'll be a shoo-in! 


ARIES (March 21 — April 19) 
ow that the sun’s comin’ up late 


to hibernate, but if 


you do, your odds of success aren't that great. That's ‘cause it ain't what 
but who you know, and your apportunities'll slaw if you cut yourself off 
from that natural flow. People make the world go ‘round and yours'll stop 


TAURUS (April 20 - May 20) 


What's the deal with virtue and vice? Like, can’t you have fun and still be 


nice? This week, that paradox'll spin around i 
hat you'll tind the 
Rule, you'll s 


there's only one pla 
S yOU go by the ol’ Gol 
fool! 


GEMINI a, 21 - June 20) 


ut if the 
what kinda garden you wanna 
diggin’ deep! 


CANCER (June 21.—July 22) 
Your influence 
rain: 


0 (July 23 - Aug. 22) 
all the time th 


your mind like a dat 
— inside yourself. As long 
urself from lookin’ like a 


n't do no good. Itc 


ep, you ain't growin’ nothin’ if you ain't 


ver another is about to end, but don’t loo 


you start bringin 


We cannot confirm receipt of ad. Ads are not 
guarenteed to run and we reserve the right to 
ro-catogorize, adit and refuse private party ads. 
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won't receive any kicks! 


Seb: 23 - Oct 22) 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 - 


Nov. 21 
if ke 
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Mie|T Ma sle|w 
LUTION TO LAST WEEK'S PUZZLE 


Sia 


Yoga position 

6 WWE wrestler John 

(0 Sinking sound 

4 Japanese dog breed 

5 Stratford-__-Avon 

6 Got up 

7 Degraded one’s breeding partners? 
20 Tournament freebie 

2) Ballet bend 

22 Contact, ina way 

Bécstasy 

24 Bus. conference 

26 Signs simply 

27 Invitation word 

30 Gets stuck in a bog 

32 Result of throwing French fries in the 
spin cycle? 

37 Michael C.__ (flatware company that 
provides prizes for many game shows) 
38 “Hairspray” star Blonsky 

39_rage 

4] Holy people who procrastinate? 

44 Expressionless 

45 Section for Hawaii or Alaska, maybe 
46 Give one star to 

49 Six-legged hauler 

50 Website noted for Phatashop contests 
52 Tool 

54 “Oh, gross!” 

55__-Hulk (Marvel superheroine) 

58 Choice drink container sections? 
62_teview 

63 Apple or orange 

64 Kucinich rival 

65 £Enveloping glow 





Form 
Street 
Gang 


TOM*DANCING BUG 


PRESENTS : 





TO FORM AN 


TWSS3AINT AS S10 






AFFILIATION 
DEVOTED TO 
STREET CRIME 








CITY STREETS/ 





7® S3LWWNA 








GERALD HANOVER, 





CEO, PRANCOTT, INC : 


[LAW ENFORCEMENT 1S 


MEL WOODERE TR, 
POWERLESS To STOP THEM, 


CEO, MERREX, INC.- 











WE SHOULD BE HAV 
FUN WITH THAT / 





| ANY CITY, THE CEOs’ 


DON’T T’S ME, 
BROwxe IT A SINGLE 


JONESIN' CROSSWORD BY MATT JONES 





E 
laps 















MONEY HAND OVER FIST... 


WALKING THROUGH THE FINANCIAL DISTRICTS OF 


WEAR BROOKS 
BROTHERS \N 


THIS Hoop! yes. y) 
CF KY 
ah 







hrs A COOL WAY TO PICK 
UP SOME EXTRA CASH-- 


LOBBYIST WILL GET AN 
TAK FREE/ AND LORD AMNESTY BILL BEFORE CON- |) 
KNOWS WE HAVE THE TIME! 


GRESS--AND HE'S BACK ON 
Pa LTHE STREET IN ZH HOURS! J 


NITION Y 200 


TLL PICK UPA CEO, AND HIS. 









yr: 


NG 
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OUR LOBBYISTS ARE THE ILLEST/ 
EVERY TIME WE GET BUSTED ON A 
PROSTITUTION OR DRUG CHARGE, 
WE DON'T GO To JAIL -- WE GET 
A NO- BID GOVERNMENT CONTRACT! 


“TURE! CAN BE EXTREMELY 


7. “Ci 

@ 
wen 

oa B 
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66 Posh 46 1950s-B0s TV actress_ Scott 
67 Sidewalk sippers 47 “Au revoir” 
' 48 Less icy 
] Rogan josh ingredient 50 Jeff of “The Lawnmower Man” 
2’Fine, whatever” 5) Exist 
3 Oceanic phenomenon 53 Fried side 
4Sport-__ 54 Bingo call 
5 Selection of chocolates 55 “South Park” kid in.a poofball hat 
6 Beautiful baby 56 Bloody prefix 
7 Olympic sword 5] Time periods 
8 Word in the Postal Creed 59 Cans capital 
9 Response: abbr. 60 Not to 
10 Standard time to lose one’s virginity 6] There: Lat. 


©2007 Jonesin’ Crosswords 
(editor@jonesincrosswords.com) 


TI Seuss character, with “The” 
12 Davis of "She Hate Me” 





BRIGHT NIGHTS 


WINTER FAMILY FESTIVAL 
November 23 - January 6 


http://www.edmontonchamber.com 








BLemon_ 

18 Brewpub glassful 

19"_ Letters” WELTSCHMERZ | Taser Love weltschmerz.ca - lind@lindtoons.com 

Sab ea MQ DAY, CRITICS SAY, IF YOU HAD THE DELAY IN EARLY INDICATIONS ARE 
\y f 

77 incredulous Internet interjection AVOIDED. How D0 You QESPonD? A MiaMnNeea 25% : ! 

28 It comes down hard = =| 

29 Sicilian erupter 

30 Jim of "Wide World of Sports” 

31 Hide in the comer 


33 It was once voted “America’s 
Most Innovative Company” by 
Fortune magazine 

34 Abstained from 

35 They're longer than 57-down 
36 Construction area 

40 When the clocks shift: abbr. 
42 Les -Unis 

43 Property tested in a wind 
tunnel 


GUT HE WAS UNCOOPERATIVE. 


Wi 
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BUT ONCE HE STOPPED SCREAMING, 
\T WAS CLEAR. ECONOMY CLASS 
SYNDROME HAD STRUCK, DESPITE 

THEIR HEROIC INTERVENTION. 
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Revellers glide across the dance floor at the Exposure Festival's 
Rouge Masquerade Ball at the Freemasons Hall. | PHOTO BY CLARA HO 
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PORN STASHES, ANTI-SEMITIC TRACTS, ORGASMIC PARROTS: 
MY WINDOW- ‘WASHING JOB LET ME SEE’ THEM ALL 





Over a few long-lost summers, | 
worked for (and eventually owned) 
a window-washing company, which 
meant that I had access to the insides 
of hundreds of homes all across Ed- 
monton. 

Decked out in cutoffs, baseball 
hats, and navy blue shirts with the 
company name emblazoned on the 
breast, my window-washing partner 
and I covered the city with our buck- 
ets and squeegees, polishing glass at 
an astonishing variety of residences. 
We washed for doctors and lawyers 
and sports franchise managers with 
Sprawling, glass-plated homes. We 
cleaned apartments and townhous- 
&s, newly built mansions with inte- 
‘or windows so high our tallest lad- 
der—40 feet—couldn’t reach them. 

Ata grand stone farmhouse west of 


town with its own church and a com- 
prehensive library of anti-Semitic 
literature in English and Dutch, | 
was subjected, not for the last time, 
to a customer's views on the world 


caretaker, bound face-down on the 
bed. 


The bullet hole, he noted cheerfully, 


had been executed by thieves. 


had never been plastered over. 

Inside the master bedroom of a 
hideous stucco monstrosity in Clo- 
verdale, my partner was on top of 
a 12-foot stepladder washing a large 
half-moon of glass while I held it 
steady. The woman of the house 
came into the room and, oblivious to 
us, began to disrobe. It took multiple 
throat-clearings to snap her out of 
her daze and send her rushing red- 
faced from the room 

We served one customer in Grand- 
view who had an indoor arboretum 
in the middle of the house, with a 
small stream flowing through it. As 
we tried to scrape a year’s worth of 
sap off the inside of her skylights, a 


empty booze bottles, contraceptives, 
sex toys—oh, the stories we could 
have told some parents about their 
kids! Under the bed of a spanky new 
bungalow in southeast Edmonton, I 
found a riding crop. The job was a 
real education 


Contending with pets could also 





be exciting. | deflected my share of 
leg-humping dogs, quasi-feral cats, 
and even the occasional ferret. The 
parrot-keepers always had the best 
stories, though. A regular customer 
in Windsor Park unburdened herself 
about the travails of owning a natu- 
ral mimic. You had to get used to the 
sound of microwave beeps and ring- 
ing phones emanating from the bird 
all day, she said, and no matter how 
badly you might cut yourself in the 
kitchen or bang your thumb driving 


a 


THE PRIEST—ON THAT DAY DRESSED LIKE A GOLF PRO—CAME INTO A SPARE BEDROOM WHERE 
I WAS WORKING AND PULLED THE BED AWAY FROM THE WALL == — a ae A FORMER 


_- CARETAKER, BOUND FACE-DOWN ON THE BED, 


BULLET HOLE, HE NOTED CHEERFULLY, HAD NEVER BEEN PLASTERED OVER. 





a} :3. THE 





i 


Zionist conspiracy. Once, we washed 
the windows of the rectory next to 
a Catholic church just north of 
downtown. The priest—on that day 
dressed like a golf pro—came into a 
spare bedroom where | was work- 
ing and pulled the bed away from 
the wall to show me where a former 
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flock of finches flitted unnervingly 
around our heads while our ladders 
teetered on the uneven ground. 

We would often unwittingly un- 
cover personal items. We often had 
to move beds to access windows. In 
so doing, we found stashes of porn 
(gay and straight), bags of weed, 


a nail, you had to remember not to 
say anything too emphatically or the 
bird might utter choice profanities 
for the rest of its days. 

This advice came to mind in a 
west end home inhabited by a mid- 
dle-aged guy with a flashy sports 
car, Rod Stewart hair, and a stacked 


younger wife. | remember well their 
pop art living room, which featured 
a bust of King Tut, made out of the 
same material they make Christmas 
ornaments from, perched on a mir- 
rored column, and an immense, bi- 
zarre oil rendering of the Statue of 
Liberty that looked like it had been 
ripped apart by wolves and patched 
back together. 

1 was washing the inside of the 
kitchen windows while the wife 





I REMEMBER WELL THEIR 
POP ART LIVING ROOM, 
WHICH FEATURED A BUST OF 
KING TUT, MADE OUT OF THE 
SAME MATERIAL THEY MAKE 
CHRISTMAS ORNAMENTS 
FROM, PERCHED ON A 
MIRRORED COLUMN, AND 
AN IMMENSE, BIZARRE OIL 
RENDERING OF THE STATUE 
OF LIBERTY THAT LOOKED 
LIKE IT HAD BEEN RIPPED 
APART BY WOLVES AND 
PATCHED BACK TOGETHER. 
hovered nearby. A large iridescent 
parrot occupied the corner near the 
kitchen table and became increas- 
ingly unsettled as | made my way 
around the perimeter of the room 
toward it. Its rhythmic squawks of 
distress took on a familiar cadence 
but the lady of the house moved the 
bird into the den before it got too 

agitated and I worked on 
had 
finished cleaning the exterior of the 


Meanwhile, my co-worker 
house and came inside to help me 
finish up. After a quick consulta 
tion, he headed into the den. Mo- 
ments later, the bird could be heard 
expressing its consternation. Wait— 
that didn’t sound like consternation! 
No, those rhythmic squawks, rising 
in pitch, unmistakably resembled 
the sound of a human female ap- 
proaching sexual climax. “Augh! 
AuuUUUGH! AUUUUUGH!” The 
possibility crossed my mind that my 
partner was giving that parrot a vi- 
gourous rogering 

The sound was apparently also 
familiar to our customer, whose 
footfalls could be heard thunder- 
ing from some remote part of the 
house. She rushed into the den 
with a quilted birdcage cozy in her 
hand and quickly dropped it over 
the cage, hoping to lull the bird into 
silence with darkness. The parrot's 
state of arousal was such, though, 
that it would not be slaked with 
one earth-shattering orgasm. With 
flushed complexions all around, we 
agreed over the din that maybe the 
den windows should be left until an- 
other day. 

On subsequent service calls to that 
address we found the sports car, the 
shapely wife, and King Tut's disco 
head as we'd left them. The parrot, 
however, had moved on. 

Tell your Edmon-tale: stories@see. 

greatwest.ca, Subject: First Person. 
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The look, from head to toe: 
Sheer Jersey Scarf, Unisex 
Thermal Long Sleeve, Short 
Sleeve Tunique, Shiny Legging. 


Retail. 
Locations: 


Edmonton 

10750 82 Ave. 
Edmonton, AB T6E 2A8 
Tel. (780) 409-8505 


Calgary 

1429 17th Ave. S.W. 
Calgary, AB T2T 0C6 
Tel. (403) 410-7450 


To learn more about our company, 
to shop online, and to find all store 
locations, visit our web site: 
www.americanapparel.net 


American Apparel’ 
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